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CONFESSIONS : SS. Peter & Paul Sunday One half hour prior to Divine Liturgy and Daily

prior to Divine Liturgy. Saturday 1pm to 2pm
St. Mary’s Saturday 3:00 PM
SICK CALLS : As scheduled, or anytime in case of an emergency. If anyone is homebound or
hospitalized, please call the rectory 570-544-2074
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Mark J. Mahal- Funeral Director

A Link to Baptism

The cure of the blind man also symbolizes man-
kind’s means for its recovery from its blindness.
It symbolizes the Sacrament of Baptism. Bap-
tism is called holy enlightenment. Those who
have been recently baptized are called the newly
enlightened. This gospel from Saint John was
read in the ancient Church on Holy Saturday
when Catechumens were baptized. As this man
is cured of his blindness when he washes in the
waters of the pool of Siloam, as Jesus tells him to
do, so are we brought out of darkness into a new
life when we are baptized as Christ instructed us
to be. Jesus restores His creation, mankind, with
the potential to become what it was meant to be
before the fall of Adam.

We also hear in the reading that after this man
was cured many of those who knew him before
did not recognize him. He is still the same man

but something has significantly changed about
him. He is no longer blind. So when we are il-
luminated we are also new persons, though our
outward appearance might be the same. To sym-
bolize this newness a white garment is put on us
to show the purity with which we start this new
existence. We must, however, become different
and unrecognizable in our inward and outward
actions also. We must manifest our new exis-
tence to those around us through these actions.
We must radiate this new found light to others
by the way we live our lives. We must say to the
world, “I am he who was blind but now my eyes
are opened.” Credit must be given to Him who
has cured us of our darkness by living our lives
according to the lessons of the illumination we
have received and the continued guidance we get
with the reception of the Holy Spirit.

SUNDAY OF THE MAN BORN BLIND
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Icon of the Gospel of the Man Born Blind
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Volume 2026
Christ is risen!
Christ is Among us!

Number 20
Indeed, He is risen!
He is and will be!

Sunday of the Man born blind
Festal Tone

Welcome to the parish communities of SS. Peter and Paul and St. Mary Byzantine Catholic Churches of
Minersville and Saint Clare, Pennsylvania. We greet and welcome you to our Church. Our Church is a holy
place. Our Church is where we get together in Jesus’ Name. it is holy because we come here to worship, to be
nourished in faith through Sacred Scripture and preaching, to open our hearts and minds to celebrate the
mystery of salvation in Jesus Christ and to dedicate ourselves to a life of holiness and service to the Lord and
others. The church building itself reflects this faith and calls us to enter into communion with God. We invite
you to share our faith in Jesus Christ, to experience our worship and to live a life dedicated to the service of

God and one another in Jesus’ Name.
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May 10 — May 16, AD2026

Vigil of Sunday

Saturday 4:00 p.m. H&B Marie Wanchick req. by Lee & Deborah Ballenger*
Sunday 8:00 a.m. Health and Blessings of the Parishioners

Monday 9:00 a.m. No Divine Liturgy Today*

Tuesday 9:00 a.m. No Divine Liturgy Today*

Wednesday  9:00 a.m. No Divine Liturgy Today*

Ascension of Our Lord (Obligation)

Thursday 9:00 a.m. 1&B Parishioners*
4:00 p.m. Private Intention*
Friday 9:00 a.m H&B Donald Gretsky req. by Cheryl Mason*
Saturday 4:00 p.m. Private Intention*
*St. Mary

*SS Peter & Paul

Epistle Readers: 4/26 — Laura Mitchell; 5/3 — Gail Burgess; 5/10 — Dolores
Kramer; 5/14 — Marie Wanchick; 5/17 — Ellen Sinkovich; 5/24 — Jennifer Keer;
5/31 — Gail Burgess; 6/7 — Laura Mitchell.

Bible Study with Father. No session today as we celebrate Mother’s Day.

Synodal Group Meeting: Thursday, May 21 7:00 p.m. Members, please confirm:
tvrgin@outlook.com or 570-544-2074.

Mysteries of Initiation: Last Sunday we welcomed into our Faith Community, Ella Jo
Eichenberg, daughter of Garrett and Leah (Leshko) Eichenberg. Let us continue to offer
prayer and support to her parents as they navigate raising their children as members of the
People of God, the Church.

Pirohi Sale: Today following the Divine Liturgy we have a limited number of pirohi for sale in the
dining hall. Get them while you can!

ONE THING I KNOW, THAT THOUGH I WAS BLIND, NOW I SEE

The Scripture says... ‘Then shall the eyes of the blind be opened, and the ears of the
deaf shall hear; then shall the lame man leap as in hart, and the tongue of the stammerers
shall be plain.” Now what can they say to this, or how can they dare to face this at all? For
the prophecy not only indicates that God is to sojourn here, but it announces the signs and the
time of His coming. For they connect the blind recovering their sight, and the lame walking,
and the deaf hearing, and the tongue of the stammerers being made plain, with the Divine
Coming which is to take place. Let them say, then, when such signs have come to pass in
Israel, or where in Jewry anything of the sort has occurred. Naaman, a leper, was cleanse, but
no deaf man heard nor lame walked. Elias raised a dead man; so did Eliseus; but none blind
from birth regained his sight ...Since then nothing is said in the Scriptures, it is evident that
these things had never taken place before. When, then, have they taken place, save when the
Word of God Himself came in the body? Or when did He com, if not when lame men
walked, and stammerers were made to speak plain, and deaf men heard, and men blind from
birth regained their sight? For this was the very thing the Jews said who then witnessed it,
because they had not heard of these things having taken place at any other time: ‘Since the
world began it was never heard that any one opened the eyes of a man born blind. If this man
were not from God, He could do nothing.’

St. Athanasius. Incarnation of the Word, 38, B#17SS,Vol. IV, pp. 56-57.



WISDOM! ‘BE ATTENTIVE!

All you people, clap your hands; shout to God with cries of gladness. Through the prayers of the
Mother of God, O Saviour, save us! First Antiphon, Feast of the Ascension of our Lord.

God ascends His throne amid shouts of joy, the Lord amid the sound of trumpets. Entrance hymn,
Feast of the Ascension of our Lord.

You ascended in glory, O Christ our God, and You delighted the disciples with the promise of the
Holy Spirit. Through this blessing, they were assured that You are the Son of God, the Redeemer of

the world. Troparion, Feast of the Ascension of our Lord.

When You fulfilled the plan of salvation for us and united all things on earth to those in heaven, O
Christ our God, You ascended in glory, never-leaving us, but remaining ever present. For Yqu
proclaim to those who love You: “I am with you, and no one else has power over you.” Kontakion,

Feast of the Ascension of our Lord.

Be exalted above the heavens, O God, and let Your glory be over all the earth. Prokimenon, Feast of
the Ascension of our Lord. -

O my soul, extol the Lord Who in glory ascended bodily into heaven. O you who are the Mother of
God in manner beyond understanding and beyond words, who gave birth in time to the Lord Whom
time cannot contain; we the faithful magnify you with one accord. Hymn instead of ‘It is truly

Proper,’ Feast of the Ascension of our Lord.

God ascended His throne amid shouts of joy, the Lord amid the sound of trumpets. Alleluia, alleluia,
alleluia. Communion Hymn, Feast of the Ascension of our Lord.

When You came to the Mount of Olives, O Christ, completing the favorable plan of Your Father, the
angels in heaven were moved with wonder, and the demons trembled beneath the earth. The apostles
were filled with both fear and joy when You were speaking with them. A cloud was prepared before
You as an awaiting throne; heaven opened its gates, shining with beauty; and the earth uncovered its
deep abyss to show the fall of Adam and his rising up to You again. As an unseen power raised You
from the earth, You gave Your blessing in a loud voice; the cloud carried You away, and heaven
opened to receive You. Such is the great work that is beyond words, O Lord, that You accomplished

for the salvation of our souls. Vesper Hymn, Ascension of our Lord.

GLORIES OF THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD

The feast of our Lord’s Ascension into heaven is the celebration of salvation completed and
consummated. The entire process of saving redemption: the Nativity, the Passion, the Death, and the
glorious Resurrection are completed and fulfilled in the Ascension of our Lord. “When You fulfilled
the plan of salvation for us and united all things on earth to those of heaven, O Christ our God, You
ascended in glory, never leaving us, but remaining ever present. For You proclaim to those who love
You: ‘I am with you, and no one else has power over you'” (Kontakion, feast of the Ascension of our
Lord). As an expression of the meaning of this festival, the icon of the feast was traditionally placed in
the dome of ancient churches, completing the entire scheme of icons throughout the place of worship.

The icon of this feast day shows our Saviour ascending in glory, sometimes sitting upon a richly .
ornamented throne. His glory is represented by a mandorla, oval or round, composed of concentric
circles, symbol of the high heavens, the inner chamber of God. This symbolism shows that the
ascending Saviour exists outside the earthly plane of existence; as God, He is always an inhabitant of
eternity. The moment of the Ascension acquires a character outside time as we understand it. It returns
the Saviour to heaven and reminds us we will also ascend to be with Him.

The hymns of the feast day invite all the faithful to ascend with Christ: “Come, let us rise and turn our
eyes and thoughts on high...” St. Leo the Great, Pope of Rome, taught: “The Ascension of Christ is our
elevation, for where the glory of the Head has preceded by anticipation, the hope of the Body, (the

Church) too is called.”

As this feast commemorates the time when our Lord’s physical presence was removed from the earth, it
is thus a counterpart to the feast of His glorious Nativity. On that feast He was physically born into the
world and now, His bodily presence is departed. Consequent to this feast day, He becomes universally
available spiritually to all who call upon Him. This feast which falls forty days after the glorious
Resurrection from the dead is a reminder to us of the last days which it initiated. We are living in the
last times, the days when salvation in Christ is universally available to souls who wisely seek it. It is also
a reminder of the time, when our God will send Christ once again upon the earth to judge it. We will be
judged on the basis of how we accepted the grace of His salutary work among us in His Body the
Church. We will be judged on the basis of how we accepted the grace of salvation which comes to us by
our participation in the life of His Body the Church. This feast marks for us a challenging epoch. It
initiates a new relationship of man with His Creator. Our God has done all that is necessary to save
and redeem us. It now remains for us to utilize His grace and grow in holiness that we be worthy of all
He has done. On this feast day, our Creator tells us we are His adopted children as He challenges us to

live up to this new-found dignity.



Parents Key To Children’s Spirituality

That children learn the most important spiritual lessons from their parents is testified to by the noted
family psychologist, John Rosemond. “I think it is extremely important that a family have a deep
grounding in spiritual values.” He notes it is a natural progression in the life of a human being to
recognize the presence of the soul and how that awareness adds to the dignity of the individual.
Spiritual rituals in a child’s life are vital and parents have a responsibility to lead their children toward
spiritual enlightenment and maturity. )

Our Byzantine Catholic Church provides a wealth of continuing family participation in the on-going life
of the Church, particularly involvement in the liturgical practices which are then taken out of the
church and into the home for the intimate participation of each individual believer. Even though
children may not fully understand various activities, parents must hope that eventually they will grow to
grasp as well appreciate their faith commitment to Christ and its traditions because they are committed
practicing communicants. What the Church teaches is enlivened by family witness to the celebration’in
the parish church and subsequent enrichment at home. Rosemond offers a six point plan for raising
happy, spiritually healthy children: “put the marriage first; expect children to be obedient; establish
responsibility by assigning chores; do not be afraid to say no; eliminate unnecessary toys; and minimize
television watching.”

By so doing, parents will help their children récognize and accept their own secure place within the
family at home and the extended family of the parish faith community which naturally affirms strong
family values. The concept of the child-oriented family has had a devastating effect on American
families. Every generation before us understood intuitively that the child should pay more attention to
parents than parents pay to the child. They understood that parents cannot set a good example unless
their children are actually paying attention and respecting what they say and teach. The foremost
method of teaching is a Christ-like example. Parents also understood that they could not set a good
example unless their lifestyle reflected the values of Christ which they learned and absorbeb only from
the Church. Children will inevitably ignore parents who act as if children are the primary and only
focus of life. “That is what we have been doing in this country for thirty or so years and are now reaping
the consequences of our actions. It is a bitter harvest.” Parents must recognize their God-given position
which fosters security for the family unit. Sensing a lack of security in their family structure, children
are overwhelmed by the pagan values in our society. They subsequently are terrified by life’s problems
and fail to learn spiritually realistic coping skills.

The most serious issue facing American parents is that their priorities are out of order. OQur sense of
family values is slipping away and we are gradually re-introducing a pagan value system into our
culture. We are forgetting our Creator God is first in our lives. He has blessed us with the gift of
children to strengthen our relationship with Him. They are not to be utilized to separate us in our
spiritual life with Him. They cannot be misconstrued as an excuse for keeping us from worship or
maintaining a spiritual relationship with Him. Children are only going to experience stability and
security in the family setting if parents feel comfortable about their responsible leadership role and

energetically exercise it. If the nourishment of the child’s soul is vital, parents must take pains to meet
their own need for spiritual sustenance. Parents must recognize they cannot give to their offspring what

they themselves do not possess.

Parents should be knowledgeable enough about their own personal faith commitment to our Saviour so
they are able to communicate without hesitation to their children the teaching of Christ which they have
made their own. We should be able with conviction to state: “I know where I stand in relation to our
Creator and I know where I want you to stand. I know what I believe and espouse and I wish to share
that value system with you so you will not only be successful in this life, but for all eternity. I not only
love you in the flesh, but your whole person, body and soul. I want you along side me before the throne of

our Heavenly Father after the Last Judgment.”?

Because so many parents are attempting to raise and nurture their children simply on their own worldly
superficial values and perceptions, without the truths of our blessed faith, we are finding ourselves in a
turbulent epoch in history. By themselves parents, as sinful human beings, can easily err, but if they
know and understand as well as believe in Christ in the life of His Body, the Church, they should not be
passing off their own often-times misperceptions and ideas to their beloved children. The values of
Christ are error-free and unchanging. What was right a hundred years ago, is still moral and correct

. today and for all time. If Christ is foremost in our hearts and souls, parents will not err and deviate from

the healthy rearing of children.

When parents have no worthwhile roots in the life of the Body of Christ, the result is far-reaching,
particularly where children are involved. Only as long as parents can enforce their ideas on the mind
and body of the child by sheer physical size, will they be presently able to maintain a semblance of
order in the home. As long as the father and mother can now overwhelm the child, they lead the family.
But this worldly based concept only lasts as long as children are small. Children are readily able to
discern if their parents have a fundamental viable faith commitment to Christ. If they do not, whatever
is being taught in our society today can easily be questioned as personal interpretation and individual
judgment and parents are not immune from attack on this front. We all know in our pagan culture, the
judgment of a child assumes the same weight as that of the parent. BUT if it is the eternal values of
Christ that we advance, there is no possibility for error and we are playing in an entirely new ball game.
There is no longer room for argument. God’s word and that of the parent remain intact.

Parents must not only prepare children for the here-and-now life, but to be successful equally as much
beyond this vale of tears. Children should be taught, not simply in our School of Religion classes how
vital a relationship with the Lord is in the life of His Body, the Church, but should readily see it
practiced and seriously lived in the home. And this relationship they should healthily observe and live
daily in all circumstances with faith-filled parents. Byzantine Catholic parents who deprive their
children of a life in Christ are guilty of the most serious form of child abuse. We cannot as believers
neglect the soul of the child and its authentic needs and if parents have responded to the initially offered
love of Christ themselves, they certainly then will know how important it is to have children live the very
same way. If we raise children pleasing in the sight of God, they will be participants of divine life, and
we will be parents blessed forever, simply because we have formed citizens of the eternal kingdom!
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