Saints Peter & Paul St. Mary’s (Dormition of the Mother of God)
Byzantine Catholic Church ~ Byzantine Catholic Church

107 South Fourth Street 131 South Morris Street
Minersville, PA 17954 Saint Clair, PA 17970

Saints Peter & Paul Rectory: (570) 5440074

Website: www.sspeterandpaulminersville.com
Email: tvrgin@outlook.com

Served by: Very Reverend Gregory J. Noga, Pastor

SS. Peter & Paul Cantor: Mr. Paul Konkus St. Mary Cantor: Dr. Peter Yasenchak
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CONFESSIONS : SS. Peter & Paul Sunday One half hour prior to Divine Liturgy and Daily

prior to Divine Liturgy. Saturday 1pm to 2pm
St. Mary’s Saturday 3:00 PM
SICK CALLS : As scheduled, or anytime in case of an emergency. If anyone is homebound or
hospitalized, please call the rectory 570-544-2074
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Bulletins are sponsored by
MahalRitzel Funeral Home

Minersville, PA

5445111

Mark J. Mahal- Funeral Director

Invited to the Banquet

It is written in the Gospel: The Master
sent out his servants to call them who
wish to come, inviting them: “My ban-
quet is ready.” But those who were called
began to excuse themselves, one saying:
“I bought some yoke of oxen.” Another:
“I have married” (Luke 14:16fF). You see,
he was ready who called, but the invited
refused. They themselves were alone re-
sponsible in the way they answered.

Thus, so great is the dignity of Chris-
tians. Consider, the Lord has prepared

for them the Kingdom and has called
them to enter, but they have refused.

Concerning the gift that Christians will
receive by way of their inheritance, one
could rightly say that if anyone, from
the time of Adam’s creation to the end
of the world, should battle against Sa-
tan and put up with afflictions, it would
be nothing in comparison to the glory
which he is to obtain. For he will reign
forever together with Christ. Glory to
Him who so loved such a person that
He gave himself and His grace and en-
trusted himself to Him. Glory to His
greatness!

Pseudo-Macarius

SUNDAY OF THE FOREFATHERS
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Icon of the Great Banquet (Luke 14:16-24)
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Volume 2025
Christ is among us!

Number 50
He is and will be!

Sunday Of The Forefathers
Tone 2

Welcome to the parish communities of SS. Peter and Paul and St. Mary Byzantine Catholic Churches of
Minersville and Saint Clare, Pennsylvania. We greet and welcome you to our Church. Our Church is a holy
place. Our Church is where we get together in Jesus’ Name. it is holy because we come here to worship, to be
nourished in faith through Sacred Scripture and preaching, to open our hearts and minds to celebrate the
mystery of salvation in Jesus Christ and to dedicate ourselves to a life of holiness and service to the Lord and
others. The church building itself reflects this faith and calls us to enter into communion with God. We invite
you to share our faith in Jesus Christ, to experience our worship and to live a life dedicated to the service of

God and one another in Jesus’ Name.
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December 14 — December 20, AD2025

Vigil of Sunday

Saturday 4:00 p.m. No Divine Liturgy Today*

Sunday 9:00 a.m. Health and Blessings of the Parishioners*
Monday 8:00 a.m. No Divine Liturgy Today*

Tuesday 8:00a.m. No Divine Liturgy Today*

Wednesday  8:00 a.m. No Divine Liturgy Today*

Thursday 8:00 a.m. No Divine Liturgy Today*

Friday 8:00 a.m. No Divine Liturgy Today

Saturday 4:00 p.m. + Andrew & +Margaret Gerchak req. by Estate*
*St. Mary

*SS Peter & Paul

Epistle Readers: 12/7 — Jennifer Keer; 12/14 — Judy Kostura; 12/21 — Laura
Mitchell; 12/25 — Ellen Sinkovich; 12/28 — Paulette Murphy

ECF class Today.

++ The Annual Bishop’s Appeal 2025 will end on December 31. If you have not yet made a donation to this
valuable program kindly do so before the end of the year. There is a link on our webpage.

+++ Remember, the end of the year is fast approaching and our financial books will close on December 31,
2025. For Income Tax purposes, we will have your donation totals prepared for the end of January 2026.

++++ Church Renewal Group meeting Tuesday, December 16 at 7pm in the rectory. Anyone wanting to be
a part of this group/committee is welcome to attend.

Dear Friends

On November 15, our thrice-blessed Byzantine Catholic Church began our pre-Nativity journey of fasting,
prayer and alms-giving to prepare our minds, bodies and souls for the celebration of Christ’s Birth. A birth of
such great consequence that one’s future is determined by it.

No other event in the history of humanity has directed the course of the ages as has the Incarnation of Jesus the
Christ. God’s infinite plan included His only begotten Son Who would redeem mankind from the slavery of sin
and the corruption of death. No other Person but the Son of God could break the chains that held us captive in
servitude to evil.

I wonder: does the vast majority of humanity contemplate this good news as we advance in advent time to
Christ’s birth? It truly would benefit us spending greater time contemplating the wondrous mysteries God has
bestowed upon us out of pure love. Imagine what the world could be like if only we could but gaze upon Him.
And we can! We see Him in the Eucharist in the Holy Icons, in the Holy Mysteries that we receive. We see
Him in each other when we learn to love as He loves. The Kingdom of Heaven is upon us; we only have to
recognize it. We are living in the realized but unrecognized eschaton (Paradise).

Therefore, brothers and sisters in Christ, let us focus not on the presents, wrappings, foods and good times in
this this penitential period, but rather on Jesus Christ and our relationship to Him. A sincere Examination of
Conscience asking: do I pray during the day? Do I work on having a relationship with Jesus? Do I even want
such relationship, or do I think there is plenty of time to create a friendship with Jesus at some future time and
continue on the present course?

This life is temporary. It will end. I suggest that we use the remaining time of Philip’s Fast to rejuvenate our
motivation toward Christ through seeking the help and guidance of the most Pure, most blessed, most glorious

Lady the Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary in growing closer to her Divine Son.

My friends, the feast of the Nativity of Jesus is an opportunity for spiritual growth enabling our hearts to
conform to His Sacred Heart through His humility of being born in a stable rather than a palace.

My prayer for you, my friends, is one of happiness and joy in the Lord Jesus Who fills your every day
experience with His Love that knows no bounds.

Grace and peace in our Lord, Jesus Christ,

Father yﬁe/w‘f



