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CONFESSIONS : SS. Peter & Paul Sunday One half hour prior to Divine Liturgy and Daily

prior to Divine Liturgy. Saturday 1pm to 2pm
St. Mary’s Saturday 3:00 PM
SICK CALLS : As scheduled, or anytime in case of an emergency. If anyone is homebound or
hospitalized, please call the rectory 570-544-2074
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SUNDAY OF THE FATHERS OF THE FIRST COUNCIL

Bulletins are sponsored by
Mahal-Ritzel Funeral Home

Minersville, PA

5445111

Mark J. Mahal- Funeral Director

Knowledge of the True God Nurtures Us to Eternal Life

Are we saying that knowledge is eternal life? Are
we saying that to know the one true and living God
will suffice to give us complete security for the fu-
ture without need of anything else? Then how is
“faith apart from works dead?” When we speak
of faith, we mean the true knowledge of God and
nothing else, since knowledge comes by faith. The
prophet Isaiah tells us this: “If you do not believe,
neither shall you understand.” But he is not talking
about a knowledge that consists in barren specula-
tions, which is entirely worthless. For one of the
holy disciples said, “You believe that God is one;
you do well. Even the demons believe and shudder”
What then shall we say to this? How is it that Christ
speaks the truth when He says that eternal life is
the knowledge of God the Father, the one true God,
and with Him of the Son? I think, indeed, we must
answer that the saying of the Savior is completely
true. For this knowledge is life, laboring as it were
in birth of the whole meaning of the mystery and

granting to us participation in the mystery of the
Eucharist, whereby we are joined to the living and
life-giving Word. And for this reason, I think, Paul
says that the Gentiles are made fellow members of
the body and fellow partakers of Christ, inasmuch
as they partake in His Blessed Body and Blood.
And our members may in this sense be conceived
of as being members of Christ. This knowledge,
then, which also brings to us the Eucharist by the
Spirit, is life. For it dwells in our hearts, reshaping
those who receive it into son-ship with Him and
molding them into incorruption and piety toward
God through life, according to the Gospel. Our
Lord Jesus Christ, then, knowing that the knowl-
edge of the one true God brings to us and promotes
our union with the blessings of which we have spo-
ken, says that it is eternal life. It is the mother and
nurse of eternal life, being in its power and nature
pregnant with those things that cause life and lead
to life. St. Cyril of Alexandria
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Icon of the Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council of Nicea
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He is and will be!
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Christ is Among us!

Sunday of the Fathers of the 1% Ecumenical Council
Festal Tone

Welcome to the parish communities of SS. Peter and Paul and St. Mary Byzantine Catholic Churches of
Minersville and Saint Clare, Pennsylvania. We greet and welcome you to our Church. Our Church is a holy
place. Our Church is where we get together in Jesus’ Name. it is holy because we come here to worship, to be
nourished in faith through Sacred Scripture and preaching, to open our hearts and minds to celebrate the
mystery of salvation in Jesus Christ and to dedicate ourselves to a life of holiness and service to the Lord and
others. The church building itself reflects this faith and calls us to enter into communion with God. We invite
you to share our faith in Jesus Christ, to experience our worship and to live a life dedicated to the service of

God and one another in Jesus’ Name.
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May 17 — May 23, AD2026

Vigil of Sunday

Saturday 4:00 p.m. Private Intention*

Sunday 9:00 a.m. Health and Blessings of the Parishioners
Monday 7:30 a.m. No Divine Liturgy Today*

Tuesday 7:30 a.m. No Divine Liturgy Today*

Wednesday  7:30 a.m. No Divine Liturgy Today*

Thursday 7:30 am. H&B Paul Gretsky, Sr. req. by Cheryl Mason*
I'riday 7:30 a.m Private Intention*

Saturday 9:00 a.m. +All Souls Liturgy*

Saturday 4:00 p.m. +Joseph R. Gretaky req. by Cheryl Mason*
*St. Mary

*SS Peter & Paul

Epistle Readers: 4/26 — Laura Mitchell; 5/3 — Gail Burgess; 5/10 — Dolores
Kramer; 5/14 — Marie Wanchick; 5/17 — Ellen Sinkovich; 5/24 — Jennifer Keer;
5/31 — Gail Burgess; 6/7 — Laura Mitchell.

Bible Study with Father. No session today.

Synodal Group Meeting: Thursday, May 21 7:00 p.m. Members, please confirm:
tvrgin@outlook.com or 570-544-2074.

The story is told of a preacher who was shaking hands at the door of the church after his
Sunday morning sermon. One outspoken member of the congregation thanked the pastor for
both messages. “But I only preached once this morning,” he gently corrected. “Well, pastor, I
meant the one you preached and the one you prayed.”

Some preachers seem to find it easier to pray their sermons than to preach them. (I can well
remember amusing myself by timing them from week to week.) I would hope this is not because
it is easier to say some things with ‘every head bowed’ than with people looking you straight in
the eye. And lest we parents feel too smug here, we often pray little sermons to our children. For
example: “Dear Lord, help little Sally not to leave her bed unmade and to be more respectful of
her mommy and daddy.”

Another misuse of prayer is what I call the ‘evangelistic prayer.’ This is often prayed at church,
but the most striking form of it is the restaurant version. Someone, normally with a booming
voice, prays at sufficient volume for the entire restaurant to overhear. Usually every fork
clatters to the plate, waitresses freeze in place, and all conversation stops. The prayer always
includes a concise presentation of the gospel.

I have always been irritated by such forms of prayer for it appears they were not intended for
God at all. Having said this, I must recognize that some of the prayers of our Lord were
addressed to the Father, but were intended to be overheard. Among other examples I would
include the prayer of Jesus for the raising of Lazarus (John 11:41-42) and this prayer in John
chapter 17.

The high priestly prayer of Jesus serves as a fitting conclusion to the upper room discourse of
chapters 14-16. In verse one of chapter 17 John informs us that this prayer is to be understood
as a kind of conclusion to the Lord’s teaching in chapters 14-16. “These things Jesus spoke; and
lifting up His eyes to heaven, he said ...” (John 17:1a). It is my personal opinion that this
prayer, the longest of Jesus’ recorded prayers, was intended to be overheard by His disciples.
One purpose of this prayer was to bring comfort and hope to the troubled hearts of the
disciples. It may have been more effective at the moment than all the teaching of chapters 14-16.
While a measure of assurance resulted from the words of our Lord in chapters 14-16 (cf. 16:29-
30), much more comfort and faith would be gained in the light of their fulfillment (John 13:19;
16:4). This prayer must have done much to calm the troubled hearts of the eleven.

Let us look carefully at this prayer, then, to find the comfort that it afforded the disciples. And
let us remember that it was not only a prayer for the eleven, but for Christians of every age
(John 17:20).



