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There is Life in the Church because in the Church is the Spirit

My brothers and sisters, if you want the Holy
Spirit to dwell in you, listen carefully. Our spirit,
by means of which each individual lives, is called
the soul. And look what the soul does in the
body. It gives life to all the limbs. It sees with the
eyes, hears with the ears, smells with the nose,
speaks with the tongue, works with the hands,
walks with the feet. It is present at one and the
same time in all the limbs to make them live.
It gives life to all the limbs and to each limb its
function. It is not the eye that hears, not the ear
that sees, not the eye or the ear that speaks. Yet
they are nonetheless alive. The ear is alive, the
tongue is alive. Their functions are different, the
life is the same.

The Church of God is like that. By means of
some believers she performs miracles, by means

of others she teaches the truth; by means of some
she keeps virginity, by means of others she re-
spects marital fidelity. The tasks are different, the
life is the same. What the soul is to the body of
a human being, the Holy Spirit is to the Body of
Christ, the Church. The Holy Spirit does for the
whole Church what the soul does for the body
of the individual. Look then and see what you
ought to fear and what you ought to avoid. If the
body suffers an amputation (for example of a fin-
ger or a hand or a foot) does the soul go with
the limb that has been cut off? While it was in
the body, that limb was alive; when it is cut off it
loses its life. It is like that with Christians. They
are alive only while they are in the Body. If they
are cut off from the Body, the Holy Spirit is no
longer with them.

St. Augustine of Hippo

Eastern Christian Bulletin Service, PO Box 146, Fairfax, VA 22038-0146

www.ecbulletin.com  Ph: 703-691-8862 Smartphone APP: ECPubs

Icon of Pentecost




Volume 2026
Christ is Among us!

Number 22
He is and will be!

Pentecost Sunday
Festal Tone

Welcome to the parish communities of SS. Peter and Paul and St. Mary Byzantine Catholic Churches of
Minersville and Saint Clare, Pennsylvania. We greet and welcome you to our Church. Our Church is a holy
place. Our Church is where we get together in Jesus’ Name. it is holy because we come here to worship, to be
nourished in faith through Sacred Scripture and preaching, to open our hearts and minds to celebrate the
mystery of salvation in Jesus Christ and to dedicate ourselves to a life of holiness and service to the Lord and
others. The church building itself reflects this faith and calls us to enter into communion with God. We invite
you to share our faith in Jesus Christ, to experience our worship and to live a life dedicated to the service of

God and one another in Jesus’ Name.
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May 24 — May 30, AD2026

Vigil of Sunday
Saturday 4:00 p.m. +Joseph R. Gretaky req. by Cheryl Mason*
Sunday 9:00 a.m. Health and Blessings of the Parishioners
Monday 7:30 a.m. No Divine Liturgy Today*
uesday 7:30 a.m. No Divine Liturgy Today*
Wednesday  7:30 a.m. +George Gretsky req. by Cheryl Mason*
hursday 7:30 a.m. Private Intention *
Friday 7:30 am Private Intention™
Saturday 4:00 p.m. +Paul & +Mary K Gretsky req. by Cheryl Mason*
*St. Mary

*SS Peter & Paul

Epistle Readers: 4/26 — Laura Mitchell; 5/3 — Gail Burgess; 5/10 — Dolores
Kramer; 5/14 — Marie Wanchick; 5/17 — Ellen Sinkovich; 5/24 — Jennifer Keer;
5/31 — Gail Burgess; 6/7 — Laura Mitchell.

Bible Study with Father. Resumes on Sunday, May 31 following Divine Liturgy.

PENTECOST
Commentary by St. John Chrysostom

Gospel: John 14:15-21 I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor.

If you love me, said Christ, keep my commandments. I have commanded you to love one another and
to treat one another as I have treated you. To love me is to obey these commands, to submit to me
your beloved. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor. This promise shows
once again Christ's consideration. Because his disciples did not yet know who he was, it was likely
that they would greatly miss his companionship, his teaching, his actual physical presence, and be
completely disconsolate when he had gone. Therefore he said: I will ask the Father, and he will give
you another Counselor, meaning another like himself.

They received the Spirit after Christ had purified them by his sacrifice. The Spirit did not come down
on them while Christ was still with them, because this sacrifice had not yet been offered. But when
sin had been blotted out and the disciples, sent out to face danger, were preparing themselves for the
battle, they needed the Holy Spirit's coming to encourage' them. If you ask why the Spirit did not
come immediately after the resurrection, this was in order to increase their gratitude for receiving him
by increasing their desire. They were troubled by nothing as long as Christ was with them, but when
his departure had left them desolate and very much afraid, they would be most eager to receive the
Spirit.

He will remain with you, Christ said, meaning his presence with you will not be ended by death. But
since there was a danger that hearing of a Counselor might lead them to expect another incarnation
and to think they would be able to see the Holy Spirit, he corrected this idea by saying: The world
cannot receive him because it does not see him. For he will not be with you in the same way as [ am,
but will dwell in your very souls, He will be in you. Christ called him the Spirit of truth because the
Spirit would help them to understand the types of the old law. By He will be with you he meant, He
will be with you as I am with you, but he also hinted at the difference between them, namely, that the
spirit would not suffer as he had done, nor would he ever depart.

The world cannot receive him because it does not see him. Does this imply that the Spirit is visible?
By no means; Christ is speaking here of knowledge, for he adds: or know him. Sight being the sense
by which we perceive things most distinctly, he habitually used this sense to signify knowledge. By
the world he means here the wicked, thus giving his disciples the consolation of receiving a special
gift. He said that the Spirit was another like himself, that he would not leave them, that he would
come to them just as he himself had come, and that he would remain in them. Yet even this did not
drive away their sadness, for they still wanted Christ himself and his companionship. So to satisfy
them he said: I will not leave you orphans; I will come back to you. Do not be afraid, for when I
promised to send you another counselor I did not mean that I was going to abandon you forever, nor
by saying that he would remain with you did I mean that I would not see you again. Of course I also
will come to you; I will not leave you orphans. (Homily 75, 1.PG 59, 403-405)



What Really Matters

“Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are worried and upset about many things, but
only one thing is necessary. Mary has chosen what sis better.”
Luke 10: 41.

Arriving home after the last day of school, Helen’s daughter and son were excited about the
end of the school year and the beginning of summer vacation. They emptied their book bags
in search of their school report cards and congratulatory certificates. As they delightfully
searched, they scattered books, papers, reports from one.end of the room to the other. True,

the room looked a hurricane swirled through it..

When Helen came home from employment and beheld the seeming disaster and declared it a
mess, she naturally told the children to clean it up. A few moments later, her husband Oleg
arrived on the scene and quietly, but solemnly told her what the dismayed daughter said, “I
get all A’s on my school report card and Mom is only worried about the mess in the room.”
Helen, confronted as she was with truth, felt ashamed of her superficial behavior and

response.

Instead of sharing with her children the blessing and joy, as well as accomplishment of a
successful school year, she scolded them about the untidy room.

" Just like Martha who was distracted from the most important thing, Helen missed an
opportunity to share a special moment with her children and family. Then she began to think
about the many other times, stressed by her own shortcomings and myriad obligations, she
' may have missed an urgent message from our heavenly Father because she was distracted by

purely mundane worldly concerns.

Refocused, she continually asks the Lord in her daily prayer offerings that she remains
focused and not allow distractions to keep her from recognizing the joys and blessings God

sends into her life.

It is important we ask the Holy Spirit to help us truly experience the small joys of every day -

and to graciously share the satisfactions of others. Each day we ought to choose whether to
focus on what is merely trivial or what really and enduringly matters.

Stormy Weather

Paul wrote, “Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I was
shipwrecked, 1 spent a night and a day in the open sea™
2 Corinthians 11: 25.

Basil tells us that a thunderstorm was brewing nearby. Every now and then he could hear the
rumble of thunder in the distance and see and occasional flashes of lightning. He paused from
his daily routine activities, waiting for the storm to break because he loved the display of
astounding power as the flash of lights lit up the night sky and the thunder crashes stretched
across the heavens. He loved thunderstorms, witnessing them with awe.

His mind quickly moved to a more practical consideration because he was not quite so keen
on life’s other storms: the relational, financial and spiritual ones. They always seem to come
unexpectedly and caught him unawares until seemingly it was too late for anything but to
face their consequences in his life.

Then he would feel like he was being tossed around, shipwrecked and emotionally bruised,
embarrassed and even beaten. And then, afterwards, it seems like he enjoyed complaining to
our heavenly Father about them.

But yet, the spirituality enriched life of St. James and his approach to daily living tells us to
“consider it pure joy” James 1: 2, when we suffer troubles. St. Paul certainly had more than
his fair share, but he considered it, like his fellow apostle, a vital and important part of life
for a follower of the Lord. "

If we firmly trust and have faith that our God is taking care of us, then our storms can have a
profound lesson and learning experience for us. Storms can be insightful in perhaps teach us
valuable lessons in a way nothing else can. Perhaps, if we rightly approach them, they can
even help to prepare us for what the Creator wants us to do.

There are lessons to be learned, wisdom to be absorbed from all our encounters. Nothing
happens by chance and we can benefit from their enrichment. Our heavenly Father, the God
of all creation, does help us trust him more when it seems like life is full of stormy weather.
We can even enjoy the splendor of all the details which it encompsses. When storms brew,
we must remember our God is with us at that time, too!



WISDOM! BE ATTENTIVE

Heavenly King, Comforter, Spirit of Truth: You are everywhere present and
fill all things. Treasury of blessings and Giver of life, come and dwell within
as, cleanse us of all stain, and save our souls, O grac!oys Lord! Hymn to the

Holy Spirit.

Blessed are You, O Christ God. You filled the fishermen with wisdom, sending
down upon them the Holy Spirit. Through them, You have caught the whole
world in Your net. O Lover of mankind, glory be to You/ Troparion of

Pentecost.

When the Most High came down and confused tongues, He scattered the
nations; but when He distributed the tongues of fire, He called all men to
unity. Therefore, with one voice, let us praise the -Holy Spirit. Kontakion,

Feast of Pentecost.

Through all the world their voice resounds, their message reaches to the
ends of the earth. Prokimenon, Feast of Pentecost.

,O my soul, extol the One God in three divine persons. Hail, O Queen, glory of

virgins and mothers; to adequately praise you is beyond the eloguence of the
most cultured tongue. The wonderful manner in which you gave birth to
Christ amazes all intelligence. Therefore, with one accord, we the faithful
extol you. Hymn instead of ‘It is truly proper,’ Feast of Pentecost.

Your good BSpirit shall lead me into the land of righteousness. Alleluia,
Allefuia, Allelnia/ Communion Hymn, Feast of Pentecost.

All the people have seen wonders today in the city of David, when the Holy
Spirit descended in tongues of fire, as told by the God-inspired Luke, who
sald: “The disciples were gathered together; there was a sound like a mighty
wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. And they began
to speak in foreign tongues, teaching the doctrine of the Holy Trinity.”

Matins Hymn, Feast of Pentecost.
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The Holy Spirit

Here he was referring to the Spirit, whom those that came to believe in him were to
receive. There was, of course, no spirit as yet, since Jesus had not yet been glorified
John 7: 39.

All were filled with the Holy Spirit. They began to express themselves in Joreign tongues
and make bold proclamatzons as the Spirit prompted them Acts of the Apostles 12: 4.

The Spirit said to Philip, “Go and catch up with that carriage.” Philip ran ahead and
heard the man reading the prophet Isaiah. He said to him, “Do you really grasp what you
are reading?” “How can I”, the man replied, “unless someone explains it to me” Acts of
the Apostles 8: 29, 30.

Peter was still pondering the vision when the Spirit said to him: “There are two men in
search of you. Go downstairs and set out with them unhesitatingly, for it is 1 who sent
them” Acts of the Apostles 10: 19, 20.

When they came to Mysia, they tried to go on into Bithynia, but again the Spirit of Jesus
would not allow them Acts of the Apostles 16: 7.

But now, as you see, I am on my way to Jerusalem, compelled by the Spirit and not
knowing what will happen to me there except that the Holy Spirit has been warning me
Jrom city to city that chains and hardship await me Acts of the Apostles 20: 22, 23.

Under the Spirit’s prompting, they tried to tell Paul that he should not 8o up to Jerusalem,
but to no purpose Acts of the Apostles 21: 4.



