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The authority of the Councils is based also
on their ecclesiological grounding. A coun-
cil is not an independent, autonomous body;,
additional, coming from outside, acting uni-
laterally. It is not the product of accidental
circumstances in history and imposed af-
terwards. It is closely, or rather organically,
related with the very essence of the Church.
This body of Christ is a living organism, des-
tined to grow, to face difficulties during this
process, to be implanted in other regions of
the world needing inculturalization and a
certain adaptation.

Such embodiment and multifaceted min-
istry creates problems, tensions, even divi-
sions and in spite of the good will of the local

Authority of the Council - Authority of the Church

bishop and pastors, the convocation of as a
major assembly is considered as a natural in-
strument, salutary and indispensable.

The official voice of the catholicity and the
koinonia of all the other sister churches, in
harmony and guided by the Spirit, would
only provide the new assessments, possible
remedies and solutions. The functioning of
such a council was such that the opinions
and requests at issue found expression from
the very womb of the Church. Once the de-
cision was made, the people had a part in re-
ceiving it and publicizing it (Acts 15:22) as is
seen in the first assembly of Jerusalem.

Metropolitan Emilianos
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SUNDAY OF THE FATHERS OF THE
FIRST SIX ECUMENICAL COUNCILS

Icon of the Holy Fathers




SS. Peter & Paul Byzantine Catholic Church
107 South Fourth Stret

Minersville, PA

570-544-2074

Father Gregory J. Noga, pastor

St. Mary Byzantine Catholic Church

131 South Morris Street

Saint Clair, PA
tvrgin@outlook.com

Number 30
He is and will be!

Volume 2026
Christ is Among us!

Sunday of the Fathers of the Six Ecumenical Councils
Tone 7

Welcome to the parish communities of SS. Peter and Paul and St. Mary Byzantine Catholic Churches of
Minersville and Saint Clare, Pennsylvania. We greet and welcome you to our Church. Our Church is a holy
place. Our Church is where we get together in Jesus’ Name. it is holy because we come here to worship, to be
nourished in faith through Sacred Scripture and preaching, to open our hearts and minds to celebrate the
mystery of salvation in Jesus Christ and to dedicate ourselves to a life of holiness and service to the Lord and
others. The church building itself reflects this faith and calls us to enter into communion with God. We invite
you to share our faith in Jesus Christ, to experience our worship and to live a life dedicated to the service of
God and one another in Jesus’ Name.

July 19 — July 25, AD2026

Vigil of Sunday

Saturday 4:00 p.m. +Fr. Francis Gera req. by Estate*
Sunday 9:00 a.m. Health and Blessings of the Parishioners
Monday 7:30 a.m. No Div

Tuesday 7:30 a.m. No Divine Liturgy*

Wednesday  7:30 a.m. No Divine Liturgy*

Thursday 7:30 a.m. No Divine Liturgy*

Friday 7:30 a.m. No Divine Liturgy

Saturday 4:00 p.m. +Fr. Francis Gera req. by Estate*

*St. Mary

*SS Peter & Paul

Epistle Readers: 7/5 — Judy Kostura7/12 — Jennifer Keer; 7/19 — Marie
Wanchick; 7/26 — Laura Mitchell; 8/2 — Ellen Sinkovich.
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Bible Study will resume on August 2.
Today, Sunday, July 19 I will begin the second week of my vacation. Fr. Jim
Carroll (570-773-26311) will cover for any emergency. God Willing, none will
occur.
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Baba’s Attic Treasures
Multi-Family Yard Sale!
Saturday, July 25 7am-noon
759 Forest Ln, Pottsville
(Primrose, Forestville Rd)

Hall’s “Autumn Leaf” china, Vintage home, bedding,
floral, toys, crafting, Christmas, housewares, more!
Old-fashioned pricing!

Benefit: St Mary BCC Church, St Clair

Candle Request
The candles burning for Christ, the Mother of God and the left side of the
Sacramental Table are offered for: Mary, Earl, Charles and Pauline Kostura.

The recent Food Sale at St. Mary Church netted $678.00. Our thanks and

appreciation are extended to Aaron and those who participated in the event.

In your daily petitions, pray for world peace, and for the health of the
parishioners. God’s mercy is there for the asking for the faithful ones.



Jord help us to be Christ-bearers

Enthro‘ne Christ as Lord

in your hearts.

If anyone asks you

to give an account

of the hope

which you cherish,

be ready at all times

to answer for it,

but courteously

and with due reverence,

SAINT PETER
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Relations With The Government

By decree of the sentinels is this decided, by order of the holy one, is this sentence: that all who live
may know that the most High rules over the kingdom of men; He can give it to whom he will or set

. over it the lowliest of men Daniel 4: 14.

Samuel called the people together to the Lord at Mizpah and addressed the Israelites: ‘Thus says
the Lord ,the God of Israel. ‘It was I who brought Israel up from Egypt and delivered you from the
power of the Egyptians and from the power of all the kingdoms that oppressed you. But today you
have rejected your God, who delivers you from all your evils and calamities by saying to him, ‘Not
so, but you must appoint a king over us.” Now, therefore, take your stand before the Lord..
according to tribes and families’” 1 Samuel 10: 17 - 19.

“Now you have the king you want, a king the Lord has given you. If you fear the Lord, and
worship him, if you are obedient to him and do not rebel against the Lord’s command, if both you
and the king who rules you follow the Lord your God — well and good. But if you do not obey the
Lord and if you rebel against this command, the Lord will deal severely with you and your king
and destroy you” 1 Samuel 12: 13 - 15.

Blessed be the name of God forever and ever, JSor wisdom and power are his. He causes the
changes of the times and seasons, makes kings and unmakes them. He gives wisdom to the wise
and knowledge to those who understand Daniel 2: 20, 21.

Kings have a horror for wrongdoing, for by righteousness the throne endures Proverbs 16: 12.

Kindness and pity safeguard the king, and he upholds his throne by justice Proverbs 20: 28.

If a king is zealous for the rights of the poor, his throne stands firm forever Proverbs 29: 14.



THIS IS MY COMMANDMENT
THAT YOU SHOULD
LOVE ONE ANOTHER.

AS | HAVE LOVED YOW

WISDOM! BE ATTENTIVE

You have destroyed death by Your Cross, You opened paradise to the thief.
The sorrow of the women You turned to joy. You commanded Your apostles
to proclaim to all: “Christ our God is risen, granting great mercy to the
world” Troparion, Resurrection Tone Seven.

No longer can the might of death rule over men; Christ has come destroying
and crushing its power. The Abyss is now in chains. The prophets with joy
unite in proclaiming “The Saviour has appeared saying to those who
believe: ‘Come forth, you faithful, to the Resurrection’” Kontakion,
Resurrection Tone Seven.

May the Lord give strength to His people; may the Lord bless His people with
peace Prokimenon, Resurrection Tone Seven.

The Apostles saw the Resurrection of the Creator. They were amazed and
sang the angelic hymn of praise. This is the glory of the Church; the devil
has been defeated. This is the wealth of the kingdom. O Lord, You suffered
for us; glory be to Youw! Vesper Hymn, Tone Seven.

Christ fulfilled the prophecies of David. On Sion He manifested His
greatness to His disciples. He showed Himself praised and glorified with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, first as the Word before He became man; now
incarnate He died for us as man. He rose by His own power. He is the Lord
and Lover of mankind Vesper Hymn, Tone Seven.

Mother of God, you became a mother outside the law of nature. In
birthgiving you remained a virgin. This is beyond understanding and human
speech. Words cannot describe the wonder of your birthgiving. More
glorious is the nature of conceiving, O Pure Onel The manner of your
birthgiving is beyond our understanding. For when God wills, the laws of
nature are broken. We firmly believe you to be the Mother of God. We hasten
to you in prayer: Intercede for the salvation of our souls Vesper Hymn,

Tone Seven.

O Christ, You descended into the Abyss; You despoiled death and arose on
the third day; You raised us with you; We glorify Your all powerful
Resurrection. O Lord, You alone love mankind Vesper Hymn, Tone Seven.



