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CONFESSIONS : SS. Peter & Paul Sunday One half hour prior to Divine Liturgy and Daily

prior to Divine Liturgy. Saturday 1pm to 2pm
St. Mary’s Saturday 3:00 PM
SICK CALLS : As scheduled, or anytime in case of an emergency. If anyone is homebound or
hospitalized, please call the rectory 570-544-2074
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Journeying to Pascha

Jesus continues today his work of healing and
exorcism, and that is appropriate for this time
of Lent, because Lent is a time for healing and
exorcism. It is a time for us to heal the wounds
of our souls — self-inflicted wounds due to our
complacency and laziness and self-indulgence.
It is time to get rid of those demons of our own
sinful habits and anything that keeps us away
from God and from living that abundant life that
Christ came to give us.

We start to make our way toward Jerusalem.
At the end of today’s Gospel already there is
the prediction of the passion, the death and the
resurrection of Christ, giving a little hint in the
Gospel that the course of Lent is moving now
towards Jerusalem. We have gone through sev-
eral weeks now of spiritual preparations, Scrip-
ture texts, prayers and activities. Now our focus

is starting to turn towards Jerusalem. That will
be made more explicit in next Sunday’s Gospel,
but we are already getting a hint of it now.

There are only three weeks now until Easter, two
weeks until Palm Sunday, when we are really li-
turgically accompanying Christ into the mystery
of His Passion.

So it is coming soon, and we have to start turn-
ing towards Jerusalem. We have to get focused,
we have to get recollected, we have to really re-
vive our Lenten prayer and fasting so that we can
make the rest of this journey and be fruitful and
overcome the demons and find healing for the
wounds of our souls — and go with Christ to his
Passion and, through the mystery of His Cross,
come to that great, transfiguring, glorious cel-
ebration of His Resurrection.
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF THE GREAT FAST
SUNDAY OF ST. JOHN CLIMACUS

0 XPICTOC [WhENOC TON CEAHNIAZOMENON

Icon of Healing the Boy with a Demon




Number 12
He is and will be!

Volume 2026
Christ is among us!

4" Sunday of the Great Fast
John Climacus, Venerable
Tone 6

Welcome to the parish communities of SS. Peter and Paul and St. Mary Byzantine Catholic Churches of
Minersville and Saint Clare, Pennsylvania. We greet and welcome you to our Church. Our Church is a holy
place. Our Church is where we get together in Jesus’ Name. it is holy because we come here to worship, to be
nourished in faith through Sacred Scripture and preaching, to open our hearts and minds to celebrate the
mystery of salvation in Jesus Christ and to dedicate ourselves to a life of holiness and service to the Lord and
others. The church building itself reflects this faith and calls us to enter into communion with God. We invite
you to share our faith in Jesus Christ, to experience our worship and to live a life dedicated to the service of

God and one another in Jesus’ Name.
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March 8 — March 14, AD2026

Vigil of Sunday
Saturday 4:00 p.m. Fourth +All Souls*
Sunday 9:00 a.m. Health and Blessings of the Parishioners*
Monday 9:00 a.m. No Service Today*
Tuesday 9:00 a.m. 34 Lenten Hour*
Wednesday  6:00 p.m. Liturgy of Presanctified Gifts*
+Michael Kovich req. by Marie Wanchick
Thursday 9:00 a.m. No Divine Services*
Friday 4:00 p.m. Liturgy of Presanctified Gifts*
Saturday Vigil
4:00 p.m. +Sue Dinich req. by Madeline Dinich*
*St. Mary

*SS Peter & Paul

Epistle Readers:; 3/1 — Gail Burgess; 3/8 — Ellen Sinkovich; 3/15 — Dolores
Kramer; 3/22 — Laura Mitchell; 3/29 — Jennifer Keer; 4/5 — Paulette Murphy;

Readers for the Presanctified Gifts: 3/18 — Laura Mitchell (1* reading); Marie Wanchick
(2" reading).

Bible Study with Father today, March 8, following the Divine Liturgy. A Lenten Meal will
be provided following the Bible Study. Bible Study will continue throughout the Great Fast
on Sunday. Young adults are especially encouraged to join us. We live in an especially
turbulent time where violence is becoming more pronounced. Only knowledge of Jesus
Christ can alleviate what ails us and our country. Our focus will be the Gospel of St.
Matthew.

St Mary Byzantine Catholic Church 131 S Morris St, St Clair is hosting Lenten Dinners
on Fridays during the month of March (March 6, 13, 20 & 27). Dinner includes baked
haddock, starch of the week, vegetable, coleslaw, roll, dessert, and drink. Cost is $16.
"Extra' menu items can also be purchased. Call Dolores at 570-544-5398 to place your
order. Pre-ordering is encouraged to guarantee your meal. Come to Pre-Sanctified
Liturgy at 4 PM, and then pick up your supper!! Eat in or take out!

THE INFIRM FAITH OF THE BOY'S FATHER.

CHRYSOSTOM: The Scripture indicates that this man was extremely weak in faith, as is
evident at four points: from Christ's saying that "All things are possible to him that believes;"
from the saying of the man himself as he approached, "Help me in my unbelief;" from
Christ's commanding the devil to "enter no more into him;" and from the man's saying again
to Christ, "If you can." THE GOSPEL OF ST. MATTHEW, HOMILY 57.3. 9:24 I Believe; Help My
Unbelief

EMERGENT FAITH SEEKING MATURITY.

AUGUSTINE: In saying, "When the Son of Man shall come, shall he find faith upon the earth?"
our Lord spoke of that faith which is fully matured, which is so seldom found on earth. The
church's faith is full, for who would come here if there were no fullness of faith? And whose
faith when fully matured would not move mountains? Look at the apostles themselves, who
would not have left all they had, trodden under foot this world's hope, and followed the Lord,
if they had not had proportionally great faith. And yet if they had already experienced a
completely matured faith, they would have not said to the Lord, "Increase our faith." Rather
we find here an emerging faith, which is not yet full faith, in that father who when he had
presented to the Lord his son to be cured of an evil spirit and was asked whether he believed,
answered, "Lord, I believe, help me in my unbelief." "Lord," says he, "I believe." "I believe";
therefore there was faith; but "help me in my unbelief: therefore there was not full faith.
SERMONS ON NEW TESTAMENT LESSONS 65.

PRAY TO BELIEVE, BELIEVE TO PRAY.



WISDOM! BE ATTENTIVE

God-bearer, hermit of the desert and angel in the flesh;
our fasting, vigils, and prayers. You hea.led
u with faith. Glory be to the One Who gives
u; glory be to the Lord Who

Fourth Sunday of the Great

O John our father,
' you received heavenly gifts by y
the sick and those coming to yo
you strength; glory be to Him Who crowned yo
heals all through your intercession Troparion,

Fast.

O John, our leader and father; the Lord has placed you on high as a true
gulding star lighting the ends of the earth with the truth of your virtue
Kontakion, Fourth Sunday of the Great Fast.

Let the faithful exult in glory; let them sing for joy and take their rest
Prokimenon, Fourth Sunday of the Great Fast.

Léfd,'O penerable Father John, you left this

world, counting as nothing the riches and glory that it offered. Then you
cried out to everyone: Love the Lord and you shall find eternal favor, jor
nothing is preferable to His love. And when He shall come in glory, you will
find repose with all.the saints. Through their prayers, O Christ, grant great
r souls Vesper Hymn, Fourth Sunday of the Great Fast.

Having heard the Gospel of the

mercy to ou

We now behold a new mother, greater than the wonders of old. For who has
éver krnown a mother to bear a child without the help of man? Who has
known a mother to hold within her arms the Source of all creation? It was
God’s own will to be born in this manner,
carried Him as an infant in your arms. Because
God with the boldness of a mother. Therefore, we venera
to always beseech Him to have mercy on us and save our
Hymn, Fourth Sunday of the Great Fast.

and you, O most pure Virgin,
of this, you can approach
te you and ask you
souls Vesper

I have been sorely wounded by the thlevery

of passions; lift me up, O Christ, I beseech You. My soul has been stripped by
thieves; they have left me half dead along the path, wou.nded by the' blows
of my sins; now deign to heal me, O Lord. By my passions, O Christ our
Saviour, I have been stripped of Your commandments; sensual pleasures
have struck me down; pour out the oil of Your love upon me

Fourth Sunday of the Great Fast.

Traversing the path of this life,

Matins Hymn,

TeacH
Us

OR)

Perfection

If anyone can control his tongue, it proves that he has perfect control over himself in every
other way James 3: 2.

After you have suffered a little while, our God, who is full of kindness through Christ, will
give you his eternal glory. He will personally come and pick you up and set you firmly in
place and make you stronger than ever 1 Peter S: 10.

But those who do what Christ tells them to will learn to love God more and more. That is
the way to know whether or not you are a Christian 1 John 2: 5.

For though we have never yet seen God, when we love each other God lives in us and his
love within us grows even stronger 1 John 4: 12.

No one who has become part of God’s family makes a practice of sinning, for Christ,
God’s Son, holds him securely and the devil cannot get his hands on him 1 John 5: 18.

And now, all glory to God. He is able to keep you from slipping and falling away, and to
bring you , sinless and perfect, info his glorious presence Jude 1: 24, 25.

The person who has been born into God’s family does not make a practice of sinning
because God’s life is in him, so he cannot keep on sinning, for this new life has been born
in him and directs him, he has been born again. So now we can tell who is a child of God
and who belongs to satan. Whoever is living a life of sin and does not love his brother
shows that he is not in God’s family John 3: 9, 10.



Many Believed

Many believed in his name when they saw the signs which he did
John 2: 21.

Natures groans and suffers as a result of the fall of humanity, as St. Paul observes, “Yes, we
know that all creation groans and is in agony even until now. Not only that, but we ourselves,
although we have the spirit as first fruits, groan inwardly while we await the redemption of our
bodies” Romans 8: 22, 23. Nature nevertheless remains obedient to the Master’s voice.
Creation may be marred by sin, but it is not deaf to the Creator. Nature’s awesome power
instantly yields to the instruction of Jesus. People give mixed reaction to the words of the
Lord, but winds and waves and water obey. People cling to old wineskins while water
gleefully becomes wine. Dried fish and crusty loaves multiply in a small cascade of food
enough to fill a multitude. Fish find their way to the other side of a boat and waiting nets.

The power of our Lord over nature carries a quiet, sure demeanor. His acts are deft. It is not
his command or prayer that got the attention of people, it is what happens after He speaks. As
we meditate briefly on the ongoing role of Jesus as Creator, visualize in your mind, in your
heart and of course, in your soul, the effects of his heavenly authority in your life. Listen
carefully for his voice and how He speaks to you.

“The spirit of the Lord is upon me because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the
oppressed go free...” Luke 4: 18. The signs and miracles confirmed what Jesus taught earlier
in the synagogue in Nazareth, when He claimed to fulfill the prophecy of the One, who as the
Lord’s anointed, would bring “good news to the poor,” would bring God’s salvation, would
bring the answer to the judgment that was facing those who rebelled against God. The
evidence of this would be the mighty miracles they would witness performed. So the miracles
were not only intended to accomplish wonderful things, although they did that; they were also
intended to establish the identity of Jesus and ultimately give credibility to the good news He
came to proclaim.

So believers, then, come to understand the role of miracles with Jesus. They were more than
ample proof of the existence in his Person or the force beyond nature that could and would act
within it. This is good news! This is powerful news! This is hopeful news for all who follow
the Saviour. His signs reveal uniquely him as the Power who could reverse the very forces of

Nobody will miss us, certainly with so many others there, even God will overlook our
absence we think in the imagination of our empty heads. Maybe we just don’t want
to contend with the weather, so we remain in the warm and embracing bed all
Sunday morning, thinking we'll go next Sunday, so it does not matter!

Would you not say that whatever else you selected to do, instead of meeting and
encountering Christ, would say something about the significance of your relationship
with him? If He is not the most important person in all the world to you, what then is
your relationship with him? Would it not mean that, just like Judas, you have
established your value of Christ and it is not realistic? Would it not mean that
whatever else you chose to do is far more important that spending some time with
the Lord of the universe?

If you are the one responsible for your family worshipping, for them also being
present here each Sunday and holyday, and you neglect to see they are in fact in
the company of the Lord, are you making his value to them as well, far less that
reality requires? Are you eager to assume responsibility for their absent sinfulness
because you wish to indulge your own fantasies and neglect to think about their
validity?

How can we ever forget the Lord taught us that whenever believers gather in his
name, He will always honor that gathering with his presence? Don’t our families, our
loved ones, our children, don’t we along with them, need the company and constant
presence of the Lord? Or do we need him only when we decide? “For when two or
three are gathered together in my name, | am there in the midst of them” Matthew
18: 20.

In other words, He gave his word to be present whenever two or more believers
come together in his name. So, if He keeps his promise, why don't we? What do we
offer as a trade in for the presence of Christ? So do we really believe his word? Do
we accept its value? Many figure our Lord is not speaking the truth because so
many snub him rather easily and glibly on His day by simply not showing up where
He promised to be.

Either they do not believe the Lord or they have established a very low estimate of
his worth. The commandments teach us to keep holy the Sabbath day and worship
him. Is his insight more valuable to our own feeble understanding or do we dismiss it
cavalierly? What gods have we created to take his place because whatever is more
important to us than God becomes our god!



What Would You Trade For Jesus?

Centuries ago, ancient merchants originated a phrase which came to serve as the
universal rule for trade and commerce: “The value of anything is determined by how
much it can be traded for.” Ironic as this may seem, one of the greatest illustrations
of this principle comes from the tragic story of Christ's betrayal by one of his own
disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was the treasurer of the twelve, traded his loyalty, his
devotional love for Jesus along with salvation of his soul, for some thirty pieces of
silver.

Judas simply traded Christ for something which he felt was of higher value to him.
After being with Christ daily, witnessing the miracles and wonders, that Judas only
considered the Saviour of the universe worth but a mere trifling thirty pieces of silver!
The infamous downfall of Judas is really a story of warped values. He simply failed
to recognize the true worth, the vast preciousness of his relationship with Jesus
Christ. “Then was fulfilled what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, saying, “And
they took the thirty pieces of silver, the value of him who was priced, whom they of
the children of Israel priced” Matthew 27: 9. :

Twisted values are not at all uncommon in other biblical accounts, such as the story
of the twin brothers, Jacob and Esau (Genesis 25). A special blessing and
inheritance from their father Isaac belonged to the first-born son. Esau. But Esau
lacked a full appreciation for his inherited birthright dignity.

In contrast, Jacob realized its astronomical value and coveted the birthright. He
eventually found a scheme to transfer its rights to himself. At a time that Esau was
famished, Jacob offered him a bow! of lentils in exchange for the birthright. Although
this offer was in no way equitable, amazingly, Esau agreed to trade his birthright for
a single, simple bowl of beans because he was famished!

What distorted values Esau had! Sold his soul to fill his belly! But is it any different
than the petty inferior things that many people trade for spiritual treasures?

What if the Lord addressed a letter to each of us and promised to personally meet
with us on a Sunday morning? Sunday comes but we begin to feel differently, or
perhaps, more realistically we feel indifferently! There are so many other things
which we prefer to do. Church can be omitted, the worship and presence of Christ
can be forgotten this one day, we rationalize to ourselves.

death and destruction that plague the world. What astoundingly good news our Lord delivers
with each sign and miracle, even if it does not directly involve us!

The enemy which Jesus confronted and challenged in his public life among us was not the
Roman oppressor, but the spiritual power of darkness, the dominion of satan. “If | by the
finger of God cast out demons,” he said, “then the kingdom of God has come upon you”
Luke 11: 20. The proclamation of the advent of the divine kingdom stirred up especially
hostile activity in the realm of evil, which felt its dominion threatened. The superior power of
the kingdom of God is seen in the release of those whose minds and bodies are held in
spiritual bondage: Jesus not only proclaimed but effected liberty to the captive and release to
the enchained” Isaiah 61: 1. In doing so He knew himself to be the agent of the Father in our
midst who desired the well-being, not the suffering of his created children.

At that time the air in the synagogue was hot and tight and heavy. Hearing the words, “...to
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor...” Luke 4: 19, formally announced by the town’s
citizen was somewhat astounding, but somewhat less enchanting. The attendant handed Jesus
the scroll of Isaiah. He quietly unrolled it, found the verses He was looking for, and began to
speak with the voice of uncommon authority. He stops in the middle of the verse. Just like
that, Jesus left it unfinished and sat down. The eyes of everyone were fastened on him. Little
wonder, they had never heard the prophecy of Isaiah read in exactly such a way, like the words
were his own. Finally, Jesus breaks the silence, “Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your
hearing.”

So from the very beginning, our Lord makes it clear his agenda, his purpose, his vocation is
not to execute the wrath of God, but to bear in his own body the same wrath, to bear within
himself our sinfulness, our transgressions, our guilt. His makes his own the fury of the Father
over our separation and unbelief.

All of the justified anger of the Father, all the white hot anger against our sinfulness is poured
out on the cross. Because of Jesus, the Eternal Father has no anger left for each of us if we but
repent, remain penitential and respond to his love genuinely.




The things that keep us away from Christ are the things that we judge are far more
important than He is in our lives. The things that keep us away from Christ reflect the
value that is placed on the Lord. Why is it that God's revelation to us associates and
connects the neglect of church attendance to behavior worst than sin? Mere
absence from church is not in itself a sin, but a pattern of absence always leads to,
or has a relationship to sin and is not pleasing in the sight of our Creator who
teaches us in the words of St. Paul about “.,.not forsaking the assembling of
ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and much
the more as you see the Day approaching. For if we sin willfully after we have
received the knowledge of truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins”
Hebrews 10: 25, 26.

Judas was unfaithful. And unfaithfulness to the Body of Christ is just as offensive in
the sight of our heavenly Father as is unfaithfulness to Christ himself. Scripture
teaches us: “...it keeps us in spiritual influence that would encourage us and keep us
from falling away from the Lord” Hebrews 3: 12, 13. Absence from church keeps us
away from encouragement toward repentance and reconciliation should we fall into
sin 1 John 1: 9; Galatians 6: 1. It prevents our faith from being built up by hearing
the word of God preached and explained to us Romans 10: 17. It keeps us from
obeying the Lord’'s command to demonstrate love for the brethren which keeps us
from falling into sin 1 John 2: 10; John 15: 12. It prevents us from receiving
correction and submitting ourselves to spiritual authority and makes us independent
of the Lord Hebrews 13: 17. It expresses unbelief and disobedience to God’s Word
which teaches us to fellowship with each other and to assemble together and
provide a good example and encouragement to each other 1 John 1 :7; Hebrews
10: 25. It shows disregard toward the call to worship the Lord collectively as his
Body Psalms 22: 22; 35: 28; 107: 32. It shows our lack of discernment of the Lord's
Body of which we are supposed to be communicants Matthew 25: 14; 1 Corinthians
11: 29. It demonstrates a lack of self-sacrifice and discipline Luke 18: 20. It is a
sign of omission in that we know it is good to be faithful to the Church James 4; 17,
but we decide to absent ourselves on our own authority which we feel is more
important than that of Christ.

As for Esau the value he placed on the things of God was only worth a bowl of
beans which he traded in exchange for his birthright to his brother Jacob. He never
dreamed God would not accept his judgment or interpretation. For Judas the things
of God were worth only a slightly higher price, some thirty pieces of silver which he
exchanged for the betrayal of Jesus.

What about us? What is our value placed on the things of God? What price will it
take to keep us away from our church and its spiritual values and treasures?. If we
ever think being a follower of Christ is something that we can do out of convenience,
we are sadly mistaken. But by the time we come to that truthful reality, it will be
entirely too late. We will be in the place we ardently desired, but did not want to end
up in. Our God is not interested in our leftovers, our crumbs because Hga must. be
highest priority in life or he becomes worthless. In order to serve Christ, it requires
sacrifice on our part, it must be an investment of our time, our treasure, and our
talents, our entire lives “nor will | offer burnt offerings to the Lord my God with that
which costs me nothing” 2 Samuel 24: 24.

If we wish to know how much God values us, we simply look at the Cross and to th_e
sepulcher. “No greater love has anyone than he who would lay down his life for his
friends” On Great and Holy Friday, the emphasis is made on how greatly He vglue_s
our friendship. Simply gaze at the cross and know how much you are worth in hls
eyes. Then think about how much value He ought have in your judgment. Then live
up to that conviction and conclusion!




