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I Will Pay You

And so our sins become greater, and not only
from this but also from the benefits and honor
which we enjoy from them. If you want to learn
how our sins against God are like ten thousand
talents, or more in fact, and even much more, I
will try to show you briefly. But I fear, lest to
those who are inclined to wickedness and love
continually to sin, I should appear to provide
them with still greater security; or that I might
drive the meeker sort to despair, and that they
should repeat the despairing question of the
disciples: “Who then can be saved?”

... But nevertheless I will continue on in the
hope that I may make those who pay attention
more secure and more amenable. For those who
suffer an incurable disease and feel no pain are
untouched by these words and do not change
from their natural wickedness and inertia. And
even if in the future they derive from my words
greater occasion for contempt, that should be
attributed not to this kind of argument but to

their own insensibility. What I will say ought
to be able to arouse them if only they attend to
it and let it prick their hearts.

And so it is necessary that I speak. In speak-
ing of our sins, I will distinguish between those
we commit against God and against other per-
sons. I will set forth not each person’s own but
what are common. But then I will ask indi-
viduals to add their own sins according to an
examination of their conscience. I will do this,
having first set forth the good deeds of God to
us. What then are God’s good deeds? He cre-
ated us from nothing; he made the whole vis-
ible world for us, the heaven, the sea, the earth,
animals, plants and seeds.... He gave us a help-
mate and set us over all the brute species, and
He crowned us with glory and honor.

And yet after all this, when humanity turned
out ungrateful toward its benefactor, He thought
us worthy of an even greater gift - forgiveness.

S8t. John Chrysostom

TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
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Icon of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37)
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Volume 2025
Christ is among us!

Number 46
He is and will be!

234 Sunday after Pentecost
Tone 6

Welcome to the parish communities of SS. Peter and Paul and St. Mary Byzantine Catholic Churches of
Minersville and Saint Clare, Pennsylvania. We greet and welcome you to our Church. Our Church is a holy
place. Our Church is where we get together in Jesus’ Name. it is holy because we come here to worship, to be
nourished in faith through Sacred Scripture and preaching, to open our hearts and minds to celebrate the
mystery of salvation in Jesus Christ and to dedicate ourselves to a life of holiness and service to the Lord and
others. The church building itself reflects this faith and calls us to enter into communion with God. We invite
you to share our faith in Jesus Christ, to experience our worship and to live a life dedicated to the service of

God and one another in Jesus’ Name.
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November 16 — November 22, AD2025

Vigil of Sunday
Saturday 4:00 p.m. +Fr. Francis Gera req. by Estate*
Sunday 9:00 a.m. Health and Blessings of the Parishioners*
Monday 8:00 a.m. No Divine Liturgy Today*
Tuesday 8:00a.m. Private Intention *
Wednesday  8:00 a.m. +Andrew & +Margaret Gerchak req. Estate*
Thursday 8:00 a.m. +Michael Kovich req. by Marie Wanchick*
Friday 9:00 a.m. Entrance of the Theotokos

Health and Blessings of the Parishioners
Saturday 4:00 p.m. +Fr. Francis Gera req. by Estate*
*St. Mary

*SS Peter & Paul

Epistle Readers: 11/2 — Ellen Sinkovich; 11/8 — Dolores Kramer; 11/9 — Judy
Kostura; 1/16 — Paulette Murphy; 11/21 — Marie Wanchick; 11/23 — Gail
Burgess; 11/30 — Laura Mitchell; 12/6 — Ellen Sinkovich12/7 — Jennifer Keer.

ECF class following the Divine Liturgy Today.

Pastoral Note: On Saturday, November 29, the Divine Liturgy at St. Mary will not be
celebrated and you are invited to attend the Divine Liturgy on Sunday, November 30 at
SS Peter and Paul Church. Kindly mark your calendars.

This past Sunday at the Breakfast with Father, an excellent discussion was held relative to
what our parish needs to develop to bring more souls to Christ. First and foremost, each of
us must become more committed in our relationship with Jesus, viz a viz, personal sacrifice
as He demonstrated His sacrifice for us. In other words, to what extent am I willing to “give
up” in order to demonstrate my commitment to Him?

Does attendance at Divine Liturgy every Sunday outweigh participation in sporting events?
Do I have a concern for the sick and home-bound members of our parish, either through
visitation or mail?

Have I invited a relative or friend who has lapsed in his/her participation in Divine Liturgy?
Have I assisted at or initiated social events that create a welcoming atmosphere where people
want to be part of?

Have I asked youth and young adults hard questions relative to their faith? How does Jesus
fit into their lives? What are they seeking in life? Not out of life, because we only get out
what we put in!

One concept that came to the fore in our discussion was to develop an Outreach Committee.
Due to the various activities and responsibilities especially among young families, I am
suggesting we gather on Tuesday, December 2 at 7:00 p.m. in the rectory to further delineate
an approach to fulfill this dimension of parish life. On the shelf at the back of the nave on
the Mother of God side you will find a pen and paper to sign-up for this committee and put
an alternative date and time if the one I have selected is inconvenient.

I was very encouraged by what I learned at our breakfast and look forward to working with
you. God be praised for your concern and willingness to help spread His gospel of Life and
Love.

Thursday, November 27, is the National Day of Thanksgiving wherein we pause to reflect on
what God has done for us and our families. On this day we will gather with family and

firiends for a meal and football games and perhaps a trip to the casino. BUT before that why

not take the time to gather for the Divine Liturgy that will be celebrated at 8:00 a.m.
providing enough time to get home and enjoy the day.



strive after perfection, achieving it only by God’s grace in paradise. Once a woman,
«_known in the city to be a sinner” showed her faith and appreciation by washing the
feet of Jesus with her tears. Jesus permitted her to do so, to the surprise of his host,
who judged her harshly. Understanding her sincerity, Jesus did not condemn the
woman for her sins. Rather, He said, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” As a
result of his warm response, that woman was moved to abandon her former way of

life (Luke 7: 37 — 50).

Are you known to be quick to encourage and commend and slow to condemn?

He was impartial and respectful.

Perhaps because of a certain affinity of personality, Jesus had a special affection for
his disciple, John. Nevertheless He did not show any partiality toward him or favor
him over the others. “One of them, the disciple whom Jesus loved, reclined close to
him as they ate” John 13: 23. In another instance, when the mother of James and
John asked for privileged positions in God's kingdom, Jesus responded by saying, “It
is not mine to give” Mark 35 — 40.

Jesus was always respectful to others. He did to share in the prejudices of the
people of his day. Women were commonly treated as inferior to men. Yet, Jesus
accorded women due dignity. The first time He openly declared himself to be the
Messiah, it was to a woman who was not even a Jew, but a Samaritan, whom the
Jews in general would disdain, much less greet (John 4: 7 -26). And it was to women
that Jesus granted the privilege of being first witnesses of his Resurrection (Matthew

28: 9, 10).

Are you fair-minded in your dealings with people of different race, sex, language or
nationality?

He was a dutiful son.
Apparently the foster-father, Joseph died when Jesus was still a youth. Most likely it

was Jesus who supported his mother by working as a carpenter (Mark 6: 3). During
his last moments of life, He entrusted his mother to the care of his youngest disciple,

John (John 19: 26, 27).

Do you imitate Jesus by your assuming family responsibilities as faithfully as He did?

Jesus was a true and faithful friend.

As a friend, Jesus was outstanding. He did not reject or cast aside his friends just
because they made mistakes, even the same mistakes repeatedly. His disciples did
not always act as He would have liked. But He proved himself their friend by
concentrating on their good qualities rather than imputing bad motives to them. “They
returned to Capernaum and Jesus, once inside the house, began to ask them, ‘What
were you discussing on'the way home?’ At this they fell silent, for the way they had
been arguing about who was the most important. So he sat down and called the
Twelve around him and said, ‘If anyone wishes to rank first, he must remain the last
one of all and the servant of all” Mark 9: 33 — 35. “A dispute arose among them
about who should be regarded as the greatest. He said, ‘Earthly kings lord it over
their people. Those who exercise authority over them are called their benefactors.
Yet it cannot be that way with you. Let the greater among you be as the least, the
leader as the servant. Who, in fact, is the greater — he who reclines at table or he
who serves the meal? Is it not the one who reclines at table? Yet | am in your midst
as one who serves you” Luke 22: 24 — 27.

While not imposing his perceptions and viewpoints on them, He attempts to teach
them that they assume what He says to be eternal truth. They are invited to express
themselves freely. “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”...And you,” he said
to them, “Who do you say that | am?” Peter answered, “the Son of the living God!”
Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, no mere man has revealed this
to you, but my heavenly Father” Matthew 16: 13 - 17.

Above all, Jesus loved his friends. “He loved his own in this world and would show
his love for them to the end” John 13: 1 He taught them and fulfilled it in his own
life: “No one has love greater than this, that he would give up his life for his friends”
John 15: 13. Could anyone offer his friends something more valuable than his own
life?

Are you still a friend even when others irritate and offend you?

Christ is courageous and manly.

Jesus is far different from the weak, passive person portrayed or described by some
artists and writers. The Gospels present him as a strong, vigorous man. Twice Jesus

drives merchants with their goods from the temple (Mark 11: 156 — 17; John 2: 14 —
17). When the mob comes to arrest “Jesus of Nazareth,” He courageously steps
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Together they devoted themselves to constant prayer Acts of the Apostles 1: 14.-

“Please come over to us without delay.” Peter set out with them as they asked. Upon his
arrival they took him upstairs to the room. All the widows came to him in tears and showed
him the various garments Dorcas had made when she was still with them. Peter first made
everyone go outside; then he knelt down and prayed. Turning to the dead body, he said
“Tabitha, stand up.” She opened her eyes, then looked at Peter and sat up Acts of the

Apostles 9: 38 -40.

All raised their voices in prayer to God on hearing the story: “Sovereign Lord, who made
heaven and earth and sea and all that is in them, you have said by the Holy Spirit through
the lips of our father David your servant, ‘Why did the Gentiles rage the peoples conspire
in folly? The kings of the earth were aligned, the princes gathered together against the
Lord and against his anointed.’...Grant to your servants, even as they speak your words,
complete assurance, by stretching forth your hand in cures and signs and wonders fto be
worked in the name of Jesus, your holy Servant. The place where they gathered shook as
they prayed. They were filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak God’s word with
confidence Acts of the Apostles 4: 24 - 27,29 - 31.

Peter was thus detained in prison while the church prayed fervently to God on his
behalf....Suddenly an angel of the Lord stood nearby and light shone in the cell. He tapped
Peter on the side and woke him. “Hurry, get up!” he said. With that, the chains dropped
from Peter’s wrists. The angel said, “Put on your belt and your sandals!”... Peter followed
him out, but with no clear realization that this was taking place through the angel’s help.
The whole thing seemed to him a mirage...Peter recovered his senses by this time and said,
“Now I know for certain that the Lord has sent this angel to rescue me from Herod’s
clutches and from all that the Jews hoped for” Acts of the Apostles 12: 5,7 -9, 11.



forward to identify himself and to protect his disciples, declaring firmly, “I am he. If,
therefore it is | you are looking for, let these go” John 18: 4 — 9. It is no wonder,
then, that Pontius Pilate saw the courage of Jesus under arrest and mistreatment

and declared, “Behold, the man!” John 19: 4, 5.

Do you act decisively and courageously even when overwhelmed with what you must
do?

These and a host of other outstanding qualities make Jesus Christ the perfect model
for us. If we allow ourselves to be influenced by his conduct, his example, we will be
better and happier people. It is for this reason that the Apostle Peter urged Christians
to follow the steps of Jesus closely. Are you serious about following the Lord and

allowing his example to influence your life?

More Than A Model

Jesus Christ, however, is much more than a model to follow. He teaches us, “| am
the way, the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me” John
14: 6. Besides making known the truth about God the Father, thus opening up the
way to draw close to him, Jesus provides the means for faithful ones to gain life in his
Body, the Church. “God so loved the world that he gave his only-begotten Son that
whoever believes in him may not die, but have eternal life” John 3: 16.

Regarding the reason for coming among us, Jesus teaches us “The Son of Man...has
come, not to be served by others, but to serve, to give his own life as a ransom for
many” Matthew 20: 28. By offering up his own life as a sacrifice, Jesus laid the
foundation for our enjoyment of eternal life. “Eternal life is this: to know you the only
true God, and him whom you have sent, Jesus Christ” John 17: 3.

Taking in knowledge of Jesus Christ, imitating his way of life and exercising faith in
his sacrificial death and subsequent Resurrection are the initial requirements. As we
know him, we increase our loving response in faith, so we live by grace his life. His
exemplary life teaches us what kind of person we must be. When we are confirmed
in the concept, “The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ
Jesus, our Lord” Romans 6: 23, we live the life of salvation in his Body, the Church.
Never must we permit the preoccupations and anxieties of life to rob us of the
opportunities to consider and follow closely the example of the Son of God, Jesus

Christ!

How often do you analyze your life to see how you can balance your material and

- spiritual pursuits?

Jesus was approachable. Jesus is always portrayed as one who is warm and
affable. He is not annoyed when people approach him with problems or perplexing
questions. On one occasion when a crowd surrounded him, a woman who had
suffered an affliction for twelve years touched his garment, hoping to get relief. He
did not rebuff her for her seemingly presumptuous act but kindly said, “Daughter your
faith has made you well” Mark 5: 25 - 34. Children, too, were comfortable in his
company without fear of being ignored (Mark 10: 13 — 16). His dealings with his

-disciples were marked by open, friendly conversations and discussions. They did not

hesitate to draw close to him (Mark 6: 30 - 32).
How freely do others approach you?

Christ was empathetic and compassionate. One of the greatest virtues of Jesus
was his ability to put himself in the place of others, to share their situation and to
respond with helpful action. The apostle John relates that when Jesus saw Mary
weeping over the death of her brother Lazarus, Jesus “groaned in spirit and become
troubled “ and “...he wept” John 11: 33 — 44. Onlookers could easily perceive the
great affection Jesus felt for his friends, an affection that He was not ashamed to
manifest openly. And what compassion He showed when He then brought his friend
back to life!

On another occasion, a man suffering from leprosy, a dreadful disease that made
him live in isolation, begged Jesus: “Lord, if you can, make me clean.” Jesus'
response was truly heartwarming. “Stretching out his hand, he touched him, saying, ‘I
want to. Be made clean” Matthew 8: 2, 3. Jesus did not cure people simply to fulfill
prophecy. He wanted to wipe away their tears. Everything He did was governed by
one of his most remembered sayings, “Just as you want men to do to you, do the
same to them” Luke 6: 31.

Is your compassion for others translated and seen in your deeds?
Jesus was understanding and discerning.

Although He committed no sin or error, Jesus never expected perfection of others or
assumed an air of superiority, nor did He act with a lack of understanding. We are to
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THE PERFECT MODEL TO FOLLOW

Christ stands solitary and alone among all heroes of history. Clearly if anyone
deserves to be our model in life, it is Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of the
eternal living God. St. Paul, a learned man of the first century chosen by Christ to be
his follower and to speak about him to the world, urges us to “...keep our eyes fixed
on Jesus” Hebrews 12: 2. What does Jesus teach about how to live? How can his

life benefit us?

Do you want to be a better, happier, more fulfiled person? The apostle Peter
explains how we can become so. He writes, “Christ suffered for you, leaving you a
model to follow his steps closely” 2 Peter 2: 21. Indeed, having lived an
extraordinary life, Jesus Christ had much to offer. By learning about Jesus and
modeling our life after his, we can surely become better and happier people. Let us
take a closer look at some of the qualities that characterized this great man from
heaven and see how we can benefit from his example.

Jesus was balanced. Though Jesus asserted He had “...nowhere to lay down his
head” Matthew 8: 20, He did not practice or advocate an austere lifestyle. He
attended banquets (Luke 5: 29). His first recorded miracle, changing water into fine
wine at a wedding feast, shows that He was not antisocial or an ascetic (John 2: 1 —
11). Yet, Jesus made very clear what was most important to him. He said, “Doing the
will of him who sent me and bringing his work to completion is my food” John 4: 34.
In one instance, He showed spiritual and temporal responsibilities can easily be met.
“Give to Caesar what is Caesar's and to God what is God’s” Matthew 22: 21.




