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life easier for us. This is not to say that we are wrong to come to God with our concerns about 
daily life and living. After all, Jesus taught us to pray for our "daily bread." Our God is 
concerned with all that concerns us. But this does not mean we will have what we want or that 
nothing bad will ever happen to us. 

After every disaster, television news reporters interview survivors. Real believers flinch, when 
as almost always happens, people say they were spared because God was watching out for 
them. Extending this way of thinking would mean that others did not pray or that God was not 
watching out for those who were killed or who lost homes, businesses and family members. 
And yet we also say our loving God was and is there, with each one of them, weeping with 
those who were terrified and holding those who were injured as they died. 

So what are we to do? Is it wrong to pray earnestly for God to protect us and those we love? 
Of course not! The Evangelist tells us that our heavenly Father even numbers the number of 
hairs on our head (Matthew 10: 30), so we know He is concerned about the details of our life. 
We can trust that God is always with us and will never leave us nor forsake us. God is our 
faithful friend, and He does not want harm to come to anyone. But we do live in world where 
danger and loss are real. If a believer jumps off a building, God does not suspend the law of 
gravity; if a bus is speeding toward us, God does not change the laws of physics to stop the 
bus or alter its course. Nevertheless, the One called our refuge and our shield, our rock, our 
light, our salvation, never leaves us to face the dangers of the world alone. God is with us in 
every storm, faithful and close, regardless. of what happens to us. Sometimes we are safe and 
sometimes we suffer greatly. Either way, we are in God's unfailing care. 

Do you agree we are not guaranteed safety because we are followers of Christ? How do you 
respond to someone who credits God with helping them avoid an accident or with saving a 
loved one from harm? How do you usually respond when bad things happen to good people? 
Do you recognize you can grow spiritually even when surrounded by disaster upon disaster? 
Has it ever, occurred to you the Lord permits these circumstances to surround you so that you 
. are confirmed in faith and not become a whining puppet? 

Have you brought to mind and prayed in time of intense struggle as you recalled similar 
circumstances happening to another and how God was present for them? When and how has 
God's protecting presence been real for you? Do you really feel yourself belonging to him? If 
that is the case, regardless what happens, you are still safe in his favor and in his arms! 

When troubled, believers pray, then pray again and never stop praying! 

but Christ who lives in me" Galatians 2: 20. He would not wish to form any plan or 
embark on any undertaking or allow himself the least desire of his own ·accord; in a 
word, he has handed himself over to God as does Zacchaeus in today's gospel 
narrative. 

After a life time of sin and alienation and self-seeking, Zacchaeus tired of being full 
of himself, his limited self and so he looks to God to make known to him his will, and 
is always then ready to carry it into execution, without reasoning or offering any 
excuses in spite of his natural inclination or repugnances. At first sight, so complete 
a dependence is frightening, but separation, alienation and independence from God 
is far more frightening and Zacchaeus realizes this. We see, however, in what 
follows that our heavenly Father can soften the yoke and makes love render it not 
only agreeable, but fulfilling and completing, even salutary for the soul. St. Paul 
completes our understanding when he says, "I still have my human life, but it is a life 
of faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. I will not treat 
God's gracious gift as pointless" Galatians 2: 20 - 23. Without allowing ourselves to 
be discouraged by foolish imaginations which have no foundation in fact, let us begin 
by examining the reasons which should induce us to give ourselves to God. 

We are entering a new liturgical season which prepares us to gain the most benefit 
from the impending season of the Great Fast. Now is the time we begin thinking of 
securing from God what is best for the salvation of our souls. 

-, Is it not errlinently just that I should give myself entirely and without reservation to 
him who draws us out of nothing, and who at every moment of my life maintains the 
existence He has given me; who is my beginning and my end, the sovereign good 
from whom I have received all and from whom I expect all, and without whom I can 
never be happy or truly fulfilled? What need has our God of me? Absolutely none! 
Whether I exist or do not exist, whether I give myself to him or not, it will not affect, 
detract or add to his fulfillment or completion or happiness in the least. 

Why then does He demand that I belong to him entirely? It is because love, right 
reason and order require it. He created me, on his image and likeness. I am his and 
I belong to him whether I know it or recognize it or appreciate it or not. It is because 
our God cannot by the very nature of things allow me to remain my own master. His 
love for me is far greater and supersedes my love and understanding of myself. I am 
created for his glory! If I claim to have the right to dispose of myself as I please, l am 
usurping his right and robbing him of something which belongs only to him alone. If I 
give myself to anyone else more than I give myself to him, it could only be to another 
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