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Turn Your Savings Into Income You Can Count On! ¥

GCU annuities help you:

e Grow your money tax-deferred

» Create reliable income for retirement

By offering options that fit your timeline and goals
A smarter way to plan for the future starts here at GCU.

bulletin@GCUusa.com

855.207.4499

*Contract form series GCU FIA and GCUF FIA (fixed indexed annuities) and Form FPA-2010 (flexible premium deferred annuities) 079PB0426(2)

Nowbhere in Israel Have I Found as Much Faith

The Lord Jesus agreed to go to the centurion’s
house to cure his servant, but he replied: | am not
worthy to have you under my roof; only say the
wordand myservantwillbe healed. Inprotesting
his unworthiness the centurion showed himself
worthy to have Christ enter not his house but his
heart. Yet he could not have said this with such
faith and humility unless he already bore within
his heart the One he was too overawed to have
within his house. In any case, there would have
been no great happiness at the entry of the Lord

Jesus within his walls if he were not present in

his heart.

But what emboldened the centurion to act as he
did? | am under authority myself, he said, and
havesoldiersunderme;and|saytooneman,Go,

andhegoes;toanother,Comehere,andhecomes;
to my servant, Do this, and he does it.

Now the man who said this was a Gentile as well
as a centurion. He was a professional soldier and,
as a centurion, acted according to his rank: sub-
ject to authority and exercise in authority, obey-
ing as a subordinate and giving orders to those
subordinate to him. As for the Lord, though liv-
ing among the Jewish people, He was already be-
ginning to make it known that His Church would
extend throughout the whole world into which
He was about to send His apostles. Although the
Gentiles would not see him they would believe
in him, whereas the Jewish leaders who saw him
would put him to death.

St. Augustine of Hippo
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Icon of Christ Healing the Centurion’s Servant




SS. Peter & Paul Byzantine Catholic Church
107 South Fourth Stret

Minersville, PA

570-544-2074

St. Mary Byzantine Catholic Church
131 South Morris Street

Saint Clair, PA
tvrgin@outlook.com

Father Gregory J. Noga, pastor

Volume 2026
Christ is Among us!

Number 26
He is and will be!

474 Sunday after Pentecost
Tone 3

Welcome to the parish communities of SS. Peter and Paul and St. Mary Byzantine Catholic Churches of
Minersville and Saint Clare, Pennsylvania. We greet and welcome you to our Church. Our Church is a holy
place. Our Church is where we get together in Jesus’ Name. it is holy because we come here to worship, to be
nourished in faith through Sacred Scripture and preaching, to open our hearts and minds to celebrate the
mystery of salvation in Jesus Christ and to dedicate ourselves to a life of holiness and service to the Lord and
others. The church building itself reflects this faith and calls us to enter into communion with God. We invite
you to share our faith in Jesus Christ, to experience our worship and to live a life dedicated to the service of

God and one another in Jesus’ Name.
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June 14 — June 20, AD2026

Vigil of Sunday

Saturday 4:00 p.m. +Fr. Francis Gera req. by Estate*
Sunday 9:00 a.m. Health and Blessings of the Parishioners
Monday 7:30 a.m. No Divine Liturgy Today*

Tuesday 7:30 a.m. Private Intention*

Wednesday  9:00 a.m. H&B Parishioners*

Thursday 7:30 a.m. Private Intention*

Friday 7:30 a.m Private Intention*

Saturday 4:00 p.m. +Fr. Francis Gera req. by Estate®

*St. Mary

:;:SS 1)6161' & Pau]

Epistle Readers: 6/7 — Laura Mitchell; 6/14 — Marie Wanchick; 6/21 — Ellen
Sinkovich; 6/24 — Dolores Kramer; 6/28 — Paulette Murphy; 6/29 — Gail
Burgess; 7/5 — Judy Kostura7/12 — Jennifer Keer.

" Brunch with Father. Sunday, June 28 following Divine Liturgy.

We will celebrate our patronal feast day with a brunch and have a
short bible reflection relative to our patron saints. Please sign one of
the registration sheets located at both entrances of the church. This
will give us an idea of how many to prepare for.

Troparion of SS Peter and Paul, Prime Apostles

Leaders of the Apostles, teachers of the world, intercede with the Lord of All to
grant peace to the world and abundant mercy to our souls.

Kontakion of SS Peter and Paul

Lord, you have received your steadfast and inspired preachers, the foremost of
your apostles, into the enjoyment of your good gifts and repose. You preferred
their sufferings and death above any sacrifice. For you alone know the secrets

of the heart.

Saint Paul’s definition of sin is kamartia or “missing the mark.” In other
words, sin is separating ourselves from the life of Christ. It is the capacity
while believing in God, to say no to Him and His commandments. What, then,
is the solution? How do we reconcile this separation? Through Metanoia, or a
complete change of heart; changing the way we live necessitates realigning our
perspectives to those of Christ. Take as an example the woman at the well.
After her encounter with Jesus, she made a radical change in her life and began
to proclaim the Gospel, to live the gospel and that is how we too are called to
live, missing the mark no more.



“I will be a Father to you and you
shall be my sons and daughters, says

the Lord Almighty”

2 Corinthians 6: 18.
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May your life always be a

wonderful celebration of His Love

Dad, are you a father who assumes
that “raising the children” is mother’s
job, not yours? Do you see your role
simply as the one who brings home
the check that keeps food on the table
and a roof overhead? If so, please
continue reading so that a new
message reaches you. You have so
much more to offer than that. Our God
spells out your vocation as being vital
and necessary for the eternal salvation
of your family.

Sociological studies point out, as the
Scripture in the first instance attested,
that there is no doubt at all the most
important predictor of religious
performance of children is the
religious behavior of their parents,
particularly their fathers, and the
quality of the relationship between
their mothers and fathers. There are
two main areas in which every
conscientious father should carefully
examine himself: the first deals with
his wife; the second withhis children,
precisely in that order.



A LOVING HOME

It has been said by many notables that
the most important thing a father can
do for his children is to truly love their
mother. He must show his love for her
so that it is unmistakably evident.
There can be no question about it at all
in the eyes of the children beholders.

Nothing is more important for
growing up healthy and happy than
being in a family in which Dad and
Mom really love each other, and show
that they love each other. When their
relationship is warm and respectful,
open and trusting, tender and
forgiving and understanding, what an
ideal home environment the children
are given to grow up in. The house
might be a tar paper shack without
central heating or running water, but
those children have been given
something no amount of money can
buy. On the other hand, children can
grow up surrounded by chandeliers
and maids and other such, but if Dad
does not speak to Mom tenderly and
affectionately, if he is unconcerned
about her legitimate emotional needs,
if he thinks only of himself and his
hunting and fishing and golfing or
whatever, then his children are
destitute where it really counts. And if
the father, further is abusive either
psychologically or verbally, he is

creating a powder keg which will
ultimately explode right in his face.
The violence he visits on his family
will revisit him in the end when he is
alienated from everyone. The
atmosphere of genuine love and
cooperation and sharing is missing.
The children would prefer to be
elsewhere and many times, we see
they actually take themselves out of
the pain and anxiety of such an
environment. When children prefer
being anywhere but with their
families, you can generally assume
Dad is not doing his job of creating the
kind of healthy emotional atmosphere
in which children can thrive.

ACTIONS SPEAK LOUDER
THAN WORDS

Also, Dad, take a serious and honest
look at your habits and attitudes, your
own character as a man. What do
children learn from you about the
correct use of alcohol from a Dad who
guzzles beer after beer every evening
or all weekend long? What
understanding of justice and fairness
comes across when dad brags how he
paid off a police officer on a speeding
violation? Where do children learn
prejudice when their father relates
incidents about people using insulting
terms for their race or nationality or
religion? How can a child find out that

God is important and deserves our
worship when Dad does not go to
church or interprets and manipulates
what the Church means and teaches
for himself, excusing himself on all
counts? How are children going to
learn the importance of prayer when
Dad never teaches or prays with
them?

Children learn about God as Father
from their natural fathers. What
impression of our God as Father are
you leaving with your children? Can
they come to a correct understanding
of Him in His nature because they see
you living up to the fullest and best
potential of your human nature?

Dad, you are more desperately needed
by your family than you realize. You
are called upon to be the worship
leader of your wife and children. You
are to provide the example of a
devoted servant of the Lord. You
should be seen as an example of
prayer and devotion. '

In the areas of making and
maintaining a loving home  and
practicing what you preach, nobody,
but nobody can take your place. You
are irreplaceable and we all hope you
know it, understand it, and live up to
it We hope that God is praised by the
kind of life you lead!
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