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They Marveled and Glorified God

Do you see how He is shown to be Creator of
both souls and bodies? He heals the paraly-
sis in both soul and body. The healing of the
soul is made evident through the healing of
the body, even while the body still remains a
creature crawling on the ground. The crowds
were slow to recognize who He was: “When
the crowds saw it, they were afraid, and they
glorified God, who had given such authority
to humans.” ... He proceeded by His daily ac-
tions to arouse them and lift up their thinking.
It would have been no small thing for Him to
be thought greater than all others, as having
come from God. If they had established this
adequately in their own minds, they would
have known in due order that He was indeed
the Son of God.

But they did not grasp these things clearly. Be-
cause of this they did not come close to recog-
nizing who He was. For again they were say-
ing, “This man is not from God! How can this
man be from God?” Their minds churned over
these statements continuously. Which thing
many now also do; and thinking to avenge
God, fulfill their own passions, when they
ought to go about all with moderation. For
even the God of all, having power to launch
His thunderbolt against them that blaspheme
Him, makes the sun to rise, and sends forth the
showers, and affords them all other things in
abundance; whom we ought to imitate, and so
to entreat, advise, admonish, with meekness,
not angry, not making ourselves wild beasts.

St. John Chrysostom
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Icon of Healing the Paralytic

SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
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Welcome to the parish communities of SS. Peter and Paul and St. Mary Byzantine Catholic Churches of
Minersville and Saint Clare, Pennsylvania. We greet and welcome you to our Church. Our Church is a holy
place. Our Church is where we get together in Jesus’ Name. it is holy because we come here to worship, to be
nourished in faith through Sacred Scripture and preaching, to open our hearts and minds to celebrate the
mystery of salvation in Jesus Christ and to dedicate ourselves to a life of holiness and service to the Lord and
others. The church building itself reflects this faith and calls us to enter into communion with God. We invite
you to share our faith in Jesus Christ, to experience our worship and to live a life dedicated to the service of

God and one another in Jesus’ Name.

July 5 — July 11, AD2026

+Fr. Francis Gera req. by Estate*

Liturgy at Annunciation Monastery

+Fr. Francis Gera req. by Estate*

Vigil of Sunday

Saturday 4:00 p.m.

Sunday 9:00 a.m. Health B
Monday 7:30 am. No Divine Liturgy*
Tuesday 7:30 a.m. No Divine Liturgy*
Wednesday  9:00 a.m.

Thursday 7:30 a.m. Private Intention*
Friday 7:30 a.m. Private Intention*
Saturday 4:00 p.m.

*St. Mary

*SS Peter & Paul

Epistle Readers: 7/5 — Judy Kostura7/12 — Jennifer Keer; 7/19 — Marie
Wanchick; 7/26 — Laura Mitchell.

Bible Study will resume on August 2.

6 Sunday After Pentecost:

Sacra Pagina

9:1. his own city: Jesus' own city now is Capernaum, the center of his ministry in Galilee (see Matt
4:13). Matthew apparently saw no conflict between this statement and the saying in 8:20: "The Son of
Man does not have anywhere he might lay his head." He does omit, however. Mark's comment (2:1)
that Jesus was "in the house," which might be construed as his own.

2. they brought: Matthew omits the graphic details of what the friends did in order to get the paralytic
in contact with Jesus (see Mark 2:3-4). The result is that the role of Jesus is highlighted and the theme
of the forgiveness of sins is emphasized. Jesus is impressed, however, by the faith of the friends ("on
seeing their faith").

take courage: The address in Mark 2:5 is strengthened by the addition of this imperative (see also
9:22; 14:27). By declaring the paralytic's sins forgiven Jesus may be appealing to cultural
assumptions about the relation between sickness and sin (see John 9:2).

3. blasphemes: The technical biblical meaning of blasphemy consists in misusing the divine name
Yahweh (see Lev 24:15-16; Mum 15:30). By declaring the man's sins forgiven, Jesus usurps the
divine prerogative of forgiving the sins of others. For another nontechnical use of the term
"blasphemy" see Matt 26:65.

4. Jesus knew their thoughts: The power to read hearts is customarily attributed to God (see Jer 11:20;
Ps 7:9; 2 Chr 6:30; Sir 43:18-19). This ability to know what is going on behind the appearances is a
major motif in the Matthean passion account.

5. which is easier: It is easier to say "your sins are forgiven," since the effect could not be verified by
empirical means. The logic of the story is that, if Jesus has power over the paralysis,

he also has power over the sins. By proving the former, he at least makes the latter more plausible.

6. the Son of Man: In this context the title refers to Jesus. There is no text in Jewish literature that
attributes to the Son of Man power to forgive sins. The prerogative relates more to the person of Jesus
than it does to the title. The instantaneous and complete cure of the man establishes the extraordinary
authority of Jesus and renders at least plausible his power over sins.

8. they were afraid: Whereas according to Mark 2:12 the crowds were amazed, Mat-thew says "they
were afraid." This reaction of awe also appears in connection with the transfiguration (17:6) and the
resurrection (28:5,10), as well as the anticipation of the general resurrection (27:54). to human beings:
This power refers first and foremost to the Son of Man. It may also allude to the practice of forgiving
sins within the early Christian community (see Matt 16:19; 18:18; Jas 5:16)



WISDOM! BE ATTENTIVE

Let us the faithful praise the Word eternal with the Father and the Spirit.
Let us adore Him Who was born from the Virgin for our salvation. For He
willed to ascend the cross as a man, and to suffer death, and to raise the
dead by His glorious Resurrection Troparion, Resurrection Tone Five.

O Saviour, You descended into the Abyss. Being the Almighty, You destroyed
its power. Being the Creator, You raised the dead and dulled the sting of
death. Adam was delivered from the curse and we all cry out to You: “O
Lord, Lover of mankind, save us!” Kontakion, Resurrection Tone Five.

You, O Lord, will keep us and preserve us always from this generation
Prokimenon, Resurrection Tone Five. .

The Lord, Who bestows Resurrection u)pon the race of men was led like a
lamb to the slaughter. The powers of the Abyss trembled; its gates opened,.,
Christ the King of glory entered it. He said to those in chains: “Come out!

To those in darkness, He said, “Let light surround youw!” Vesper Hymn,

Tone Five.

We offer You this evening worship, O Light Who never fade! In the fullness of
time You filled the world with light, Your flesh being a mirror of Your
splendor. You descended into the Abyss, dispelling its darkness. You
revealed the light of Your Resurrection to the world. O Lord, Giver of light,

glory be to You! Vesper Hymn, Tone Five.

(0] Virgih most pure, you are a temple, palace, the throne of the King.
Through you, Christ the Lord has appeared. He is the Sun of Justice and the
Saviour. He willed to enlighten those in darkness, those fashioned in His
image by His hand. We beseech you, worthy of our praise, You are His
mother. Intercede for the salvation of our souls Vesper Hymn, Tone Five.

A symbol of the pure Virgin and bride is revealed in the Red Sea: There,
Moses divided the waters; here Gabriel is the minister of a wonder. There,
Israel crossed the deep as on dry land; here the Virgin gives birth and
remains a Virgin. Therg, the sea remained uncrossable after Israel passed;
here, the immaculate one remains a Virgin after the birth of Immanuel. O
immortal and eternal God, have mercy on us! Vesper Hymn, Tone Five.
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Faith Exemplified

The Lord is my strength, my song and my salvation. He is my God and I will praise him.
He is my father’s God — I will exalt him. Terror and dread have overcome them, O Lord,
because of your great power they won’t attack us! Your people whom you purchased will
pass them by in safety. You will bring them in and plant them on your mountain, your own
homeland, O Lord Exodus 15:2,16,19.

But if the Lord is with me I shall drive them out of the land Joshua 14: 12,

Yes, let us go across to those heathen, Jonathan said to his bodyguard. Perhaps the Lord
will do a miracle for us. For it makes no difference to him how many enemy troops there
are 1 Samuel 14: 6!

I have done this to both lions and bears aid I will do it to this heathen Philistine too, for
he has defied the armies of the living God. The Lord who saved me from the claws and
teeth of the lion and the bear will save me from this Philistine 1 Samuel 17: 36!

For you are indeed God and your words are truth; and you have promised me these good
things 2 Samuel 7: 28.

Yes, God has made an everlasting covenant with me; his agreement is efernal, final,
sealed. He will constantly look after my safety and success 2 Samuel 23: 5.

O Lord, he cried out to God, no one else can help us! Here we are, powerless against this
mighty army. Oh, help us, Lord, our God! For we trust in you alone to rescue us, and in
your name we attack this vast horde. Do not let mere men defeat you 2 Chronicles 14: 11,
12.

We don not know what to do, but we are looking to you 2 Chronicles 20: 12.



Directed by God

In all your ways acknowledge him and he shall direct your path Proverbs 3 :6.

If you have ever carried a lantern on dark road at night, you know that you cannot
see more than one step ahead of you. But as you take that one step, the lamp moves
forward and another step is made plain. And the amazing thing is this: you reach
your destination in safety without once walking in darkness, tripping, stumbling or
falling. You have light the entire way, even though it is only enough for one step at a
time. After all, one step at a time is all you can take whether the journey is short or

long.

What a remarkably beautiful illustration of how our Lord guides his children
through life! Those who have walked with the Lord can say from personal experience
that his is the way He has led them and they are assured of reaching their
destination. Nevertheless, the dark curtain of the unknown does veil the Christian
pilgrim’s pathway. This along with the prospect of lurking dangers, possible pitfalls,
and tragic missteps, often upsets even the most experienced of travelers who then
weary on their journey through life.

They lose the peace and confidence the Lord intended for them to enjoy. But as they
refuse to worry about the “tomorrows” and begin to trust him today, they find grace
and guidance for each step of the way. The wise and insightful writer of Proverbs
teaches us, “Trust in the Lord and do not rely on your own intelligence; in all your
ways be mindful of him and he will make straight your paths” Proverbs 3: 5, 6.

And David recorded this promise from our Creator: “I will instruct you and show
you the way you should walk; I will counsel you, keeping my eye on you” Psalms
32: 8.

If we hold firmly the lantern of truth found in our blessed Church, it will always
guide us rightly.

Living Scared?

...you alone, O Lord, bring security to my dwelling Psalms 4: 9.

The contemporary world is truly a frightening place. The threat of nuclear war hangs
over our heads. Economic pressures cause many to worry about maintaining their
standard of living. It seems all we work for are increased tax payments because the
government never has enough money. Terrorism and violence are commonplace.
Crime rates are on the increase in nearly every category, forcing large parts of the
population to fear going out alone at night. One analyst has indicated that many
people today are living scared.

In reality, there never has ever been a really safe place in life. The only safety and
peace of mind that is discoverable on earth comes from a firm belief in an afterlife, so
it is no surprise that so many people hold to such beliefs. Many social commentators
agree that the only people who seem to feel safe today are people with faith in God,
people who are believers.

Secular society cannot understand what the Church has always taught, what the
psalmist expressed centuries ago: security is a matter of trust. Believers in Christ
know in whom they trust. Followers of Christ do not live in fear, for they have the
promise of God’s protection and presence. Every physical, emotional and spiritual
need can be more than met in Christ. And above all, we have the comfort of knowing
that we will one day enter the place of perfect safety and overall security, the
presence of our Lord and Saviour, the kingdom prepared before all time for man
created in God’s own image.

For the contemporary soul “living scared,” Jesus Christ is the only answer since He
alone can “bring security to my dwelling,” since safety is not the absence of danger
which is everywhere present, but the simple presence of God.



