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Asking Jesus to Leave

Of all the miracle stories of Jesus, the one
recorded in today’s Gospel reading stands out
as unique. In most other occasions when Je-
sus healed or cured, the result was that more
people came and asked to be cured. However,
in the case of Jesus expelling demons from the
man in the Gadarene territory, the result was
that the whole village came out and asked Je-
sus to leave that area! (Matthew 8:34)

Ingratitude is certainly not the reaction we
would expect the townsfolk to have since a
member of their community restored to his
right mind by the command of Jesus. Previ-
ously, he was prone to fits of madness and the
source of his madness was understood to be
demonic possession. Jesus commanded the
demons to leave the man and restored the
man to his right mind. Had this been the end

of the story, perhaps the people would have
been filled with gratitude. However, Jesus sent
the demons into a herd of swine, which then
jumped over a cliff and drowned.

- Why did Jesus send the demons into the

swine? According to Jewish law, pork is con-
sidered to be an unclean product. Jews were
to have no contact with pork. Because of this,
the Jews of that town were breaking their own
religious law.

By expelling the demons into the swine,
Jesus not only healed a man, but also rees-
tablished a forgotten value system in a town.
Unfortunately, the inhabitants were not ready
to receive this lesson. It is no surprise, then,
why they met Jesus with such ingratitude and
asked Him to leave their district.
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Welcome to the parish communities of SS. Peter and Paul and St. Mary Byzantine Catholic Churches of
Minersville and Saint Clare, Pennsylvania. We greet and welcome you to our Church. Our Church is a holy
place. Our Church is where we get together in Jesus’ Name. it is holy because we come here to worship, to be
nourished in faith through Sacred Scripture and preaching, to open our hearts and minds to celebrate the
mystery of salvation in Jesus Christ and to dedicate ourselves to a life of holiness and service to the Lord and
others. The church building itself reflects this faith and calls us to enter into communion with God. We invite
you to share our faith in Jesus Christ, to experience our worship and to live a life dedicated to the service of

God and one another in Jesus’ Name.
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June 28 — July 4, AD2026

Vigil of Sunday

Saturday 4:00 p.m. +Fr. Francis Gera req. by Estate*
Sunday 9:00 a.m.

\onday 6:00 p.m.

Tuesday 7:30 a.m.

Wednesday  7:30 a.m.

Thursday 7:30 a.m.

Friday 7:30 a.m.

Saturday 4:00 p.m. +Fr. Francis Gera req. by Estate*

*St. Mary

*QQ Peter & Pan
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Epistle Readers: 6/7 — Laura Mitchell; 6/14 — Marie Wanchick; 6/21 — Ellen
Sinkovich; 6/24 — Dolores Kramer; 6/28 — Paulette Murphy; 6/29 — Gail
Burgess; 7/5 — Judy Kostura7/12 — Jennifer Keer.

Brunch with Father. Today, Sunday, June 28 following Divine
Liturgy. |

We will celebrate our patronal feast day with a brunch, enjoying each
other’s company as we continue our revitalization and renewal of our
parish. As in any family it is important to gather around the dinner
table sharing experiences and exciting news or even just ordinary
news.

For young families it is important to hear of their elders’ experience
of God in their lives; how He has impacted them in marriage and
different trials,their had to endure. It is equally important for the
elders to hear the joys and trials of the young families as they live
their lives in marriage raising children and the children’s struggles in
the world as it is unfolding in the present era.

5th Sunday After Pentecost

Patristics:

overviews Those possessed by demons were being held in captivity to idolatry. They were
living apart from the worshiping community (Chromatius). The demons claimed that the Son
of God had come in an untimely way (Cyril of Alexandria). Plunging from the sky, they are
commanded to enter into the swine (Peter Chrysologus), which are a ready residence for the
demons (Chromatius). The demons entered the swine to show how savage they have become
against humans who by their vices have permitted their intrusion into human freedom (Peter
Chrysologus), They begged Jesus to leave their neighborhood. Even they knew they were
unworthy of the Lord's presence (Jerome). The Holy Spirit will not enter a perverse soul or
dwell in a body enslaved to sin (Chromatius).



from the results, why do we continue? If
we want to live a spiritual life that is
serious and sincere, change is vital and
necessary. If -we wish to live a reformed
life, a life of repentance, we must change
from a life of sin and indifference to a life
of virtue and soulful concern.

Of course the reason is simple. Making
big changes in our life is scary and often
difficult, even burdenesome. We as
followers of the Lord believe that the
secret to achieving our dreams of
salvation and redemption in Christ is to
take many small, well-planned steps with
a specific big goal as target.

One way to accomplishing this is to make
up our minds to interject small changes
into our schedule of events. Success
comes with regular examination of
conscience and confession of our sins so
they do not become huge obstacles to be
overcome by even greater and more
huge efforts, Herculean efforts!

Unlike other resources, time cannot be
bought or sold, borrowed or stolen,
stocked up or saved, manufactured,
reproduced, or modified. All we can do is
make use of it, invest ourselves in its
assured blessing, use its small moments
to make small advancing positive
changes that benefit our soul. And
whether we use it or not, whether we
invest it in our heavenly future, it
nevertheless slips away. Make your
investments in salvation assurance by
small deposits of faith commitment that
will in time grow strong and prove fruitful.

Now Is The Time

Draw not simply on your own energy, but
on the passion that is provided when
unity with the Holy Spirit becomes reality.
Live out your passion of unity with Father,
Son and Holy Spirit. Transform the
moment and time of going to Church into
an event of eternal proportion:
participation in the inner life of the Holy
Trinity as united worship in the Church of
God on earth unfolds. Explore the
unknown by uniting body, mind, soul; all
the senses into your glorification of God.
Share the idea of the words of worship so
you come to grasp and understand them
much better than now. Explore the
unknown by entering into those portions
of worship you never considered before.
Be passionate as the angels in heaven
when you unite your voice with theirs in
praise. Exercise your body so that it is
united in worshipful unison with all the
glorified saints who accompany you in the
Body of Christ when glorifying God. Cross
the finish line like there’s no tomorrow
when you come forward for Communion
and discover there is no tomorrow, but
only the present moment of singing God’s
praise and becoming God-like. Be mindful
of yourself and your place and part in
God’s kingdom. Do not forget the world
around you and include all believers and
non-believers in your intercessory
prayers|

That's what worship of Father, Son and
Holy Spirit on the Sunday Sabbath and
every holy day means and makes
possible. Astounding adventure!

Why Do We Go To Church?

Is this a trite question? Doesn't everyone know why we
go to church? Judging by the signs of the time -- no, not
everyone knows. The question is a very good one, and
various fathers of the Church, for example St. Maximos the
Confessor and St. Nicholas Cabasilas, have written about it in
depth. Let us here take a very brief look at what the Church
teaches about this question.

Every soul, mind and heart and even the whole body
needs to be united with God. Having lost this unity through
the fall of Adam and Eve, "reunion with God...can in no way
be in our power. We may wish for it and seek it, but to
arrange it — this is a matter which is out of our hands" (7ve
Spiritual Life, St. Theophan the Recluse, St. Herman of Alaska Press, 1995,
p-107). Jesus Christ, the Son of God, came to earth, died on
the .Cross, rose from the dead and founded His Church by

" sending the Holy Spirit from the Father. "The Holy Spirit,

Who may be received by those who believe in the Son,
abides with them and carries out in them that for which the
Son prayed: 'As Thou, Father, are in Me, and I in Thee, that
they may be one in Us' (Jn. 17:21)" (ibid,, p.109). So the Church
provides a place to be united to one another, to serve and
worship God, and ultimately to be united with Him.

It is often said that the Church is a hospital. Most of us
do not understand the process by which wholesome food
makes our bodies healthy. Likewise, most of us do not
understand how Confession, Holy Communion and Holy
Unction bring healing to our bodies and souls. But they do,
even though they are Mysteries, beyond the fullness of our
understanding. Through these sacraments and right worship
the whole being becomes holy and deified. They adorn our
bodies to be beautiful temples of God. A clean and sincere
Confession lightens us of mental burdens and incorrect
inclinations and relieves us of our sins. Communing of the
Holy Gifts gives us the awesome assurance of God's nearness
for Jesus said: "He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood



abides in Me and I in him" (n. 6:56). In the Sacrament of
Unction we are healed in body and soul, and so can accept
in peace and trust the cross the Lord gives to us.

The Church has also been compared to a ship, a safe
harbor, and Noah's ark. The eight persons and all of the
animals in the Ark were saved from perishing in the stormy
sea because they remained in the safety of the Ark. So, too,
the Church provides safety for all those who partake of her
Mysteries and abide by her teachings, for life is like a stormy
sea.

In the Church we are surrounded by fellow strugglers
and together we share our Faith, our hope of salvation, and
our holy aspirations. We thank and glorify God. We join
together in prayer for the world. We go to church to BE the
Church, to be "the Body of Christ and individually members
of it" (1Cor. 12:27), and Chirist is the Head of the Church (¢f. Eph.
5:23).

Do you see what privilege it is to go to Church?
$ & F

in heavenly worship, praise and
glorification of our God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit

every Sunday and Holy day as well
as every opportunity B
God gives you to be united with
Him!
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A Tragedy

An elderly man, in the final days of his
life, is lying in a hospital bed all alone. He
awakens to see a large group of people
clustered around his bed. Their faces are
loving, but sad. Confused, the elderly
man smiles weakly and whispers, “You
appear familiar to me, so you must be my
childhood friends, come to say, good-bye.
| am so grateful for your thoughtfulness.”

Moving closer, the tallest figure gently
grasps the old man’s hand and replies,
“Yes, we are your best and oldest friends,
but long ago, you abandoned us. For we
are the unfulfilled promises of your youth.
We are the unrealized hopes, dreams
and plans that you once felt deeply in
your heart, but never pursued. We are
the grace that you received in baptism,
but never allowed to grow and prompt
your behavior and lifestyle. We are that
additional grace you received in
Chrismation, but never permitted to
strengthen and mature. We are the
unique talents that you never refined, the
special gifts you never permitted to be
fully discovered. Old friend, we have not
come to comfort you, but to sadly die and
be buried with you.”

Big Things

The man who conducts the “:Big Things
Happen” workshops begins with the
following experiment.

He waits until everyone is seated and
gets comfortable. Then he tells them to
pick up all their belongings and find

another seat at another table. You can
just imagine the awful faces, hearing the
groans and the prolonged nasty looks he
gets. But after a few moments of
hesitation, most people get up to make a
move. He then announces, “Stop, you
can stay where you are.” They all flop
back into their seats with a big sigh of
relief.

He next poses this question: “Many of
you were obviously annoyed when | told
you to find another seat. Why was that?”
Some people say they were comfortable
and didn't want to move. Others said
they could see better from where they
are. A few people said they don't like
anyone telling them where to sit. Most
agree they could change seats if they had
to. They also said that the closer the new
seat was to their original, the easier it

. would be to make the change.

Then he asks, “If making a little change
such as moving to a different seat in the
same room causes you discomfort, how
would a big change make you feel?”
Everyone laughs and gets the point. If
making small changes is troublesome,
making a big change can seem
impossible.

That is why our blessed Church teaches
us to make small changes in our lives
frequently with regular and frequent
confession of sins. Most of us desire
success in our personal and professional
lives, yet are unwilling or unable to make
the necessary changes to accomplish our
goals. If we keep repeating the same old
pattern of doing things and do not benefit



