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CONFESSIONS : SS. Peter & Paul Sunday One half hour prior to Divine Liturgy and Daily

prior to Divine Liturgy. Saturday 1pm to 2pm
St. Mary’s Saturday 3:00 PM
SICK CALLS : As scheduled, or anytime in case of an emergency. If anyone is homebound or
hospitalized, please call the rectory 570-544-2074
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Mark J. Mahal- Funeral Director

The Samaritan Woman

The Fourth Gospel, attributed to Saint John the
Evangelist, is used exclusively from Easter un-
til Pentecost for the Sunday readings. The first
chapter of John’s Gospel is the proclamation used
for the Divine Liturgy on Easter itself. This week,
we are reminded of the story of Christ’s encoun-
ter with the Samaritan woman at the well of Ja-
cob, and thereby Christ’s fulfillment of the Old
Testament. In one of the many unique stories
of the Fourth Gospel not found in the Synoptics
(Matthew, Mark or Luke), Jesus reveals himself
as Messiah to this woman of Samaria and talks
with her about the “water that I will give will be-
come ... a spring of water gushing up to eternal
life”

In the early days of His ministry, Jesus travels
back and forth between Galilee and Jerusalem,
and must pass through Samaria. The Samaritans

were outcast Jews because they were not subject
to the Babylonian exile of the Israelites from
other provinces. Therefore, when Jesus talks
with this Samaritan woman, His disciples are
surprised and in shock that He would carry on a
conversation with a woman at the well, let alone
a Samaritan. But as the story is explained, the
woman’s testimony about Jesus spreads through
the nearby town, and because of her many come
to hear His teachings. After hearing His word,
they come to believe in Him, and proclaim Him
“the Savior of the world.” (Jn 4:42)

With water as the focal point of this encounter,
we are once again reminded of our Baptism,
and that Christ’s Baptism is that of “eternal life”
through “living water”

Archbishop Vsevolod of Scopelos

SUNDAY OF THE SAMARITAN WOMAN
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with the Samaritan Woman
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Christ is risen!
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Indeed, He is risen!

Sunday of the Samaritan Woman

Festal Tone

Welcome to the parish communities of SS. Peter and Paul and St. Mary Byzantine Catholic Churches of
Minersville and Saint Clare, Pennsylvania. We greet and welcome you to our Church. Our Church is a holy

place. Our Church is where we get together in Jesus’ Name. it is holy because we come here to worship, to be

nourished in faith through Sacred Scripture and preaching, to open our hearts and minds to celebrate the
mystery of salvation in Jesus Christ and to dedicate ourselves to a life of holiness and service to the Lord and

others. The church building itself reflects this faith and calls us to enter into communion with God. We invite

you to share our faith in Jesus Christ, to experience our worship and to live a life dedicated to the service of
God and one another in Jesus’ Name.

Vigil of Sunday
Saturday 4:00 p.m.
Sunday 8:00 a.m.
Monday 9:00 am.
Tuesday 9:00 a.m.
Wednesday  9:00 a.m.
Thursday 9:00 a.m.
Friday 9:00 a.m
Saturday 4:00 p.m.
*St. Mary

*SS Peter & Paul

May 3 — May 9, AD2026

+Fr. Francis Gera req. by The Estate*

No Divine Liturgy Today*

+William & +Anna McCann req. by Marie Wanchick*
No Liturgy Today*

+Peter Dembinsky, Jr. req. by mother, Mary*

H&B Donald Gretsky req. by Cheryl Mason*

H&B Marie Wanchick req. by Lee & Deborah Ballenger*

Epistle Readers: 4/26 — Laura Mitchell; 5/3 — Gail Burgess; 5/10 — Dolores

Kramer; 5/14 — Marie Wanchick; 5/17 — Ellen Sinkovich; 5/24 — Jennifer Keer;

5/31 — Gail Burgess; 6/7 — Laura Mitchell.

Bible Study with Father. No session today due to the Chicken Dinner. Next session on May
3. We will discuss chapters 8,9 & 10 of Matthew’s Gospel.

Synodal Group Meeting: Thursday, May 21 7:00 p.m. Members, please confirm:
tvrgin@outlook.com or 570-544-2074.

4:21 Believe Me, the Hour Is Coming

Christ calls for faith. Chrysostom: Everywhere, beloved, we have need of faith. Faith is the
mother of all good, the medicine of salvation in order to obtain any real good. Without it, it is
impossible to possess any of the great doctrines. Those who try anything without it are like
those who venture on the sea without a boat and are drowned because they can barely swim,
... Similarly, those who try to figure things out before they have learned anything are prone to
suffer shipwreck. ... To ensure that this does not happen to us, let us hold fast to the sacred
anchor by which Christ brings over the Samaritan woman now. Homilies on the Gospel of
John 33.1, 2.

Christian worship is not bound to a particular place. Cyril of Alexandria: Jesus equally
condemns the foolishness of all, saying that the worship of both Jews and Samaritans shall be
transformed to a truer worship. Jesus in effect says that people will no longer seek after a
particular place where God properly dwells. Rather, Jesus is both able to fill and able to
contain all things. And so, they shall worship the Lord "everyone from his place," as one of
the holy prophets says. Jesus implies that his own sojourn in the world with a body is the
time and season for a change of such customs. Commentary on the Gospel of John 2.4.

The church built out of living stones. Origen: The Jews stand for those who think
intelligently and salvation is from them. The Samaritans represent the heterodox. So they
deify Gerizim, which means "separation" or "division." ... The Jews, on the other hand,
revere Zion, which signifies "watchtower,"... Inasmuch, then, as the hour mentioned by the
Lord has not yet come when they worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in
Jerusalem, one must flee the mountain of the Samaritans and worship God on Zion, where
Jerusalem lies. Christ calls this Jerusalem the city of the great king.19 And what else would
the city of the great king, the true Jerusalem, be than the church that is built of living stones?
This is the place of the holy priesthood, the place where spiritual sacrifices are offered to
God by people who are spiritual and who have understood the spiritual law, But when the
fullness of time is imminent, when one is no longer in the flesh but is in the Spirit and
everyone is no longer still in the type but is in truth, then one must no longer bring true
worship and perfect piety to Jerusalem to be offered. Such a person has been prepared so that
he is like those whom God seeks to worship him. Commentary on the Gospel of John 13.81,
83, 85.



WISDOM! BE ATTENTIVE

The joyful message of the Resurrection was heard by the faithful women from
the angel. And being freed from the ancestral curse, they boasted to the
apostles: “Dead and despoiled is death; Christ our God is risen, giving great
mercy to the world.” Troparion, Sunday of the Samaritan Woman. ’

When the Samaritan woman came to the well with faith, she beheld You, O
Water of Wisdom; You allowed her to drink abundantly, and glorified her
eternally, for she inherited the eternal kingdom. Kontakion, Sunday of the-
Samaritan Woman.

When the Paschal feast is half-completed, quench my thirsty soul with the
waters of devotion, for You, O Saviour, have announced to all: “Let him who
is thirsty come to Me aad drink.” O Christ God, Source of our life, glory be to
You/ Troparion, Mid-Pentecost Feast.

O Christ God, Creator and Lord of all when the Paschal feast was half-

completed, You told those present: “Come and draw the water of

immortality,” Let us therefore adore You and cry out with faith: “Grant us

Fi"our goodness, for You are the Source of our life/” Kontakion; Mid-Pentecost
east.

You fought the good fight with faith, O Martyr of Christ, George. You exposed
the perversion of the persecutors and offered an acceptable sacrifice to God.
Therefore, you also received a crown of victory and through your prayers, O
holy one, obtained the forgiveness of sins for all. Troparion, Feast of St.
George the Martyr. '

Inspired by God, you sowed the seeds of piety, barvesting sheaves of virtue.
You sowed in tears but reaped in joy; and having honorably fought and given
your blood, you were received by Christ. Through your prayers, O holy one,
obtain the forgiveness of sins for all. Kontakion, Feast of St. George the
Martyr.
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Keep Us Faithful

Happy the man who holds out to the end through trial! Once he has been proved, he will
receive the crown of life the Lord has promised to those who love him. No one who is
tempted is free to say, “I am being tempted by God.” Surely God who is beyond the grasp
of evil, tempts no one. Rather, the tug and lure of his own passions tempt every man. Once
passion has conceived, it gives birth to sin, and when sin reaches maturity, it begets death

James 1: 12 - 15.

My point is that you should live in accord with the spirit and you will not yield to the
cravings of the flesh Galatians 5: 16.

But if we acknowledge our sins, he who is just can be trusted to forgive our sins and
cleanse us from every wrong 1 John 1: 9.

O you unfaithful ones, are you not aware that love of the world is enmity with God? A
man is marked out as God’s enemy if he chooses to be the world’s friend. Do you suppose
it is to no purpose that Scripture says, “The spirit he has implanted in us tends toward
jealousy”? Yet he bestows a greater gift, for the sake of which it is written, “God resists the
proud but bestows his favor on the lowly” James 4: 4 - 6. '

Since then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the
Son of God, let us hold fast to our profession of faith. For we do not have a high priest
who is unable to sympathize with our weakness, but one who was tempted in every way
that we are, yet never sinned. So let us confidently approach the throne of grace to receive
mercy and favor and to find help in time of need Hebrews 4: 14 - 16.



Christ As Liberator

The salvific mission of Christ is liberation and Jesus is Liberator. What is involved is
liberation from sin. Sin is the fundamental evil which imprisons man from within and
subjects him to the slavery of the one whom Christ called “the father of lies” John 8:
44: At the same time it involves liberation for the Truth, which gives us a share in
“...the freedom of the children of God” Romans 8: 21. Jesus says, ‘So if the Son
makes you free, you will be free indeed.” “The freedom of the children of God”

derives from the gift of Christ; it endows us with a share in divine sonship. It confers

a share in the life of God.

Consequently, whoever has been set free by Christ not only has his sins forgiven but}

is raised up to a new life. Christ, the author of the liberation of mankind is the Creator
of a new humanity. In Him we become “...a new creation” 2 Corinthians 5: 17. This
salvific liberation belongs to the very essence of His messianic mission. Jesus spoke
of it Himself. In the parable of the Good Shepherd, for example, He said, “I have
come that they may have life and have it to the full* John 10: 10. He is referring to
the abundance of new life which is a sharing in the life of God Himself. Again in this
way the ‘newness' of the humanity of Christ is realized in man as being “a new
creation”. '

This is what Jesus says in figurative but very evocative language in His conversation
with the Samaritan woman at the well in Sychar. “If you only knew the gift of God and
who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me to drink’, you would have been the one to ask
and he would have given you living water.” The woman said to him: ‘Sir, you have no
means of reaching down and the well is deep; how could you get this living water?’
Jesus replied, ‘Whoever drinks this water will get thirsty again; but anyone who
drinks the water that | shall give, will never be thirsty again. The water that | shall
give will turn into a spring inside him welling up to eternal life” John 4: 10 - 14.

Jesus also repeated this truth in very similar words to the crowd, when He was
teaching them, during the Feast of Booths. “Whoever is thirsty let him come to me
and let whoever believes in me come and drink. As scripture says, from his breast
shall flow a river of living water” John 7: 37, 38.

Samaritans

The inhabitants of Samaria, the geographical region between Judea and Galilee in the
Holy Land at the time of our Lord’s ministry were not too numerous. Samaria was
the capital of the kingdom of Israel after the schism of the Ten Tribes, founded by
Omri in 885 BC ( 1 Kings 16: 24), and destroyed by Sargon in 721 BC (2 Kings 18: 9 -
12) It was rebuilt by Herod the Great who named it Sebaste in honor of Augustus
who gave it to him. St. Philip preached the gospel there. “Philip, for example, went
down to the town of Samaria and they proclaimed the Messiah” Acts of the Apostles
8:.9.

The inhabitants of Samaria were a mixed race, descended from strictly prohibited
intermarriage of Israelites and Assyrian colonists. The enmity between Jews and
Samaritans was so great that travelers between Galilee and Judea had often to cross
the Jordan into Perea for safety. Jewish sentiment almost literally choked rather than
even pronounce the name of Samaritans in their conversations, so deeply detested
were they. In various uprisings this race was almost exterminated, and only a small
remnant survives today. In religious profession, the Samaritans acknowledged the
Pentateuch, Joshua and Judges but not the additional revelation or Jewish traditional
doctrine. They looked for the Messiah who would teach all truth (John 4: 25). In
practice they worshipped the same true God as the Jews, and in such matters as
Sabbaths and feasts, circumcision and worship, they did not dissent. But though
vying with the Jews in the strict observance of Mosaic regulations, they disowned the
Jerusalem temple and priesthood. The rival sanctuary at Gerazim they revered as
their holy place (John 4: 20). Our Lord passed through their country more than once,
and preached and worked miracles among the people. He also spoke well of them
(Luke 10: 30 - 37), defended them (Luke 9: 51 - 56), and commanded that the gospel
be preached to them. This was done with success, and a Christian community was
early formed among them (Acts of the Apostles 8:4-17;9:31; 15: 3).

In today’s gospel narrative, the encounter is told of our Lord and the woman at the
well. There was a frame of reference by the Lord in the parable of the Good
Samaritan in which the Lord witnessed that God’s grace also worked in them.



