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Christ and Fear

For what purpose does He go up into the
mountain? To teach us, that loneliness and re-
tirement is good, when we are to pray to God.
With this view, you see, He is continually with-
drawing into the wilderness, and there often
spends the whole night in prayer, teaching us
earnestly to seek such quietness in our prayers,
as the time and place may confer. For the wil-
derness is the mother of quiet; it is a calm and
a harbor, delivering us from all turmoils.

He Himself then went up there with this
object, but the disciples are tossed with the
waves again, and undergo a storm, equal even
to the former. But whereas before they had
Him in the ship when this befell them, now
- they were alone by themselves. Thus gently
and by degrees He excites and urges them
on for the better, even to the bearing all no-

bly. Accordingly we see, that when they were
first near that danger, He was present, though
asleep, so as readily to give them relief; but now
leading them to a greater degree of endurance,
He does not even this, but departs, and in mid
sea permits the storm to arise, so that they
might not so much as look for a hope of pres-
ervation from any quarter; and He lets them
be tempest-tossed all the night, thoroughly to
awaken, as I suppose, their hardened heart.
For such is the nature of the fear, which
the time concurs with the rough weather in
producing. And together with the compunc-
tion, He cast them also into a greater longing
for Himself, and a continual remembrance of

Him. :

Saint John Chrysostom

NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
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Icon of Christ Walking on the Water
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9th Sunday after Pentecost
Tone 8

Welcome to the parish communities of SS. Peter and Paul and St. Mary Byzantine Catholic Churches of
Minersville and Saint Clare, Pennsylvania. We greet and welcome you to our Church. Our Church is a holy
place. Our Church is where we get together in Jesus’ Name. it is holy because we come here to worship, to be
nourished in faith through Sacred Scripture and preaching, to open our hearts and minds to celebrate the
mystery of salvation in Jesus Christ and to dedicate ourselves to a life of holiness and service to the Lord and
others. The church building itself reflects this faith and calls us to enter into communion with God. We invite
you to share our faith in Jesus Christ, to experience our worship and to live a life dedicated to the service of

God and one another in Jesus’ Name.
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July 26 — August 1, AD2026

Vigil of Sunday

Saturday 4:00 p.m. +Fr. Francis Gera req. by Estate*
Sunday 9:00 a.m. Health and Blessings of the Parishioners
Monday 7:30 a.m. No Divine Liturgy*

Tuesday 7:30 am.  Private Intention*

Wednesday  7:30 a.m. Private Intention*

Thursday 7:30 a.m. Private Intention*

Friday 7:30 a.m. Private Intention*

Saturday 4:00 p.m. Private Intention*

*St. Mary

*SS Peter & Paul

Epistle Readers: 7/5 — Judy Kostura7/12 — Jennifer Keer; 7/19 — Marie
Wanchick; 7/26 — Laura Mitchell; 8/2 — Ellen Sinkovich.

Bible Study will resume on August 2.
Loving God Above All

The first three commandments pertain to our loving God with our entire being.

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS are like and “owner’s manual” for human beings. Far
from be arbitrary or outdated, they are the unique way of God’s helping us know how we
should live so as to attain true beatitude and happiness and fulfill the very purpose of our
existence. What they teach can be known, however imperfectly, by our reason but they
universally apply to all of every time and place and oblige the conscience of every created
being.

Jesus Christ our Lord reaffirmed the truth of the Ten Commandments not only by what He
said and did, but also by His very identity as the eternal Son of God. By assuming our
human nature and becoming one of us, He revealed the Father’s love. He revealed us to
ourselves and showed us who we really are in the sight of the heavenly Father. The
commandments are thus crucial not only in our human development, but also in our response
to the many ways God call s us to share in His life and love.

Asked by a young man how to attain eternal life, our Lord tells him to keep the
commandments and then to follow Him (Matthew 19:17,21). We can rediscover the truth
and permanent validity of the commandments by reflecting on how perfectly Jesus showed
their fullest and encompassing meaning. In Jesus, the Good Teacher, the commandments are
summed up in loving the Lord with all one’s being and loving one’s neighbor as oneself
(Matthew 22: 37-40).

These past few days have been very hot and as a result the electrical use has gone up
significantly, as you are well aware yourselves, so if you can manage to increase your weekly
donations, it would be helpful in paying the church bills. It is not often that I ask for money,
so I appreciate whatever you can spare to help in this regard. God bless you for your
generosity.



- The Little Entrance, during which we
solemnly invite all to worship Christ, present in
the Scnptures;

* The Troparia and Kontakia, through which
we hear the theme of the day:’s celebration: and
* The Trisagion, “Holy God, Holy Mighty,
Holy Immortal, have mercy on us™ in which
we glorify the Trinity;

‘ollowing these introductory hymns, the Scriptures
re read:

* The Prokimenon is a responsorial psalm
chanted alternately by the reader and the
people. It prepares us for

* The Apostolic Reading, which is taken from
the Acts of the Apostles or the New Testament
epistles, and reflects the life and concems of
the early Church;

* The Alleluiarion, consisting of two psalm
verses, separated by the singing of “Alleluia”,
which means “Praise the Lord™.

* The Gospel, the public proclamation of the
Word of God, taken from the Gospel of Saint
Matthew, Mark, Luke or John. Afer the
Gospel we listen to

* The Sermon, during which the priest
continues to proclaim the Good News of Christ
while applying it to our daily lives.

The Eucharist Celebrated ...

Having been fed by the Word of God, we now tumn
our sights to the central mystery of our faith —
participation in the death and resurrection of
Christ through the celebration of the Eucharist. The
word .Eucharist literally means “thanksgiving” —
for all the gifts of God, but especially for the gift of
His Son, Jesus Christ. The word also refers to our
thanksgiving gifts, which are retumed to us as the
body and blood -of Christ. During this part of the
Liturgy we participate in:

* The Great Entrance, performed during the
singing of the Cherubic Hymn. As we offer our
gifts of bread and wine to God, we are invited
to unite ourselves with the angels and to “lay
aside all earthly cares so that we may receive
the King of all™;

* The Peace, which expresses our faith that
“Christ is in our midst” and invites us to
worship the Trinity with one heart and one
mind; '

* The Creed, which expreses our common
faith in the Trinity and the other tenets of the
Church’s doctrine;

* The Eucharistic Canon, which proclaims
the holiness and love of God, while recalling
the institution of the Eucharist by Christ at the
Last Supper as well as His death, resurrection
and ascension;

* The Consecration, the changing of our gifts
of bread and wine into the very body and blood
of Christ through the mysterious action of the
Holy Spint;

« The Commemorations, which enable us to
recall all for whom this Eucharist is offered;

* The Lord’s Prayer our acknowledgement
that God is indeed our heavenly Father;

* The Breaking of the Bread, during which
we express our belief that God alone is holy;
and

* The Reception of Holy Communion, the
climax of the Liturgy. We fulfill the purposes
of our worship by uniting ourselves with
Christ “for the forgiveness of sins and unto life
everlasting™.

After we receive God's greatest blessing in
the Euchanst, we express our thanks to God for

receiving the heavenly Spirit by worshipping the .

Trinity, who saves us. We are invited to:

* Depart in Peace, in the name of the Lord, in
order to bear witness in our daily lives to all
that we’ve experienced during the Divine
Liturgy;

* Pray for Salvation and guidance during the
closing prayer recited by the priest in the center
of the church; and

* Receive the Lord’s Blessing, proclaimed by
the priest, through the veneration of the cross.

The end of every Divine Liturgy prepares
us for the beginning of the next. If we strive to live
all that we’ve experienced in our public worship of
God, our lives become a part of the Liturgy and the
Liturgy becomes a part of our lives. Hawving placed
ourselves in the very presence of God through
thanksgiving, prayer and the reception of the
Eucharist, we are no longer children of this world,
but inheritors of the Kingdom of God and
everlasting life.

The Divine Liturgy ...

* enables us to praise and worship God in Christ,
together with our brothers and sisters;

* is always celebrated in thanksgiving for the
blessings and mercy offered us by God:;

* unites us to Christ through the reception of Holy
Communion — His very body and blood — which
He offers us for the forgiveness of sins and unto life
everlasting;

* is the very revelation of God’s Kingdom in this

world.




JRyzantine
Fathers

If the priesthood established by the law has come to an end,
an_d the p.n'est Who is ‘in the order of Melchizedek’ has oﬁ'erea,’
His sacnﬁce, and has made all other sacrifices unnecessary
do priests of the New and Everlasting Covenant ce[ebrale'
Mystical Liturgy? Now it is clear to those instructed in
ne matters that we do not offer another sacrifice, we are
not renewing His sacrifice, bu: we participate in the 'one and
unique salutary offering and sacrifice’ of Christ. For this was
the l_,ord s own command: “Do this in remembrance of me” 1
Corinthians 11: 24. So our participation in the Divine Liturgy
ensures that by contemplation we may recall what is
.s).zmbolized, the sufferings endured on our behalf and may
kindle our love towards our Benefactor, and look forward to
the blessings that are yet to come - Theodoret of Cyrus.

It is right to submir 1o higher authority whenever a command
of God would not be violated . St. Basil the Great.

The
- Divine

Liturgy
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THE MOST IMPORTANT ELEMENT 1n an
Eastem Chnstian’s lifc i1s the worshup of the
Church, especially thc Divine Liturgy. Linurgy
means “common work™ or “common action”. The
Liturgy of the Church is the work of all God’s
people — priests, laity, singers, servers — who
come together to proclaim their common faith and
vision in the saving work of Jesus Chnst. It is
particularly the work of the Head of the Body,
Chnist Himself, who offers Himself to the Father for

us.
The Good News Proclaimed ...

The first portion of the Divine Liturgy focuses on
the proclamation of the Good News of Jesus
Christ as recorded in the Scriptures. It consists in
the following elements:

* The Opening Doxology, “Blessed is the
Kingdom of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit ...” in which we acknowledge
that we are entering, through worship, the very
Kingdom of God;

* The Great Litany, during which we bring all
the aspects of this world into that Kingdom
and entrust them to the mercy of God,

* The Antiphons, verses from the psalms .
usually sung with a refrain, which connects
these Old Testament praises with their
fulfillment in Christ. P

* The Hymn to Christ, the Only-Begotten
Son of God, in which we proclaim Jesus to be
true God and true man, while imploring Him to
save us;

* The Beatitudes, often sung while the Gospel
Book is carried out of the sanctuary, as thc
summary of Chnst’s teaching;



