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From the Fathers

When you perceive that God is chastising you, fly
not to his enemies . . . but to his friends, the martyrs,
the saints, and those who were pleasing to him, and
who have great power ....

St. John Chrysostom

A Christian people celebrates together in religious
solemnity the memorials of the martyrs, both to en-
courage their being imitated and so that it can share
in their merits and be aided by their prayers.

S8t. Augustine of Hippo

In this way is he [the true Christian] always pure
for prayer. He also prays in the society of angels, as
being already of angelic rank, and he is never out of
their holy keeping; and though he pray alone, he has
the choir of the saints standing with him.

8t. Clement of Alexandria

In addition to the study and true knowledge of the
Scriptures are needed a good life and pure soul and
virtue in Christ, so that the mind, journeying in this
path, may be able to obtain and apprehend what it
desires, in so far as human nature is able to learn
about God the Word. For without a pure mind and
a life modeled on the saints, no one can apprehend
the words of the saints.

St. Athanasius the Great

~The divine Scripture likewise says that the souls of

the just are in God’s hand and death cannot lay hold
of them. For death is rather the sleep of the saints
than their death. “For they travailed in this life and
shall to the end,” and “Precious in the sight of the
Lord is the death of His saints.” What then, is more
precious than to be in the hand of God. For God is
Life and Light, and those who are in God’s hand are

in life and light.

S8¢. John of Damascus
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Welcome to the parish communities of SS. Peter and Paul and St. Mary Byzantine Catholic Churches of
Minersville and Saint Clare, Pennsylvania. We greet and welcome you to our Church. Our Church is a holy
place. Our Church is where we get together in Jesus’ Name. it is holy because we come here to worship, to be
nourished in faith through Sacred Scripture and preaching, to open our hearts and minds to celebrate the
mystery of salvation in Jesus Christ and to dedicate ourselves to a life of holiness and service to the Lord and
others. The church building itself reflects this faith and calls us to enter into communion with God. We invite
you to share our faith in Jesus Christ, to experience our worship and to live a life dedicated to the service of

God and one another in Jesus’ Name.
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May 31 — June 6, AD2026

Vigil of Sunday

Saturday 4:00 p.m. + Paul & +Mary K Gretsky req. by Cheryl Mason*
Sunday 9:00 a.m. .Health and Blessings of the Parishioners

Monday 7:30 a.m. No Divine Liturgy Today*

Tuesday 7:30 a.m. Private Intention*

Wednesday  7:30 a.m. Private Intention* :

Thursday 7:30 a.m. H&B Lee & Deborah Ballenger req. by Marie Wanchick*®
Friday 7:30 am H&B Marie Wanchick req. by Lee & Deborah Ballenger*
Saturday 4:00 p.m. +Fr. Francis Gera feq. by Estate*

*St. Mary

*SS Peter & Paul

Epistle Readers: 4/26 — Laura Mitchell; 5/3 — Gail Burgess; 5/10 — Dolores
Kramer; 5/14 — Marie Wanchick; 5/17 — Ellen Sinkovich; 5/24 — Jennifer Keer;
5/31 — Gail Burgess; 6/7 — Laura Mitchell.

Bible Study with Father. Resumes on Sunday, May 31 following
Divine Liturgy.

National Eucharist Pilgrimage

The pilgrimage, whose 2026 theme is “One Nation Under God,” will travel the
St. Frances Xavier Cabrini Route from Florida up the eastern seaboard before
concluding July 5 in Philadelphia.

Synodal Group Meeting: Thursday, June 18, 7:00 p.m. in the
rectory. Kindly respond to tvrgin@outlook.com and an

“agenda will be provided prior to the meeting.

One minute sermon: This past week we celebrated the Feast of Pentecost Who
was given to the Apostles and Disciples of Jesus. We received this very same
Spirit at our Baptism/Chrismation. He dwells within us as the “living Water”
Jesus promised to the woman at the well, and enables us to to put to death any
and all unwanted temptations that would harm our relationship with Jesus.
Make frequent intersession to the Holy Spirit to retain the salvation given us
through Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross.

It is not enough to pray for peace; we must also pray that the Lord will heal the
souls of those who perpetrate war and insurrections. Without the ability of
Jesus to enter into their hearts and soften them to accept His Word, peace will
always be elusive. So, indeed pray for peace, but also for the victims and
injured.



WISDOM! BE ATTENTIVE

You came down from on high, O merciful Lord. You accepted the grave for
three days to deliver us from our passions. O Lord, our resurrection and our
life, glory be to Youw! Troparion, Sunday of All Saints.

Your Church, throughout the world, O Lord, is clothed with the blood of
Your martyrs as with fine linen and purple robes. And so, the Church cries
out to You, O Christ our God: “Send down Your goodness upon Your people;
grant peace to Your Church and great mercy to our souls” Troparion,

Sunday of All Saints.

To You, O Lord, Author of the whole creation, the universe offers the God-
bearing martyrs as the first fruits of nature. Through their prayers and the
intercession of the Mother of God, preserve Your Church, Your dwelling
place, in perfect peace, O most Merciful One! Kontakion, Sunday of Al

Saints.
Make vows to the Lord and fulfill them Prokimenon, Sunday of All Saints.

Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest. Alleluia,
alleluia, alleluia! Communion Hymn, Sunday of All Saints.

Come, O believers, let us today stand in order and rejoice with true worship.

Let us extol with praises the memory of the all-honored, all revered saints,
saying aloud: Rejoice, O glorious apostles, prophets,-martyrs and bishops!
Rejoice, O company of the righteous and just! Rejoice, rank of honored
women! Vesper Hymn, Sunday of All Saints.

You are the pillars of the Church, and the fulfillment of the gospel, O divine
ranks of martyrs. By your deeds you have fulfilled the words of the Saviour;

for through you the gates of Hell, once opened against the Church, have

now been closed; and through the shedding of your blood, you dried up the
sacrifices poured out for the idols. And having built up the faith of believers
through your martyrdom, you filled the heavenly spirits with admiration.
You stand before Christ, wearing your crowns; intercede with Him for our

souls Vesper Hymn, Sunday of All Saints.

No Hesitétion

Before Pilate, Christ did not hesitate.
Pilate, as a pagan had a realistic, but
limited understanding of Christ. He
knew Christ was innocent; as a matter
of fact, so did his wife, whom Scripture
depicts sending him a message about
Christ and His vocation. If Christ
announces His purpose and vocation; if
the chief pagan leader grasps and

understands it, why do some of us - who
are beneficiaries of the sacramental
Mysteries - have trouble acknowledging
Christ for Who He is and responding to
Him? Is that why we have trouble
identifying ourselves as faithful and
devoted followers? Is that why we are
not absolutely certain we are called to
become saints?
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shepherd would bring his lamb to the sanctuary, Jean with all his weight on the lamb’s head
and confess his sin. The lamb would be slain, a life for a life.

What irony! Now the Shepherd gives up his life for- his lamb! He was wounded for our
transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement for our peace was upon
him and by his stripes we are healed. We all like sheep have gone astray; we have turned,

All Saints Prayer

¥

Heavenly Father, receive our gratitude for that “great cloud of witnesses” with
¥ g g

which we are surrounded, those faithful followers of every age whose lives
were graced with our own goodness in such a way that others might behold
and benefit and give you praise for your own light made visible in them.
. By their example, grace us with your goodness, that we may share their
triumphant faith in Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours, and follow them in

~ selfless acts of Christian love and charity. By the power of your Holy Spirit,

I continue to call us to sainthood, to gather us into the communion of those
already glorified, to enlighten us with your gifts and to sanctify us in your
service. And when our life on earth is over, gather us with all your saints

4 in glory everlasting, through the grace of him who loved us even to his \,

death, Jesus Christ, our Lord, God and Saviour. Amen.

every one, to his own way, and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all Isaiah 53: 5, 6.

Jesus dies for all sin, the obvious sins of murder, adultery, and theft as well as the secret sins
of selfishness and greed and pride. He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross. This was
sin’s final cure. God loves us so much that He himself assumed our guilt. He internalized all
our sin and healed it. When it was over He said, It is finished! John 19: 30. God has done all
He could for the salvation of mankind, now it is up to individual man to assume the grace
offered him, live daily a life transformed by Christ and remain faithful to the gospel message.




