Saints Peter & Paul St. Mary’ S (Dormition of the Mother of God)
Byzantine Catholic Church ~ Byzantine Catholic Church

107 South Fourth Street 131 South Morris Street
Minersville, PA 17954 Saint Clair, PA 17970

Saints Peter & Paul Rectory: (570) 5442074

Website: www.sspeterandpaulminersville.com
Email: tvrgin@outlook.com

Served by: Very Reverend Gregory J. Noga, Pastor

SS. Peter & Paul Cantor: Mr. Paul Konkus St. Mary Cantor: Dr. Peter Yasenchak
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CONFESSIONS : SS. Peter & Paut Sunday One half hour prior to Divine Liturgy and Daily

prior to Divine Liturgy. Saturday 1pm to 2pm
St. Mary’s Saturday 3:00 PM
SICK CALLS : As scheduled, or anytime in case of an emergency. If anyone is homebound or
hospitalized, please call the rectory 570-544-2074
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Bulletins are sponsored by
Mahal-Ritzel Funeral Home

Minersville, PA

5445111

Mark J. Mahal- Funeral Director

The Myrrh-Bearing Women

'The Sunday of the Myrrh-Bearing Women ... re-
minds us that the love and faithfulness of a few
individuals shone brightly in the midst of hope-
less darkness. It calls us to ensure that in this
world love and faithfulness do not disappear or
die out. It judges our lack of courage, our fear, our
endless and servile rationalizations. The myste-
rious Joseph and Nicodemus, and these women
who go to the grave at dawn, occupy so little
space in the gospels. Precisely here, however, is
where the eternal fate of each of us is decided.

Today, I think, we are especially in need of recov-
ering this love and basic human loyalty. For we
have entered a time when even these are being
discredited by harmful concepts of the person
and human life now prevailing in this world. For
centuries, the world still had the weak, but still

flickering and shining, glow from that faithful-
ness, love and co-suffering which was silently
present at the sufferings of the Man cast aside by
all. And we need to cling, as if to a last thread,
to everything in our world that still thrives on
the warm light of simple, earthly, human love.
Love does not ask about theories and ideologies,
but speaks to the heart and soul. Human his-
tory has rumbled along, kingdoms have risen and
fallen, cultures have been built and bloody wars
fought, but what has remained unchanging on
earth and in this troubled and tragic history is
the bright image of the woman. An image of
care, self-giving, love, compassion. Without this
presence, without this light, our world, regardless
of its successes and accomplishments, would be a
world of terror.

Father Alexander Schmemann
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SUNDAY OF THE MYRRH-BEARING WOMEN

Icon of the Myrrh-bearing Women




Number 17
Indeed, He is risen!

Volume 2026
Christ is risen!

Sunday of the Ointment-Bearers
Festal Tone

Welcome to the parish communities of SS. Peter and Paul and St. Mary Byzantine Catholic Churches of
Minersville and Saint Clare, Pennsylvania. We greet and welcome you to our Church. Our Church is a holy
place. Our Church is where we get together in Jesus’ Name. it is holy because we come here to worship, to be
nourished in faith through Sacred Scripture and preaching, to open our hearts and minds to celebrate the
mystery of salvation in Jesus Christ and to dedicate ourselves to a life of holiness and service to the Lord and
others. The church building itself reflects this faith and calls us to enter into communion with God. We invite
you to share our faith in Jesus Christ, to experience our worship and to live a life dedicated to the service of

God and one another in Jesus’ Name.
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April 19 — April 25, AD2026

Vigil of Sunday

Saturday 4:00 p.m. H&B Vito and Family*
Sunday 8:00 a.m.

Vonday 9:00 a.m. No Divine

Tuesday 9:00 a.m. N

Wednesday 9:00 a.m.

Thursday 9:00 a.m.
riday 9:00 a.m
Saturday 4:00 p.m. +Fr. Francis Gera req. by The Estate*

*St. Mary
*SS Peter & Paul

Epistle Readers: 4/5 — Paulette Murphy; 4/6 — Dolores Kramer; 4/7 — Marie
Wanchick; 4/12 — Jennifer Keer; 4/19 — Ellen Sinkovich; 4/26 — Laura Mitchell,
5/3 — Gail Burgess.

Bible Study with Father. will resume today, April 19.

Don’t Forget: Sunday, April 26, is our Chicken Dinner Sale from 11 am. -1 p.m.

the cost is $17.00 which is quite reasonable considering the current price increases we are
experiencing in daily living. Reservations/orders are required by Tuesday, April 21.

Myrrh-Bearing Women Sunday
Encyclopedia Britannica

St. Joseph of Arimathea, (flourished c. 30 CE; Western feast day March 17,
Eastern feast day July 31), according to all four Gospels, a secret disciple of
Jesus, whose body he buried in his own tomb. In designating him a “member of
the council,” Mark 15:43 and Luke 23:50 suggest his membership in the Great
Sanhedrin in Jerusalem. Virtuous and rich, he held a high office, and he boldly
gained Pontius Pilate’s permission to obtain Jesus’ body. Mark 15:43 notes his
motive for this action as “waiting expectantly for the kingdom of God.” Joseph
wished to prevent the body from hanging on the cross overnight and to secure
for it an honourable burial, thereby offending Jewish law, which allowed only a
disgraceful burial to the executed.

Joseph is accorded a long history in later literature. In the apocryphal Gospel of
Peter (2nd century), he is a friend of Jesus and of Pilate. In the apocryphal
Gospel of Nicodemus (or Acts of Pilate; 4th/5th century), Jews imprison Joseph
after Jesus’ burial, but he is released by the risen Lord, thus becoming the first
witness of the Resurrection. In Robert de Boron’s verse romance Joseph
d’Arimathie (c. 1200), he is entrusted with the Holy Grail (cup) of the Last
Supper. A mid-13th-century interpolation relates that Joseph went to
Glastonbury (in Somerset, England), of which he is patron saint, as head of 12
missionaries dispatched there by St. Philip the Apostle. In Sir Thomas Malory’s
Le Morte Darthur (15th century), when Galahad receives the vision of the Grail,
he sees Joseph standing at the altar dressed as a bishop.



