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Incorruptible but Touchable

The Lord’s body that made its entrance to the
disciples through closed doors was the same as
that which issued before the eyes of people from
the Virgin’s closed womb at His birth.

Is it surprising that He who was now going to
live forever made His entrance through closed
doors after His resurrection, who on His coming
in order to die made His appearance from the
unopened womb of a virgin?

But because the faith of those who beheld it
wavered concerning the body they could see,
He showed them at once His hands and His
side, offering them the body that He brought in
through the closed doors to touch.

By this action He revealed two wonderful and,
according to human reason, quite contradictory
things. He showed them that after His resur-
rection His body was both incorruptible and yet
could be touched ...

By showing us that it is incorruptible, He would
urge us on toward our reward, and by offering it
as touchable He would dispose us toward faith.

He manifested Himself as both incorruptible
and touchable to show us that His body after His
resurrection was of the same nature as ours but of
a different sort of glory.

St Gregory the Great
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Thomas Sunday
Festal Tone

Welcome to the parish communities of SS. Peter and Paul and St. Mary Byzantine Catholic Churches of
Minersville and Saint Clare, Pennsylvania. We greet and welcome you to our Church. Our Church is a holy
place. Our Church is where we get together in Jesus’ Name. it is holy because we come here to worship, to be
nourished in faith through Sacred Scripture and preaching, to open our hearts and minds to celebrate the
mystery of salvation in Jesus Christ and to dedicate ourselves to a life of holiness and service to the Lord and
others. The church building itself reflects this faith and calls us to enter into communion with God. We invite
you to share our faith in Jesus Christ, to experience our worship and to live a life dedicated to the service of

God and one another in Jesus’ Name.
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April 12 — April 18, AD2026

Vigil of Sunday

Saturday 4:00 p.m. +Demko Family req. by D. Duffy*
Sunday 8:00 a.m. Health and Blessings of the Parishioners
Monday 9:00 a.m.

Tuesday 9:00 a.m.

Wednesday  9:00 a.m.

Thursday 9:00 a.m. L ;

Friday 9:00 am No Divine Liturgy Today *

Saturday 4:00 p.m.  H&B Vito and Family*

*St. Mary

*SS Peter & Paul

Epistle Readers: 4/5 — Paulette Murphy; 4/6 — Dolores Kramer; 4/7 — Marie
Wanchick; 4/12 — Jennifer Keer; 4/19 — Ellen Sinkovich; 4/26 — Laura Mitchell;
5/3 — Gail Burgess.

The Annual Presbyteral Days will commence this week at the Breakers Hotel in Spring Lake,
NJ. I may be reached there if an emergency exists that requires my immediate attention.

Bible Study with Father. will resume April 19.

Don’t Forget: Sunday, April 26, is our Chicken Dinner Sale from 11 am. -1 p.m.

the cost is $17.00 which is quite reasonable considering the current price increases we are
experiencing in daily living. Reservations/orders are required by Tuesday, April 21.

Can you imagine what it is like to live in a country destroyed by war? I cannot
fathom what it would be like, but only know that I must pray for the victims of
such cruelty perpetrated by those who should know better than to orchestrate
evil.

Brothers and Sisters, join your hearts with our Holy Father, Leo XIV as he
prays for the countries that are experiencing wars and other atrocities. Seek to
join your heart with the Heart of Jesus that your lives will be transformed to
reflect Him in all you do and say ever mindful that you are being watched
especially by young eyes who then imitate what they see.

Although we are horrified by evil, remember Jesus said not to fear those who
can destroy your body, fear the one who can destroy your soul (cf. Matthew
10:28).

20:19b Peace Be With You

The spirit breathes tranquility. Maximus the confessor: Through his greeting of peace he
breathes on them and bestows tranquility as well as a sharing in the Holy Spirit. chapters on
knowledge 2.46. The Peace of Christ, Cyril of Alexandria: When Christ greeted his holy
disciples with the words "peace be with you," by peace he meant himself, for Christ's
presence always brings tranquility of soul. This is the grace Paul desired for believers when
he wrote, "The peace of Christ which passes all understanding will guard your hearts and
minds."17 The peace of Christ which passes all understanding is in fact the Spirit of Christ,
who fills those who share in him with every blessing, commentary on the gospel of john
121,



Did You Know That ...

-.clever sayings are as easily lost as pearls slipping from a broken string, but a kind word
endures? '

---great ideas need landing gear as well as wings?

---you can never do 2 kindness too scon beciiuse you never know how soon it will be too late?
---10 one is useless in this world who lightens the burden of another?

--.the person with a new idea is a crank until the idea succeeds?

---0ur purpose in life is not to get ahead of 6them, but to get ahead of ourselves, to outstrip
ourselves, to break our own records?

---you cannot do much about the length of your life, but you can do very much about its depth ard
width?

---mmost people want meaning in their lives ard it is our respomsibility to show them it can be fourd
in our church?

---if we cannot offer great goals, great objectives, profound meanings, then people will settle for
shallow and trivial substitutes?

-..life is like a ten speed bike; most of us have gears we never use?

-.there are but two aims in life; first to get what you need; and after that to enjoy it but only the
wisest of people achieve the second?

--.it is all right to hold a conversation, but is wise to let go of it once in the while?
~-nature has arranged it so that we can’t shut our ears, but that we can easily shut our mouths?
...t0o often we under estimate the power of a touch, a smile, a kind word, a listening ear, an

honest compliment, or the smallest act of caring, all of which have the potential to turn life
around?
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Unending Happiness

Like sheep they are herded into the nether world; death is their shepherd and the upright rule over
them. Quickly their form is consumed; the neither world is their palace. But God will redeem me
from the power of the nether world by receiving me Psalms 49: 15, 16.

Nothing deserving a curse shall be found there. The throne of God and of the Lamb shall be there,
and his servants shall serve him faithfully Revelation 22: 3.

No longer shall your sun go down, or your moon withdraw. For the Lord will be your light
Jorever, and the days of your mourning shall be at an end Tsaiah 60: 20.

Have no fear of the sufferings to come. The devil will indeed cast some of you into prison to put
you to the test; you will be tried over a period of ten days. Remain faithful until death and I will
give you the crown of life Revelation 2: 10.

f}e shall wipe away every tear from their eyes, and there shall be no more death or mourning,
crying out or pain, for the former world has passed away Revelation 2: 4.

The night shall be no more. They will need no light from lamps or the sun, for the Lord God shall
give them light and they shall reign forever Revelation 22: 5.

No longer shall the sun be your light by day. Nor the brightness of the moon shine upon you at
night. The Lord shall be your light forever, your God shall be your glory. No longer shall your sun
go down, or your moon withdraw. For the Lord will be your light forever and the day of your
mourning shall be at an end Isaiah 60: 19, 20.

I saw no temple in the city. The Lord God the Almighty is its temple, he and the Lamb. The city
had no need of sun or moon, for the glory of God gave it light and its lamp was the Lamb
Revelation 21: 22, 23.



WISDOM! BE ATTENTIVE

Though the grave had been sealed, from the grﬁve You arose, O Christ our
God, our Life, and though the door had been locked, You appeared amozng the

disciples, O Resurrection of all, thus You restored for us am upright spirit-

according to Your great mercy Troparion, Sunday of St. Thomas.

Thomas placed his own restless hand into Your .Zife-gz’viné side, O Christ God,
and since You entered although the doors were locked, he cried out to You
with the other apostles: “You are my Lord and my Godl” Kontakion, Sunday

of St. Thomas.

Great is the Lord and mighty in power: to His wisdom there is mo end
Prokimenon, Sunday of St. Thomas.

When the doors were closed aad the disciples were gathered together, You
suddenly appeared in their midst, O Jesus our Almighty God. You granted

them peace and filled them with the Holy Spirit; You commanded them fto |

wait and not depart from Jeérusalem until they were clothed with power from
on high. Therefore, we cry out to You, O Lord: Glory to You, our Light, our
Resurrection, and our Peace Vesper Hyman, Sunday of St. Thomas.

Even though the doors were closed, You came to Your disciples, O Christ,
and Thomas called the Twin, was not with them. Therefore, he did not
believe what they told him. You did not deem him waworthy for kis lack of
. faith, but in Your goodness, You confirmed his faith by showing him Your
pure side and the wounds in Your hands and feet. He touched them, and
when he saw You, he confessed You to be neither an abstract God nor merely
human; and he cried out: My Lord and My God, glory to You! Vesper Hymn,

Sunday of St. Thomas.

On the eighth day the Saviour came to the doubting disciples. He granted
them peace and said to Thomas: O Apostle, come and touch My hands which
were pilerced by nalls. How wonderful is this doubt of Thomas| It brought the
hearts of believers to the kmowledge of God. Therefore, he cried out with

fear: My Lord and my God, glory to You! Vesper Hymn, Sunday of St.

Thomas.

Sunday of St. Thomas

Saint Thomas was one of the Twelve Apostles of our
R Blessed Lord. St. Thomas is truly one of the most
-8 beloved of all the Disciples of Christ. It was he who
doubted the Resurrection of Christ and demanded
proof. The story which is told in the Gospel of St. John
Chapter 20:19-29, relates how Thomas was missing
- when Jesus visited the other disciples. Jesus returned
and showed Thomas His hands and His pierced side.
Thomas fell to his knees and said, “My Lord and My
God!”

: St. Thomas preached the word of God in the Far East
in what is now known as India. In the section of India called the Malabar
Coast, there is a magnificent Church dedicated to St. Thomas. Almost evety
Christian male child born there is called Thomas, after the Patron Saint of the

province.

Because of his preaching, St. Thomas angered King Misdai, the ruler of India, -
who ordered his soldiers to lead St. Thomas up to the highest mountain in
Malabar. They all ran their spears through his saintly body. Saint Thomas,
also called “the doubter” not only believed the truth about Christianity, but
gave his life for its preservation as so many other martyrs of the Christian

Church.

Although the feast of St. Thomas Apostle is October 6th, he is also solemnly
commemorated on the first Sunday after the glorious Resurrection, the Sunday
of St. Thomas.




