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CONFESSIONS : SS. Peter & Paul Sunday One half hour prior to Divine Liturgy and Daily

prior to Divine Liturgy. Saturday 1pm to 2pm
St. Mary’s Saturday 3:00 PM
SICK CALLS : As scheduled, or anytime in case of an emergency. If anyone is homebound or
hospitalized, please call the rectory 570-544-2074
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Bulletins are sponsored by
Mahal-Ritzel Funeral Home

Minersville, PA

5445111

Mark J. Mahal- Funeral Director

Love Conguers All

A story is told of a man who, while he lived
upon the earth, was unconcerned about the
state of his soul, or spiritual growth, or eternity.
When he died he found himself not enjoying
eternal happiness but, rather, suffering eternal
torment.

His friends and relatives went down to the
gates of hell and tried to intercede for him,
giving him a positive endorsement and a good
character reference, but the gates of hell would
not open to release him. Likewise, his parish
priest tried to plead for him saying that he re-
ally wasn't all that bad. Still, the gates of hell
remained closed. Finally, came his mother.
She did not plead for him, she did not try to
bargain for him, she did not make excuses for

him. She simply said, “Let me in.” The gates

of hell opened immediately because they could
not withstand the force of love.

Our Father among the Saints, John Chrys-
ostom writes: “Let no one fear death, for our
Savior’s death has set us free. He has destroyed
death by enduring it. He has despoiled death
by going down to its kingdom. O Death where
is your sting, O Hades where is your victory?
Christ is risen and you are abolished! Christ is
risen and life is freed! Christ is risen and the
tomb is emptied of the dead, for Christ has
become the Leader and Reviver of those who
had fallen asleep. To Him be glory and honor

forever!” (Paschal Sermon)

Christ is Risen! Indeed He Risen!
Christos Voskrese! Voistinu Voskrese!

PASCHA - THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD

Icon of the Resurrection
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The Resurrection of our Lord, God and Saviour
Festal Tone

Welcome to the parish communities of SS. Peter and Paul and St. Mary Byzantine Catholic Churches of
Minersville and Saint Clare, Pennsylvania. We greet and welcome you to our Church. Our Church is a holy
place. Our Church is where we get together in Jesus’ Name. it is holy because we come here to worship, to be
nourished in faith through Sacred Scripture and preaching, to open our hearts and minds to celebrate the
mystery of salvation in Jesus Christ and to dedicate ourselves to a life of holiness and service to the Lord and
others. The church building itself reflects this faith and calls us to enter into communion with God. We invite
you to share our faith in Jesus Christ, to experience our worship and to live a life dedicated to the service of

God and one another in Jesus’ Name.
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April 5— April 11, AD2026

Vigil of Sunday

Saturday 4:00 p.m. Resurrection Matins and Divine Liturgy*
Blessing of Paschal Foods

Sunday 8:00 a.m. e Liturgy

Monday 6:00 p.m. +Gloria Kovach req by Marie Wanchick*

Tuesday 9:00 a.m. H&B Marie Wanchick req. by Deborah & Lee Ballenger*

Wednesday  9:00 a.m. Private Intention*

Thursday 9:00 a.m. +Florence Wailetis req. by D. Duffy*

Friday 9:00 a.m +John & +Julia Demko req. by D. Duffy*

Saturday 4:00 p.m. +Demko Family req. by D. Duffy*

*St. Mary

*SS Peter & Paul

Epistle Readers: 4/5 — Paulette Murphy; 4/6 — Dolores Kramer; 4/7 — Marie
Wanchick; 4/12 — Jennifer Keer; 4/19 — Ellen Sinkovich; 4/26 — Laura Mitchell,
5/3 — Gail Burgess.

Bible Study with Father. We will not have Bible Study today, April 5; it will resume April
19,

A Special Thank you is extended to Jean and Aaron Kalochie and their friends and
parishioners for their preparing and serving the Fish Dinners on the Fridays of the Great Fast.
The dinners have received rave reviews. Also, thanks are extended to the parishioners who
supported this fund-raiser. God bless all of you!

Dear People of God,
I greet you in the Risen Lord, Christ is risen!

We are living during a rather unique time in our history. A time of unprecedented violence,
anger and war in which we should be celebrating a time of peace and concord ushered in by
the celebration of the Resurrection of the Prince of Peace. Our blessed Lord came not to
divide, but to unite. Not to spill blood, but give His own Blood bringing us together as
brothers and sisters.

It seems we have learned little of His intentions over the millennia. As we go forward in
these seven weeks celebrating the Resurrection, let us further His great gift of peace by our
words, deeds and love.

Allow me to assure you of my love for each of you and I pray every day that you experience

the love of Christ in your lives as you struggle to imitate Him in all your actions and words.
May His most blessed Mother guide and strengthen you in your commitment to Christ.

Christ is risen.
Fathev Gregeuy §. Nego
The candles this week are offered for the intention of the Kostishak Family Members. The

Mother of God candle: Nicholas, Sr.; Jesus Christ: Margaret; Tetrapod (left): Nicholas, Jr.
Tetra pod (right) Francis. Offered by the Kostishak Family



action where the believer is set aside for
devotion to God. “But now that you are
freed from sin and have become slaves of
God, your benefit is sanctification as you
tend toward eternal life. The wages of sin
is death, but the gift of God is eternal life
in Christ Jesus our Lord” Romans 6: 22,
23. It announced our inheritance with Jesus
Christ. “The Spirit himself gives witness
with our spirit that we are children of God.
But if we are children, we are heirs as well;
heirs of God, heirs with Christ, if only we
suffer with him so as to be glorified with
him” Romans 8: 16, 17. '

We are now children of God, not
orphans left t o struggle through this life,
but children with all the rights and
privileges of a favored and beloved son or
daughter.

The same power that raised Christ
from the dead abides in believers. No
sealed casket can keep you within its
contain. You will be glorified in physical
form when He returns again. “As you well
know, we have our citizenship in heaven; it

- is from there that we eagerly await the
coming of our Saviour, the Lord Jesus
Christ. He will give a new form to this
lowly body of ours and make it according
to the pattern of his glorified body, by his
power to subject everything to himself”
Philippians 3: 20, 21.

There is no need to worry about
decay, because decay will not have
authority over you. Decomposition will not

reign supreme. Even now you can claim,
because of the Resurrection and the
participation of believers in its blessed
grace, eternal security because Almighty
God has redeemed you and written your
name in the Lamb’s Book of Life. “...only
those shall enter whose names are inscribed
in the book of the living kept by the Lamb”
Revelation 21: 27.

Jesus said all power in heaven and
on earth has been given him. “Full
authority both in heaven and on earth has
been given to me...” Matthew 28: 18.
For the faithful believer in Christ, heavenly
power abides. That is-precisely why the
message of the Resurrection is so
encouraging; it grafts us on to the eternal
strength of the Blessed Trinity. It is not
simply by our own human ability that we
can become all God expects us to be, but it
is within his ability if we respond with
corresponding faith response to his first
shown love. Christ is alive within us
because of our baptism by the grace of the
Holy Spirit.

Therefore, when trials come, we
can confess along with the apostle Paul, “I
can do all things through Christ who
strengthens me” Philippians 4: 13. No
matter how high the mountain may seem,
how deep or dark the valley, or how
impregnable the wall may appear, nothing
is impossible for God. It is his power and
strength that enables us to face every
situation victoriously.

YOU ARE WHAT YOU EAT

 The old Greek adage and truism goes,

“You are what you eat” It is a
humorous way of expressing a
fundamental principle of biology: the
health of your body is affected by the
type of nourishment it receives.

If you eat fruits and vegetables and low-
fat grains, you will feel the long-term
results and benefits. But if you give in to
the junk food temptation too much, you
can experience some negative physical
consequences.

While this truism expressed reality in
the temporal, physical dimension, the
same can be true in the spiritual and
eternal perspective.

How is your spiritual appetite? Can you
realistically and honestly say with the
Old Covenant Psalmist, David, “O
God...my soul thirsts for you, my body
longs for you” Psalms 63: 2?

Compared to the total and complete
fulfilment  that  fellowship and
friendship with Jesus Christ brings,
everything else simply introduces
famine; no one else and no other
experience can satisfy the needs of the

soul’s hunger for the Lord. Man can
only be truly satiated in his need for
God through nourishment by his sacred
Body and precious Blood.

Yes, it is entirely true you can find some
joy, even happiness and pleasure in
material possessions and human
relationships because our heavenly
Father created these things for man to
enjoy and appreciate.

But thinking that you will ever find
lasting satisfaction and fulfillment in
creation rather than in the Creator
himself is a sadly tragic mistake. Where
do you seek ultimate satisfaction and
completion? Is the Lord your true
sustenance? Is it the enduring, risen and
triumphant Body of Christ you nourish
yourself with? Is it heavenly manna you
desire, or simple fast foods of the
present passing age and culture? Do you
desire life forever, or a temporary fix for
bodily need?

In ecstasy, David proclaimed “My soul
will be satisfied as with the richest of
foods, with singing lips my mouth will
praise you” Psalms 63: S.

Turn to Jesus who is our source of
everlasting delight. “Taste and see how
good the Lord is” Psalms 34: 9; You
should not be working for perishable
food, but for food that remains for life
ever-lasting” John 6: 27.



are sometimes taken for a long time and
are not always to be understood strictly,
for example, it is said, “I will give to you
and to your seed the land of Canaan, for an
everlasting possession Genesis 17: 8; “I
will give it to you and to your seed
forever” Genesis 13: 15. In these
circumstances what is meant is a long
period of time.

The words eternal, everlasting, forever,

In addition, such expressions as
«_.everlasting mountains, the delights of
the eternal hills.” Genesis 49: 26, is
testimony to denote their antiquity,
stability, and duration; and this expression
issued to show the long continuance and
durableness of Joseph’s blessing from God.

God’s mercy and loving grace. Christ told
his followers, “I did not come to judge the
world, but to save the world.” John 12:
47. His coming was not to condemn those
in sin, but save them from sin. This remains
his primary objective today in the life of his
Body, our blessed Church. His second
coming will be the time of believers’
rewards and non-believer’s judgment.

The Resurrection is the single most
hope-filled event in history. Without it
there would be no validity to our faith.
When Jesus Christ was crucified, God the
Father placed all our sin upon him. He
became our sin and through his death, our
sins are forgiven. On the basis of Christ’s
death on the cross, we are justified — made
right — in the sight of our heavenly Father.

All we must do is cooperate with
the heavenly blessing of grace Christ
secured for us. If we humanly match as
much as we possibly can, Christ’s effort in
loving faith response and belief, we grow
into full heavenly citizenship. Christ is the
one who bears our sins, past present and
future. Through confession of sin and
repentance, we are forgiven and Christ
comes and takes up residence in our heart
and soul through the presence of the Holy
Spirit. It is the Spirit of God who guides in
truth and wisdom. |

The Resurrection is God’s receipt
that Christ’s death is sufficient payment for
our sins in reconciling us to himself. If you
fully and unequivocally live the life of Jesus

Christ with Resurrection victory, you will
utilize his grace and never have to give an
account of sin because our heavenly Father
forgives you in the life of his Body, the
Church. The Apostle Paul wrote, “There is
therefore now no condemnation for those
who are in Jesus Christ” Romans 8: 1.

The hope believers have for the
future is alive and vibrant because Christ is
now at the right hand of the Father
continually making intercession for us.
“Christ Jesus, who died, or rather was
raised up, who is at the right hand of God
and who intercedes for us” Romans 8: 34.
He knows our inner struggles and physical
circumstances and He continually works on
our behalf, respecting and recognizing our
personal free will. No matter how
impossible our circumstances look, we
should never give up, because Jesus never
gives up on us.

All the love of our heavenly Father
was displayed on the cross through his
Son, Jesus Christ. Because of the
Resurrection, we can experience this
magnanimous encompassing and impelling
love one day when we are called to share
eternity with him. John the beloved disciple
expressed it this way: “See how great a
love the Father has bestowed on us, that
we should be called children of God” 1
John 3: 1.

Christ’s death and subsequent,
inevitable Resurrection did more than
provide for our sanctification, a continuous



