Saints Peter & Paul St. Mary’s (Dormition of the Mother of God)
Byzantine Catholic Church ~ Byzantine Catholic Church

107 South Fourth Street 131 South Morris Street
Minersville, PA 17954 Saint Clair, PA 17970

Saints Peter & Paul Rectory: (570) 5442074
Website: www.sspeterandpaulminersville.com

Email: tvrgin@outlook.com
Served by: Very Reverend Gregory J. Noga, Pastor

SS. Peter & Paul Cantor: Mr. Paul Konkus St. Mary Cantor: Dr. Peter Yasenchak
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CONFESSIONS : SS. Peter & Paut Sunday One half hour prior to Divine Litugy and Daily

prior to Divine Liturgy. Saturday 1pm to 2pm
St. Mary’s Saturday 3:00 PM
SICK CALLS : As scheduled, or anytime in case of an emergency. If anyone is homebound or
hospitalized, please call the rectory 570-544-2074
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Bulletins are sponsored by
Mahal-Ritzel Funeral Home

Minersville, PA

5445111

Mark J. Mahal- Funeral Director

Christ and the Law

When Christ says to him, “if you would
enter life, keep the commandments,” the
man expects him to add immediately,
“My commandments.” “Which ones?” he
asks. He was quite deceived in his expec-
tation. For Christ did not answer him as
he expected, but simply pointed him to
the law.

This is not because the law is perfection,
for “no one is justified by the law;” as it is
written, but because the life lived accord-
ing to the law is a kind of introduction to
the eternal life, briefly acquainting train-
ees to the things above. “For the law was

put in charge to lead us to Christ”

The law is the starting point for social jus-
tice. Christ is the perfection. For the be-
ginning of good is to act justly, He says.
Just action then is shown by the law, but
goodness is shown by Christ. The law
taught us to repay those who wish to harm
us, as in “eye for eye, tooth for tooth.”

But Christ taught us to let go such bal-
anced vengeance, with the view to the
greater good, teaching that “if anyone
strikes you on the right cheek, turn to
him the other also; and if anyone would
sue you and take your coat, let him have

your cloak as well.”
St. Cyril of Alexandria

TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
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Icon of the Rich Fool (Luke 12:16-21)
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Volume 2025
Christ is among us!

Number 47
He is and will be!

24" Sunday after Pentecost
Tone 7

Welcome to the parish communities of SS. Peter and Paul and St. Mary Byzantine Catholic Churches of
Minersville and Saint Clare, Pennsylvania. We greet and welcome you to our Church. Our Church is a holy
place. Our Church is where we get together in Jesus’ Name. it is holy because we come here to worship, to be
nourished in faith through Sacred Scripture and preaching, to open our hearts and minds to celebrate the
mystery of salvation in Jesus Christ and to dedicate ourselves to a life of holiness and service to the Lord and
others. The church building itself reflects this faith and calls us to enter into communion with God. We invite
you to share our faith in Jesus Christ, to experience our worship and to live a life dedicated to the service of

God and one another in Jesus’ Name.
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November 23 — November 29, AD2025

Vigil of Sunday

Saturday 4:00 p.m. +Fr. Francis Gera req. by Estate*

Sunday 9:00 a.m. Health and Blessings of the Parishioners*

Monday 8:00 a.m. No Divine Liturgy Today*

Tuesday 8:00a.m. H&B Ellen Sinkovich req. by Marie Wanchick *

Wednesday  8:00 a.m. H&B Dolores Kramer req. by Marie Wanchick*
hursday 8:00 a.m. Thanksgiving Liturgy*

Saturday 4:00 p.m. No Divine Liturgy Today*

#St. Mary

*SS Peter & Paul

Epistle Readers: 11/2 — Ellen Sinkovich; 11/8 — Dolores Kramer; 11/9 — Judy
Kostura; 1/16 — Paulette Murphy; 11/21 — Marie Wanchick; 11/23 — Gail
Burgess; 11/30 — Laura Mitchell; 12/6 — Ellen Sinkovich12/7 — Jennifer Keer.

ECF class following the Divine Liturgy Today.

Pastoral Note: On Saturday, November 29, the Divine Liturgy at St. Mary will not be
celebrated and you are invited to attend the Divine Liturgy on Sunday, November 30 at
SS Peter and Paul Church. Kindly mark your calendars.

This past Sunday at the Breakfast with Father, an excellent discussion was held relative to
what our parish needs to develop to bring more souls to Christ. First and foremost, each of
us must become more committed in our relationship with Jesus, viz a viz, personal sacrifice
as He demonstrated His sacrifice for us. In other words, to what extent am I willing to “give
up” in order to demonstrate my commitment to Him?

Does attendance at Divine Liturgy every Sunday outweigh participation in sporting events?
Do I have a concern for the sick and home-bound members of our parish, either through
visitation or mail?

Have I invited a relative or friend who has lapsed in his/her participation in Divine Liturgy?
Have I assisted at or initiated social events that create a welcoming atmosphere where people
want to be part of?

Have I asked youth and young adults hard questions relative to their faith? How does Jesus
fit into their lives? What are they seeking in life? Not out of life, because we only get out
what we put in!

One concept that came to the fore in our discussion was to develop an Outreach Committee.
Due to the various activities and responsibilities especially among young families, I am
suggesting we gather on Tuesday, December 2 at 7:00 p.m. in the rectory to further delineate
an approach to fulfill this dimension of parish life. On the shelf at the back of the nave on
the Mother of God side you will find a pen and paper to sign-up for this committee and put
an alternative date and time if the one I have selected is inconvenient.

Thursday, November 27, is the National Day of Thanksgiving wherein we pause to reflect on
what God has done for us and our families. On this day we will gather with family and

friends for a meal and football games and perhaps a trip to the casino. BUT before that why

not take the time to gather for the Divine Liturgy that will be celebrated at 8:00 a.m.
providing enough time to get home and enjoy the day.

Due to my surgery on December 5, the weekend Divine Liturgies (Sunday only)
will be covered by Fr. James Carroll, OFM until further notice. Stay tuned.


John Kostishak
Highlight


Did You Know That ...

...a change in behavior begins with a change of heart?

...if we do not hate evil, we cannot love good?

...those who depend on the Lord will renew their strength?

..to keep from denying Christ, we must rely on Christ?‘

...if you want to fly like an eagle, you must not hang around with turkeys?
...Christian believers realize the only reason to be alive is to enjoy life in Christ?
..when God measures a mén, He puts the tape around the heart, not the head?
...the way each day will look to you ail starts with who you are looking to?

...it is better to live the truth than to simply say you believe in it?
...impossibilities vanish when man and God confront a mountain?

...we too cften love things and use people when we should be using things and loving people?
...honor is far better than honrs?

...it is not what a man that determines whether his work is sacred or secular, it is why he does
it?

..character is what you are in the dark?

...the ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in moments of comfort and
convenience, but where he stands at times of challenge and controversy?

...if you tgll the truth, you do not have to remember anything?
...if trust in yourself and you are doomed to disappointment?

...if you trust in money, you may have it all taken away from you?
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Gifts From God

Come to me and I will give you rest, all of you who work so hard beneath a heavy yoke
Matthew 11: 28.

But you should not be so concerned about perishable things like food. No, spend your
energy seeking the eternal life that I, the Messiah can give you. For God the Father has

sent me for this very purpose John 6: 27.

At that time you won’t need to ask me for anything, for you can go directly to the Father
and ask him and he will give you what you ask for because you ask in my name. You have
not tried this before, but begin now. Ask using my name and you will receive and your cup

of joy will overflow John 16: 23.

I have given them the glory you gave me, the glorious unity of being one, as we are one

~John 17: 22.

The wages of sin is death but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord
Romans 6: 23.

Since he did not spare even his own son for us all, won’t he also surely give us everything
else? Romans 8: 32.

For God’s gifts and his promise can never be withdrawn; he can never go back on his
promise Romans 11: 29.

But we are not all the same. God gives some the gift of a husband and wife and others he
give the gift of being able to stay happily unmarried 1" Corinthians 7:7.



Immortal Deeds

What this woman has done will also be told as a memorial to her
Mark 14: 9.

Which of your accomplishments in life do you think will be most remembered and
valued by others after you?

Sculptor Frank Eliscu might have guessed that his signature work would be the Cascade
of Books outside the Library of Congress or the Presidential Eagle in the White House.
But the most coveted piece of his art is a small statue that can be held in one hand — the
Heisman Trophy — awarded annually to the most outstanding college football player in
the United States.

The trophy was Eliscu’s first commission, completed when he was only twenty two years
of age. “It was not one of my best works of art,” he said, but it turned out to be like the
Statue of Liberty: not beautiful, but dear to the hearts of people.”

No doubt Mary of Bethany never guessed she would be remembered for an action
initially criticized as wasteful and inappropriate. After she poured a jar of very
expensive perfume on Jesus, the Lord silenced the outcry against her by saying,
“Wherever this gospel is preached in the whole world, what this woman has done will
also be told as a memorial to her” Mark 14:9.

Our truly immortal deeds will be like hers — simple acts of love for the Lord Jesus Christ
— accepted and commended by him. We often make the mistake of thinking those
positions we occupy in the world which bring us great renown or notoriety are the ones
for which we will gain the notice of our God. Many times it is precisely these which drag
us down into the depths of degradatien and alienation from God.

No service in itself is small,
none great, though earth it fill;
but that is small which seeks its own,
- and great that does God’s will

A life lived for God leaves a lasting legacy.

He Waited TooLong

And the Lord sa/d my Spirit shall not always strive with man, for he is flesh; yet his days shall be a
hundred and twenty years
~ Genesis 6: 3.

When the Holy Spirit invites and calls someone, it is'very dan.gérous to neglect, ignore or disregard it.
The Holy Spirit will finally cease to call if his invitation is not heeded and the heart is hardened.

A young man heard the Holy Spirit call him, but he pushed it off. He thought to himself that he wanted to
have a good time in the world first and live for himself until he was somewnhat older. He was young and
had-many years to spend with God. Then he would make the change, accept Christ as his Saviour and
live for him. But this-young man never lived to be thirty years old. When he was twenty nine- years,
eleven months and some twenty five days old, our heavenly Father called him from this earth. It is
questionable he would ever have repented after living so long simply for himself. No doubt our heavenly
Father saw he would not repent so he was mercifully taken before he sinned and degraded himself
even worse. He used God's time as his own.

Augustine in the West was inclined to pursue the truth of Christ but wanted to wait and prayed the Lord
grant him repentance, but not yet. Finally, before it was too late, he submitted to the grace of his
praying mother, Monica and entered the rich life of the Church. Similarly, we have the example of St.
Seraphim of Sarov who as a young man pursued the invitation and grace of redemption offered by the
Holy Spirit and rose in adulthood as an example for all to follow Chnst

Never make plans to serve self and the world even for a season and then at a certain age to begin
serving God which is the purpose of our life. Our Christian vocation is all inclusive. Tomorrow is not
promised to anyone and that age or time may never come. “God is' not mocked; for what a man sows,
he shall also reap” Galatians 6: 7. The temptations of youth are myriad, but we can thank our heavenly
Father He will help us resist any and all temptations.

Young people, immature people, take waming. If you have rejected the invitation of the call of the Holy
Spirit, repent now and fulfill your baptismal vows by repenting, confessing your shortcoming sins and
give your heart and soul entirely to our Lord. Time is short and running out. It is about the twelfth hour
for so many of us. “Today if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts” Hebrews 3: 15. The time to
respond is when He calls.



