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CONFESSIONS: SS. Peter & Paul: Saturday 1:00 - 2:00 p.m. and Sunday 8:00 — 8:30 a.m. prior to
Divine Liturgy and Daily prior to Divine Liturgy
St. Mary’s: Saturday 3:00 PM
SICK CALLS: As scheduled, or anytime in case of an emergency. If anyone is homebound or

hospitalized, please call the rectory (544-2074)
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Bulletins are sponsored by
Mahal-Ritzel Funeral Home
Minersville, PA 544-5111
Mark J. Mahal — Funeral Director

Celebrating Holy and Great Pascha

Brethren, how fine a thing it is to move from fes-
tival to festival, from prayer to prayer, from holy day
to holy day. The time is now at hand when we enter
on a new beginning: the proclamation of the blessed
Passover, in which the Lord was sacrificed. We feed
as on the food of life, we constantly refresh our souls
with His precious blood, as from a fountain. Yet we
are always thirsting, burning to be satisfied. But He
Himself is present for those who thirst and in His
goodness invites them to the feast day. Our Savior
repeats His words: If anyone thirsts, let him come to
me and drink.

He quenched the thirst not only of those who came
to him then. Whenever anyone seeks him He is freely
admitted to the presence of the Savior. The grace of
the feast is not restricted to one occasion. Its rays of
glory never set. It is always at hand to enlighten the
mind of those who desire it. Its power is always there
for those whose minds have been enlightened and
who meditate day and night on the holy Scriptures,
like the one who is called blessed in the holy psalm:

Blessed is the man who has not followed the counsel

of the wicked, or stood where sinners stand, or sat in
the seat of the scornful, but whose delight is in the
law of the Lord, and who meditates on his law day
and night.

Moreover, my friends, the God who first estab-
lished this feast for us allows us to celebrate it each
year. He who gave up His Son to death for our salva-
tion, from the same motive gives us this feast, which
is commemorated every year. This feast guides us
through the trials that meet us in this world. God
now gives us the joy of salvation that shines out from
this feast, as He brings us together to form one as-
sembly, uniting us all in spirit in every place, allowing
us to pray together and to offer common thanksgiving,
as is our duty on the feast. Such is the wonder of His
love: He gathers to this feast those who are far apart,
and brings together in unity of faith those who may be
physically separated from each other.

St. Athanasius the Great

For more information on Eastern spirituality, visit
www.ecpubs.com

RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD
GOD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST

Icon of the Descent into Hades
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Volume 2024
Christ is Risen!

Number 14
Indeed, He is Risen!

Holy & Great Pascha
Easter Sunday
Festal Tone

Welcome to the parish communities of SS. Peter and Paul and St. Mary Byzantine Catholic Churches of
Minersville and Saint Clare, Pennsylvania. We greet and welcome you to our Church. Our Church is a holy
place. Our Church is where we get together in Jesus’ Name. it is holy because we come here to worship, to be
nourished in faith through Sacred Scripture and preaching, to open our hearts and minds to celebrate the
mystery of salvation in Jesus Christ and to dedicate ourselves to a life of holiness and service to the Lord and
others. The church building itself reflects this faith and calls us to enter into communion with God. We invite
you to share our faith in Jesus Christ, to experience our worship and to live a life dedicated to the service of

God and one another in Jesus’ Name.
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March 31 — April 6, AD2024

Vigil of Easter Resurrection of Jesus Christ

Saturday 7:00 p.m. Matins of Resurrection and Divine Liturgy*
Special Intention

Sunday 8:00 a.m. Matins of Recurrection and Divine Liturgy*

Health and Blessing of the Parishioners
(livestreamed)

Bright Monday 7:00 p.m.
Bright Wed.  9:00 a.m.
Bright Thurs. 9:00 a.m.
Bright Friday 9:00 a.m.

+Rose Lukacina req. by Bertha & James Buchkarick*
+Michael Manzick req. by MM Mich Barkasi*
+Anna Benzulak req. by Veronica & Stanley Samalis*
+Michael & Gloria Kovack req. by Marie Wanchick*
Saturrday +Michael Sinko req. by Mrs. Bertha Tomcho*
*St. Mary

*SS Peter & Paul

4:00 p.m.

Epistle Readers: 3/30 — Marie Wanchick; 3/31 — Laura Mitchell; 4/1 — Paulette
Murphy; 4/7 — Ellen Sinkovich; 4/14 — Jennifer Keer; 4/21 — Beverly
Kostishak; 4/28 — Judy Kostura; 5/5 — Gail Burgess; 5/9 — Dolores Kramer;
5/12 — Anna Keer; 5/18 — Marie Wanchick; 5/19 — Ellen Sinkovich; 5/26 —
Jennifer Keer.

Candle Offering: Icon of the Mother of God: IMO +Michael, Jr. & +Irene
Pavelko; Icon of Jesus Christ: IMO +Peter, Sr &+Geneva Zelinsky &
Family; Tetrapod: IMO Jaime Zelinsky offered by Colleen & Jack Zelinsky &
Family

Breakfast with Father:
On Thomas Sunday following the Divine Liturgy we will continue our Bible Study and
Continental style breakfast.

Note: This is a fast-free week!

A Biblical Easter Meditation:
Lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Matthew 28:20

Now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the first fruits of them that sleep.
I Corinthians 15:20

Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. I Corinthians
15:57

I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ lives in me. Galatians
2:20

If then you be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sits on the
right hand of God. Colossians 3:1

Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I
am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades. (Revelation 1:18 ).

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon you. [Isaiah
60:1]

"With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And
God's grace was so powerfully at work in them all." [Acts 4:33]



CoOUNCIL OF NICAEA |

“We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only-be-
gotten Son of God, God from God, light from light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, one in
being with the Father. Through him all things were

made” (Creed of Nicaea [A.D. 325]).

“But those who say, ‘There was a time when he [the
Son] did not exist, and ‘Before he was born, he did
not exist, and ‘Because he was made from non-ex-
isting matter, he is either of another substance or
essence, and those who call ‘God the Son of God
changeable and mutable; these the Catholic Church
anathematizes” (Appendix to the Creed of Nicaea [A.D.
325]).

PATRICK OF IRELAND

“Jesus Christ is the Lord and God in whom we be-
lieve, and whose coming we expect will soon take
place, the judge of the living and the dead, who will
render to everyone according to his works” (Confes-
sion of St. Patrick 4 [A.D. 452]).
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hrist’s divinity is shown over and over again
Cin the New Testament. For example, in

John 5:18 we are told that Jesus’ opponents
sought to kill him because he “called God his Father,
making himself equal with God.”

In John 8:58, when quizzed about how he has
special knowledge of Abraham, Iesus replies, “Truly,
truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, | AM"—in-
voking and applying to himself the personal name
of God—"1 AM” (Ex. 3:14). His audience understood
exactly what he was claiming about himself. “So they
took up stones to throw at him; but Jesus hid him-
self, and went out of the temple” (John 8:59).

In John 20:28, Thomas falls at Jesus' feet, ex-
claiming, "My Lord and my God!” (Greek: Ho Kurios
mou kai ho Theos mou—Iiterally, “The Lord of me and

- the God of me!”)

In Philippians 2:6, Paul tells us that Christ Jesus
“[w]ho, being in very nature God, did not consider
equality with God something to be grasped” (New
International Version). So Jesus chose to be born in
humble, human form though he could have simply
remained in equal glory with the Father for he was
“in very nature God.”

Also significant are passages that apply the title
“the First and the Last” to Jesus. This is one of the
Old Testament titles of Yahweh: “Thus says Yahweh,
the King of Israel and his Redeemer, Yahweh of
armies: ‘T am the First and I am the Last; besides me
there is no god'” (Is. 44:6; cf. 41:4, 48:12).

This title is directly applied to Jesus three times in
the book of Revelation: “When I saw him [Christ], ]
fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right
hand upon me, saying, ‘Fear not, I am the First and
the Last’” (Rev. 1:17). “And to the angel of the church
in Smyrna write: ‘The words of the First and the Last,

Page 1



who died and came to life’” (Rev. 2:8). “Behold, 1
am coming soon, bringing my recompense, to repay
every one for what he has done. I am the Alpha and
the Omega, the First and the Last, the beginning and
the end” (Rev. 22:12-13).

This last quote is especially significant since it
applies to Jesus the parallel title “the Alpha and the

Omega,” which Revelation earlier applied to ‘the -

Lord God: “'I am the Alpha and the Omega, says the
Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come,
the Almighty” (Rev. 1:8).

As the following quotes show, the early Church
Fathers also recognized that Jesus Christ is God and
were adamant in maintaining this precious truth.

IGNATIUS OF ANTIOCH

“Ignatius, also called Theophorus, to the Church at
Ephesus in Asia . . . predestined from eternity for
a glory that is lasting and unchanging, united and
chosen through true suffering by the will of the Fa-
ther in Jesus Christ our God” (Letter to the Ephesians

1 [A.D. 110]).

“For our God, Jesus Christ, was conceived by Mary
in accord with God'’s plan: of the seed of David, it is
true, but also of the Holy Spirit” (ibid., 18:2).

“[T]o the Church beloved and enlightened after the
love of Jesus Christ, our God, by the will of him that
has willed everything which is” (Letter to the Romans

1 [A.D. 110]).

ARISTIDES

“|Christians] are they who, above every people of the
earth, have found the truth, for they acknowledge
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only of the only, God of God, image and likeness of
deity, efficient Word, wisdom comprehensive of the
constitution of all things, and power formative of
the whole creation, true Son of true Father, invisible

~of invisible, and incorruptible of incorruptible, and

immortal of immortal and eternal of eternal. . . . And
thus neither was the Son ever wanting to the Father, .
nor the Spirit to the Son; but without variation and
without change, the.same Trinity abides ever” (Dec-
laration of Faith |A.D. 265)).

ARNOBIUS

ni

Well, then, some raging, angry, and excited man
will say, ‘is that Christ your God? ‘God indeed,
we shall answer, ‘and God of the hidden powers’”
(Against the Pagans 1:42 [A.D. 305]).

LACTANTIUS

“He was made both Son of God in the spirit and
Son of man in the flesh, that is, both God and man”
(Divine Institutes 4:13:5 [A.D. 307]).

“We, on the other hand, are [truly] religious, who
make our supplications to the one true God. Some-
one may perhaps ask how, when we say that we
worship one God only, we nevertheless assert that
there are two, God the Father and God the Son—
which assertion has driven many into the greatest
error . .. [thinking] that we confess that there is
another God, and that he is mortal. . . . [But w]hen
we speak of God the Father and God the Son, we do
not speak of them as different, nor do we separate -
each, because the Father cannot exist without the
Son, nor can the Son be separated from the Father”
(ibid., 4:28-29).
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N OVATIAN

“If Christ was only man, why did he lay down for
us such a rule of believing as that in which he said,
‘and this is life eternal, that they should know you,
the only and true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou
hast sent? [John 17:3]. Had he not wished that he

also should be understood to be-God, why did he

add, ‘And Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent, ex-
cept because he wished to be received as God also?
Because if he had not wished to be understood to
be God, he would have added, ‘And the man Jesus
Christ, whom thou hast sent;" but, in fact, he neither
added this, nor did Christ deliver himself to us as
man only, but associated himself with God, as he
wished to be understood by this conjunction to
be God also, as he is. We must therefore believe,
according to the rule prescribed, on the Lord, the
one trﬁe God, and consequently on him whom he
has sent, Jesus Christ, who by no means, as we have
said, would have linked himself to the Father had he
not wished to be understood to be God also. For he
would have separated himself from him had he not
wished to be understood to be God” (Treatise on the
Trinity 16 [A.D. 235]).

CYPRIAN OF CARTHAGE

“One who denies that Christ is God cannot become
his temple [of the Holy Spirit] . .. “ (Letters 73:12
[A.D. 253}). '

GREGORY THE WONDERWORKER

“There is one God, the Father of the living Word,
who is his subsistent wisdom and power and eter-
nal image: perfect begetter of the perfect begotten,
Father of the only-begotten Son. There is one Lord,
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God, the Creator and maker of all things, in the
only-begotten Son and in the Holy Spirit” (Apology
16 [A.D. 140]).

TATIAN THE SYRIAN

“We are not playing the fool, you Greeks, nor do we
talk nonsense, when we report that God was born
in the form of a man” (Address to the Greeks 21 [A.D.
170)).

MELITO OF SARDIS

“It is no way necessary in dealing with persons of
intelligence to adduce the actions of Christ after

his baptism as proof that his soul and his body, his
human nature, were like ours, real and not phantas-
mal. The activities of Christ after his baptism, and
especially his miracles, gave indication and assur-
ance to the world of the deity hidden in his flesh.
Being God and likewise perfect man, he gave positive
indications of his two natures: of his deity, by the
miracles during the three years following after his
baptism, of his humanity, in the thirty years which
came before his baptism, during which, by reason of
his condition according to the flesh, he concealed
the signs of his deity, although he was the true God
existing before the ages” (Fragment in Anastasius of
Sinai’s The Guide 13 [A.D. 177]).

" IRENAEUS

“For the Church, although dispersed throughout
the whole world even to the ends of the earth, has
received from the apostles and from their disciples
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the faith in one God, Father Almighty, the creator
of heaven and earth and sea and all that is in them;
and in oneJesus Christ, the Son of God, who became
flesh for our salvation; and in the Holy Spirit, who
announced through the prophets the dispensations
and the comings, and the birth from a Virgin, and
the passion, and the resurrection from the dead,
and the bodily ascension into heaven of the beloved
Christ Jesus our Lord, and his coming from heaven
in the glory of the Father to reestablish all things;
and the raising up again of all flesh of all human-
ity, in order that to Jesus Christ our Lord and.God
and Savior and King, in accord with the approval of
the invisible Father, every knee shall bend of those
in heaven and on earth and under the earth . . . ”
(Against Heresies 1:10:1 [A.D. 189]).

“Nevertheless, what cannot be said of anyone else
who ever lived, that he is himself in his own right
God and Lord . . . may be seen by all who have at-
tained to even a small portion of the truth” (ibid.,
3:19:1).

CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA

“The Word, then, the Christ, is the cause both of our
ancient beginning—for he was in God—and of our
well-being. And now this same Word has appeared
as man. He alone is both God and man, and the
source of all our good things” (Exhortation to the
Greeks 1:7:1 [A.D. 190]).

“Despised as to appearance but in reality. adored,
[Jesus is] the expiator, the Savior, the soother, the
divine Word, he that is quite evidently true God, he
that is put on a level with the l.ord of the universe
because he was his Son” (ibid., 10:110:1).
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TERTULLIAN

“The origins of both his substances display him as
man and as God: from the one, born, and from the
other, not born” (The Flesh of Christ 5:6-7 [A.D.

210]).

“That there are two gods and two Lords, however, is
a statement which we will never allow to issue from
our mouth; not as if the Father and the Son were
not God, nor the Spirit God, and each of them God;
but formerly two were spoken of as gods and two as
Lords, so that when Christ would come, he might
both be acknowledged as God and be called Lord,
because he is the Son of him who is both God and
Lord” (Against Praxeas 13:6 (A.D. 216)).

ORIGEN

“Although he was God, he took flesh; and having
been made man, he remained what he was: God”
(The Fundamental Doctrines 1:0:4 [A.D. 225]).

HirrolLyTus

“Only [God's] Word is from himself and is therefore
also God, becoming the substance of God" (Refuta-
tion of All Heresies 10:33 [A.D. 228]).

HirroLyTuS OF ROME

“For Christ is the God over all, who has arranged to
wash away sin from mankind, rendering the old man
new” (ibid., 10:34).
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